
Jesus Brought Before Pilate
When morning came, all the chief 
priests and the elders of the people 
conferred together against Jesus in 
order to bring about his death. 2 They 
bound him, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate the governor.



The Suicide of Judas
3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that 
Jesus was condemned, he repented 
and brought back the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and the 
elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood.” But they 
said, “What is that to us? See to it 
yourself.” 5 Throwing down the pieces 
of silver in the temple, he departed; 
and het went and hanged himself.



Death of Judas
6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces 
of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put 
them into the treasury, since they are 
blood money.” 7 After conferring 
together, they used them to buy the 
potter’s field as a place to bury 
foreigners. 8 For this reason that field 
has been called the Field of Blood to this 
day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, 



Judas’ Death
“And they took the thirty pieces of 
silver, the price of the one on whom a 
price had been set, on whom some of 
the people of Israel had set a price, 10 

and they gave them for the potter’s 
field, as the Lord commanded me.”



Comment
� This account of Judas’ fate is found 

only in Matthew.
� There are 3 variants of his death: 

Here, Acts 1:18-20, and the account 
of Papias (fragment 3: middle of the 
2nd century).
◦ Here, he commits suicide
◦ In Acts he stumbles, falls, and bursts 

open (more in a moment). 



Papias’ Account
◦ Papias believed that Judas was afflicted 

with dropsy (edema) and that he become 
so swollen that he could no longer 
squeeze through openings where a cart 
could pass with ease. His eyes become 
so enveloped in flesh that he became 
blind, and even a physician with his 
instruments could no longer penetrate 
to them. He died in great pain and the 
place where this took place was laid 
waste and conveys a horrible stench. 



Comment
� Both Matthew and Luke speak of 

the Field of Blood associated with 
Judas.

� The quotation comes from Zech. 
11:13 but has elements of Jer. 18:2-3 
and 32:7-9. 

� A play on words: the money that 
Judas tried to return to the temple-
treasury (user) was used to purchase 
the field of a potter (yoser).



Comment
� The unclean money was used for an 

unclean purpose, the purchase of a 
cemetery for foreigners, presumably 
gentiles. 

� Matthew’s chief interest in the story 
of Judas’ death involved the 
fulfillment of Scripture and the 
shameful behavior of the chief 
priests. 



Comment
� Is Judas’ act a repetition of 

prophecy? Judas betrayed the Son of 
David; he hung himself like 
Ahithophal, who betrayed David (2 
Sam 17:23).

� If so, Judas executed the sentence 
the Council refused to pass against 
him. 



Comment
� Matthew says Judas repented. 
� Whether he did is widely debated.
◦ The word translated “repented” is 

slightly different from the usual term 
for repentance. But, Luz, maintains, it 
essentially means the same thing. 
◦ Through the centuries the issue has 

been hotly and widely debated.



Comment
Negative images of Judas from 
Scripture

Kiss of Judas
Greed (Matt. 26:15; John 12:4-6)
Thievery as treasurer of those

who followed Jesus
Possessed by the devil (Lk. 22:3:

John 13:2, 27



Comment—Judas in Scripture
Matt. 26:14-15– “Then one of the 
twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 
went to the chief priests and said, 
‘What will you give me if I betray him 
to you?’” 
Mark 14:21– “. . . Woe to that one by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 
would have been better for that one 
not to have been born.”



Comment--Judas
Luke 22:3-6– “Then Satan entered into 
Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the 
twelve; he went away and conferred 
with the chief priests and officers of the 
temple police about how he might betray 
him to them. They were greatly pleased 
and agreed to give him money. So he 
consented and began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him to them when 
no crowd was present.”



Comment—Judas in Scripture
Acts 1:16-20— “ ‘Friends, the 
scripture had to be fullfed, which the 
H.S. through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a 
guide for those who arrested Jesus—
for he was numbered among us and 
was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” Now this man acquired a 
field with the reward of his 
wickedness; and falling headlong, he



Comment—Judas (cont.)
he burst open in the middle and all 
his bowels gushed out. This became 
known to all the residents of 
Jerusalem, so that the field was called 
in their language Hakedama, that is, 
Field of Blood.) “For it is written in 
the book of Psalms, 



Comment—Judas (cont.)
‘Let his homestead become

desolate
and let there be no one to live 

in it’:
And

‘Let another take his position of
overseer.’ 

(Ps. 69:25; Ps. 109:8) 



Comment (Judas cont.)
John 6:70– “ ‘Did I not choose you, the 
twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.”’
John 13:27, 30— “Lord, who is it?” . . .  
‘It is the one to whom I give this piece 
of bread when I have dipped it in the 
dish.’ So when he had dipped the 
piece of bread, Satan entered into 
him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly 
what you are going to do.’ 



