
Welcome to our study of the 
Gospel of Matthew
� Chapters 24-25 are the fifth 

discourse. 
◦ Discourse 1—Sermon on the Mount, 5-7
◦ Discourse 2—Missions, 10
◦ Discourse 3—Parables, 13
◦ Discourse 4—Community, church, 18
◦ Discourse 5—Destruction of Jerusalem 

and the end of the age 24-25



Comment
� Last Sunday, Jim and Jan dealt 

with chapter 23, Jesus’ prophetic 
denunciations of the scribes and 
Pharisees. Their presentation was 
well done—both in analysis and 
application. This was Jesus’ final 
teachings to the religious 
authorities.

� Now we turn to the disciples (and 
the church) in chapters 24-25. 



Destruction of the Temple 
Foretold—24:1-2
As Jesus came out of the temple and 
was going away, his disciples came to 
point out to him the buildings of the 
temple. 2 Then he asked them, “You 
see all these, do you not? Truly I tell 
you, not one stone will be left here 
upon another; all will be thrown 
down.”



Comment
� The opening verses speak of the 

Temple’s destruction:  70 CE. 
� The Gospel of Matthew was probably 

written after the temple destruction. 
� For example, Matt. 22:7 states, “The 

king was enraged. He sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city.”

� Most believe Matthew’s Gospel 
probably was written in the mid-
80sCE.



Comment
� Jesus birth: 4-6 BCE
� Jesus’ ministry: 27-30 CE
� Jesus’ DBR: 30 CE
� Temple destroyed: 70 CE
� Gospel of Matthew written: ca. 85 

CE



Signs of the End of the Age—3-
8
3 When he was sitting on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples came to him 
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign of 
your coming at the end of the age?” 4
Jesus answered them, “Beware that 
no one leads you astray. 5 For many 
will come in my name, saying, ‘I am 
the Messiah!’ and they will lead many 
astray. 6 And you will hear of wars



Signs of the End (cont.)
and rumors of wars; see that you are 
not alarmed; for this must take place, 
but the end is not yet. 7 For nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and there will be 
famines and earthquakes in various 
places: 8 all this is but the beginning 
of the birth pangs.



Comment
� The theme of the final discourse is 

the last judgment of the Son of Man 
Jesus. It has great significance for 
the entire writing.

� Matthew 24 provides us with what 
is known as an apocalyptic 
interpretation of reality. To many 
moderns this poses problems about 
understanding the message and its 
reality and the images it conveys.



Comment
� Some words we don’t use every day 

include:
◦ “Eschatology.” This is a knowledge or 

study of the “last things.” It is concerned 
with future expectations. For the NT it is 
tied to the Greek word Parousia (“coming”) 
of Christ at the end of this age.
◦ A particular “kind” of eschatology is known 

as “apocalyptic” (“revelation”). This kind 
is concerned with two world ages (“this 
age” and “the age to come”). 



Comment
� Both ages (this age) and (the age to 

come) are matters of revelation (cf. 
Rev. 1:1). The “unveiling” “revealing” 
of the new age simultaneously 
unmasks the present time as the old 
age that is doomed and is in the 
process of passing away. 

� The two ages (old age/new age) in 
Jewish thought have two patterns or 
tracks, illustrated, I believe, by Paul 
and Matthew, respectively.



Comment
� 1st track or pattern is known as 

“cosmological apocalypticism.” The 
created world (cosmos) has come under 
the dominion of evil, angelic powers. 
All of the cosmos, including human 
beings, have been led astray into forms 
of idolatry, but a remnant of righteous 
people bear witness that these evil 
cosmological powers are doomed to 
pass away. God will invade the world, 
fight and defeat



Comment
the enemy in a cosmic war. ONLY 
GOD HAS THIS POWER. God then 
will establish his rule, deliver the 
righteous, and bring about a new age 
and reign unopposed. God makes 
right what has gone wrong in and 
with the created world. In Jewish 
literature of our period this “track” is 
found especially in 1 Enoch 1-36 and 
the Assumption of Moses. 



Comment
� The cosmic track apparently involves 

“a drama in which divine and cosmic 
forces are at work” (Russell 269). 

� Paul, seems to follow the 
“cosmological” pattern. Christ has “set 
us free from the present evil age. . .” 
(Gal. 1:4). Christ is the basis of a “new 
creation” (Gal. 6:15; 2 Cor. 5:17-19; see 
Isa. 65:17-25; Rom. 8:19-23; Rev. 21:5).



Comment
Gal. 6:15— “For neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision is anything; but a 
new creation is everything!
2 Cor. 5:17-19– “So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that is



Comment
Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us.
Eph. 6:10-13– Finally, be strong in the 
Lord and in the strength of his power. 
Put on the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to stand against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against 
the cosmic powers of this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces



Comment
of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to withstand on that 
evil day, and having done everything, to 
stand firm.
Eph. 4:22-24—You were taught to put 
away your former way of life, your old 
self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, 
and to be renewed in the spirit of your 
minds, and to clothe yourselves with the 
new self, created according to the 
likeness of God . . . 



