
WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM 
Class 6  
 
 
We left off last week with a discussion about the "unpardonable sin". This week, we 
begin by examining an often-described PHENOMENA...being "clothed in Christ" 

 
 

A.  When a person becomes a Christian, one of the attributes that (s)he takes on is that 
of being "clothed in Christ".  

 
QUESTION: What exactly do you think this means? 
 

1.  When we are "clothed" we COVER OVER what is under our clothes. Any 
blemishes or bumps or private things are covered by NICE, CLEAN, 
ATTRACTIVE clothes. 
 
2.  Clothes are a way of IMPROVING our appearance and sometimes hiding 
unattractive details. 
 

B. The Bible often refers to the phenomena of our being clothed in Christ or covered by 
the blood of Christ.  
 
 1.  READ: Rom. 13: 13-14; Gal. 3: 26 -27 
 
  a.  This "being clothed in Christ" even covers over our GENDER, our  
  CULTURE,  our STATUS and makes us ALL IDENTICAL TO   
  CHRIST...heirs to the Kingdom of Heaven! 
 
 2. This point is also alluded to in the Old Testament: 
 
  a.  READ: Isaiah 61:10 
 
 
C.  In other Bible passages, this miracle of becoming like Christ is sometimes described 
as being "IN CHRIST". 
 
 1.  READ: Romans 8: 1; Rom. 16:3; 2Cor. 5: 17; 2Cor. 5:21; Col. 3: 1-4; 1 John 2: 28 
 
  a. Especially note that 2Cor 5: 21 states that when you are "in Christ Jesus", 
   you are justified before God and the righteousness of God is yours  
   because you are "in Christ" 

  b. Taken to it's furthest point, it means that when you are standing before  
  God, He NO LONGER SEES YOU...HE SEES HIS SON! 

  c.  Be aware that being "in Christ" is DILIBERATE and INTENTIONAL  
  choice each Christian makes...usually through Baptism where the death,  
  burial and resurrection of Jesus is re-enacted. 
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 2. So, what if a person is NOT "in Christ" or "clothe with Christ"? 
   
  a.  Well, paraphrasing what Max Lucado1 says in When Christ Comes:  
  Even if you are Danny Decent who pays his taxes and his bills and is a  
  good provider and respects his neighbors…if you are not clothe in Christ,  
  God will only see your FILTHY, DIRTY CLOTHES  and    
  He won't want you in his Heavenly Home! 
 
 
D.   And, now…for the $64,000 question: If the SAVED go to the FIRST HEAVEN, while  
they await the FINAL Judgment and entry into the ETERNAL HEAVEN, where do the  
CONDEMNED like Danny Decent go?  
  
QUESTION:  Well, first...if the SAVED go to the FIRST (or temporary) HEAVEN, then 
do you think there is a FIRST (or temporary) HELL?  
 
  
 1.  So, What is this Hell like? 
 
  a.  READ: 2 Peter 2: 4.  Peter describes Hell as a "dungeon"!  

 
 
QUESTION: What do you imagine a DUNGEON was like...in Peter's day? How do you 
think it was different from TODAY'S prisons? 
 
 
 2.  READ: Psalm 30: 3 and Psalm 103: 4.  
  
 
   
QUESTION: How are these two descriptions similar to what Peter describes?  
  
 
 3.   READ: Psalm 145:20  
 
 
 
QUESTION: What do you notice that Psalm 145 says about what God will do to the 
wicked?  
 
 
 
QUESTION: Is this idea of hell...as a DUNGEON and destruction of the wicked, rather 
than the BURNING of the wicked...different from what you've been taught or led to 
believe? HOW DO YOU IMAGINE HELL? 
 

                                                
1 Lucado, Max, When Christ Comes, Thomas Nelson, Publisher 2001. 