Comment (Judas cont.)
Now no one at the table knew why he 
said this to him. Some thought that, 
because Judas had the common purse, 
Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we 
need for the festival’; or, that he 
should give something to the poor. So, 
after receiving the piece of bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was 
night.”



Comment– Judas (cont.)
John 12:5-6– “ ‘Why was this perfume 
not sold for three hundred denarii and 
the money given to the poor?’ (He said 
this not because he cared about the 
poor, but because he was a thief, he 
kept the common purse and used to 
steal what was put into it.)”



Comment– (cont.)
John 18:2-3, 5– Now Judas, who 
betrayed him, also knew the place, 
because Jesus often met there with 
his disciples. So Judas brought a 
detachment of soldiers together with 
police from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, and they came there with 
lanterns and torches and weapons. . . . 
Judas . . . was also standing with 
them. 



Comment
Typecasting

Traitor of traitors
Greed, love of money, thief
Heretic of heretics
False penitence

Is his sin greater than God’s mercy?



Comment
Today—2 Projections

1. Rediscover Judas as a human
being

2. See him as a necessary 
instrument of God’s 
salvation



Comment
Theological Considerations

Karl Barth—the primacy of grace
Judas’ evil remains, but 

God’s
grace overcomes it.

There are “no limits to the grace
of J.C. even with regard to 
Judas.” (CD 2/2). 



Comment
Is Judas’ guilt our guilt? Have not all 
of us “betrayed” Christ?

Disciples fled (all of them)
Peter disowned Christ
Saul/Paul persecuted church



Comment– Judas (cont.)
What would Matthew say?
Does Mt. 18 apply to Judas? How 
many times should I forgive my 
brother? 70 x 7? Luke’s Jesus prayed 
on the cross, “Father, forgive them for 
they know not what they do?”
Did Judas commit an unforgiveable 
sin?



Pilate Questions Jesus
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; 
and the governor asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You 
say so.” 12 But when he was accused by 
the chief priests and elders, he did not 
answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do 
you not hear how many accusations they 
make against you?” 14 But he gave him 
no answer, not even to a single charge, 
so that the governor was greatly 
amazed.



Pilate Questions Jesus
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; 
and the governor asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You 
say so.” 12 But when he was accused by 
the chief priests and elders, he did not 
answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him. “Do 
you not hear how many accusations they 
make against you?” 14 But he gave him 
no answer, not even to a single charge, 
so that the governor was greatly 
amazed.



Barabbas or Jesus?
15 Now at the festival the governor 
was accustomed to release a prisoner 
for the crowd, anyone whom they 
wanted. 16 At that time they had a 
notorious prisoner, called Jesus 
Barabbas. 17 So after they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, 



Barabbas or Jesus?
� “Whom do you want me to release 

for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus 
who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he 
realized that it was out of jealousy 
that they had handed him over. 19

While he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent 



Barabbas or Jesus?
word to him, “Have nothing to do with 
that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream 
about him.” 20 Now the chief priests and 
the elders persuaded the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21

The governor again said to them, “Which 
of the two do you me to release for you?” 
And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said 
to them, “Then what should I do with 



Barabbas or Jesus?
the one who is called the Messiah?” 
All of them said, “Let him be 
crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they 
shouted all the more, “Let him be 
crucified!”



Pilate Hands Jesus Over to Be 
Crucified
24 So when Pilate saw that he could do 
nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the 
people as a whole answered, “His blood 
be on us and on our children!” 26 So he 
released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 
crucified.



Comment
� Pilate was governor from A.D. 26 to 36. 
� Capital offenses were reserved for the 

Romans (John 18:31).
� Jesus answered nothing and thus 

acted as God’s servant. 
◦ Isa. 42:2– “He will not cry or lift up his 

voice, or make it heard in the streets.”
◦ Isa. 53:7– “like a sheep that before its 

shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth.” 



Comment
� Pilate is called by his official title 

(vv. 2, 11, 14-15, 21, 27; 28:14); 
never in Mark.

� The notorious prisoner is “Jesus 
Barabbas.” Barabbas means “son of 
Abba (=father). 

� Mark (15:7) says that he was a 
insurrectionist and a murderer. 



Comment (Pilate’s Wife)
� The scene involving Pilate’s wife is 

peculiar to Matthew. She brings 
together themes important to 
Matthew:
◦ A “just” person (1:19; 3:15; 5:6; etc.)
◦ Divine messages are communicated by 

means of dreams (1:20; 2:12, 13, 19-20).
◦ The Gentile woman’s insight contrasts 

with the spiritual obtuseness of the 
chief priests and elders in 27:20.



Comment
� Later stories (legends) mention the 

woman’s name, Procula, Claudia.
� In the Greek and Ethiopian 

Churches she is even considered a 
saint. 

� The so-called Acts of Pilate recount 
Pilate’s lengthy and unavailing 
efforts to dissuade the Jews from 
their purpose; finally Pilate himself 
becomes a Christian saint. 