Comment
� So, the two ages are not only temporal 

(times), two periods of world history but 
also two spheres or zones in which certain 
things happen. In “this age” destructive 
powers have taken control of God’s 
creation. This age is the realm of sin, 
death, law, and evil. Human beings are 
slaves of evil powers who have usurped 
God’s righteous claim on the world.



Comment
� In the age to come God will reign 

unopposed over the whole creation 
in righteousness. The Messiah will 
appear in the end and aggressively 
wage war.

� The end time is cosmic in scope, an 
act of God (humans cannot liberate 
themselves), rectifying his creation 
(God puts things right), and final. 



Comment
� But, for Paul, the “end time” already has 

begun through the work of God in Christ on 
the cross.

� The New Age has broken into the Old Age so 
that in the present tense we are beginning our 
future life in Christ, the life of the Spirit.

� Christ is the New Age—we were baptized into 
Christ, into his DBR, and were united in 
Christ (faith, hope, life). Therefore, there is 
condemnation for those in Christ (Rom. 8:1). 

� Christ’s parousia marks the end of the old age 
(sin (wrath), death.  



Comment
� The second pattern (forensic) is a 

modification of the first. Now, the 
notion of evil cosmological forces is 
absent, recedes into the background, 
or at times rejects evil.

� Emphasis falls on free will and 
individual human decisions. Sin is a 
willful breaking of God’s 
commandments, and death is 
punishment for this rejection. 



Comment
� God has provided the Law as a remedy for 

the human plight. How one relates to God’s 
Law determines one’s ultimate destiny. 
Think of the importance of the Law in 
Matthew.  

� Matt. 5:17-18– “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For 
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished.”



Comment
� In this “track” the Last Judgment is 

conceptualized not as a cosmic war 
but as a courtroom (hence, “forensic 
apocalyptic eschatology”). All of 
humanity will appear before the 
judgment bar.

� God will reward with eternal life 
those who have acknowledged his 
claim and chosen the Law and 
observed the commandments. 



Comment
� God will punish with eternal death 

those who have not kept God’s Law 
(the wicked).

� The wicked are condemned, the 
righteous are “justified” (declared 
right, vindicated). 

� Some Jewish people blend the two 
patterns (Cosmological and Forensic 
Apocalyptic Eschatology) as found in 
the DSS. 

� My source, Martinus C. de Boer, 
Galatians, 31-34. 



Comment
� The Law, accordingly, is God’s 

powerful weapon whereby he 
enables the righteous to withstand 
the superhuman power of demonic 
forces. The Law is the basis of God’s 
life. 

� The struggle penetrates the heart of 
the individual. 



Comment
� With this background let us examine 

chapter 24. A basic question arises:
� Does our passage speak of the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple in 70 CE or the final 
tribulations, of the Antichrist and of 
the return of Christ? Or, does it speak 
of both? I opt for both.

� The scene: Jesus and his disciples sit 
on the Mount of Olives—opposite the 
city and the Temple. 



Comment
� This location (a “mountain”) is used by 

Matthew as a place of revelatory 
address. Remember, the Mount of 
Olives was prophetically, symbolically 
tied to the coming of the Messiah to 
Jerusalem and the Temple, that is, the 
triumphal entry of Jesus (chapter 21). 

� The disciples double question and its 
interpretation determine much of what 
follows. 



Comment
� Questions about the signs of the 

“end” are common in Jewish 
apocalyptic traditions (cf. for 
examples, Dan. 12:6; 2 Esdr. 4:33, 
51-52; 6:7, 11-12; 8:63). 

� Remember: Matthew’s church 
already knows about the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 
CE. Their interest is in Jesus’ 
“coming” and the end of the age. 



Comment
� First, Jesus warns against people who 

lead the church astray (from God and 
with it the loss of salvation). See 18:12-
14, the sheep that went astray. These 
are people who act in Jesus’ name—not 
synagogue Jews. Do these people in 
the church claim to be Christ (“false 
christs,” v. 24)? False prophets?  Were 
they people like Simon Magus (Acts 
8:10)? They are a great danger for the 
churches. 



Comment
� In v. 6, Jesus finally answers the 

disciples’ question(s). 
� Wars, famines, earthquakes are a part 

of Jewish apocalyptic language for the 
end of the age (Zech. 11:10; 1 Enoch. 
99:4; Jub. 23:12; 23:22-23, etc.). A more 
complete list includes nations against 
nations, empires against empires, 
famines, earthquakes, hunger before 
the coming of the Messiah. 



Comment
� These are images or “pangs” before 

the beginnings of the end, of what? 
Temple destruction, end of age, or 
both. 

� Put in other words, is the Jewish 
War of 66-73 a proleptic (beforehand 
or an advanced warning, 
anticipatory) event of the end? The 
text does not explicitly say so. 



Persecutions Foretold—9-14
9 “Then they will hand you over to be 
tortured and will put you to death, 
and you will be hated by all nations 
because of my name. 10 Then many 
will fall away and they will betray one 
another and hate one another. 11 And 
many false prophets will arise and 
lead many astray. 12 And because of 
the increase of lawlessness, the love



Persecutions—9-14
of many will grow cold. 13 But the who 
who endures to the end will be saved. 
14 And this good news of the kingdom 
will be proclaimed throughout the 
world, as a testimony to all the 
nations; and then the end will come. 



Comment
� At verse 9, the text seems to change. 

For the first time we hear talk of the 
church’s fate amidst “tribulations”.

� Now, “we hear of the great anguish 
of the end time that was expected in 
apocalypticism before the great 
inbreaking of the new aeon” (Luz, 
192). Matthew and Jesus believed 
this would happen soon. But, only 
the Father knows (v. 36).  



Comment
� In chapters 10:17-21, 28; 21:35; 22:6; 

23:34, 37, Matthew tells us that 
Jesus’ disciples would be delivered 
up to courts of justice and 
synagogues. But, now, it is 
universalized (all nations). Non-
Christians will hate Christians (see 
John 15:18-25). What happened 
before will happen again.   



Comment
� The church of John’s gospel also 

came out of Jewish Christianity.
� John 15:20-21– “Remember the word 

that I said to you, ‘Servants are not 
greater than their master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute 
you; if they kept my word, they will 
keep yours also. But they will do all 
these things to you on account of my 
name, . . .”



Comment
� Tacitus (Roman historian) in 

Ann.44.4 reveals the view of 
outsiders: Christians are an odium 
humani generis. In Pliny Ep. 10,96 
the nomen ipsum, that is, 
membership in the Christian sect, is 
a crime completely independent of 
any criminal act. 

� Is the end time or the church’s 
present experience? Or, both?



Comment
� Do vss. 10-12 describe the future or the 

church’s present experiences? Tensions  
are described within the church (“they 
will stumble,” “false prophets,” 
“lawlessness.” Reflect back to 7:15-23 
and 18:6-9. Warnings are given to “not 
fall away.” Hate will arise, not only 
from the outside, but within the church 
(a massive falling away). The church is 
a mixed body (see 13:37-43; 18:6-9; 
22:11-14). 



Comment—Internal problems 
documented in Matthew
� 7:13-27
◦ Narrow and wide gate
◦ False prophets
◦ Bearing fruit (v. 19) “Every tree that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.”
◦ Doing the will of “my Father”
◦ Building on the rock or the sand (wise 

and foolish people)
� 10:34-39 The cost of discipleship



Comment
� 13:24-30—Parable of weeds among the 

wheat— “the enemy has done this” “Let 
both grow together until the harvest” 
“reapers will connect the weeds first” then 
the wheat

� 18:6-9—stumbling blocks, “woe to the one 
by whom the stumbling block comes!” It is 
better to enter life maimed, lame, or with 
one eye, then to face the prospect of eternal 
punishment.

� 22:11-14—how did the person get into the 
wedding feast without a wedding garment, 
“For many are called, but few are chosen.”



Comment
� Luz (3:194) “When faced with 

schism, apostasy, and lack of love, 
one’s comfort lies in the imminent 
end of the world.” 

� The church is the victim of 
apocalyptic upheavals—wars, 
afflictions, flees to the mountains. 
The call is to endure to the end. 



Comment
� Augustine used vss. 10-12 to refute 

the Donatists (a church heresy of his 
time). 

� They are known by their “fruits.” 
� V. 12 describes a “love” that “will 

grow cold. Probably, this is love 
within the community. Fidelity to 
God and the church will wane. 
Again, a comparison with John 
15:18-21 may prove fruitful. 



The Desolating Sacrilege—15-
28
15 “So when you see the desolating 
sacrilege standing in the holy place, 
as spoken of by the prophet Daniel 
(let the reader understand), 16 then 
those in Judea must flee to the 
mountains; 17 the one on the housetop 
must not go down to take what is in 
the house; 18 the one in the field must 
not turn back to get a coat. 19 Woe to



Desolating Sacrilege
those who are pregnant and to those 
who are nursing infants in those days! 20

Pray that your flight may not be in 
winter or on a sabbath. 21 For at that 
time there will be great suffering, such 
as has not been from the beginning of 
the world until now, no, and never will 
be. 22 And if those days had not been cut 
short, no one would be saved; but for the 
sake of the elect those days will be cut 



Desolating Sacrilege 
short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, 
‘Look! Here is the Messiah!” or ‘There 
he is!’—do not believe it. 24 For false 
messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and produce great signs and 
omens, to lead astray, if possible, even 
the elect. 25 Take note, I have told you 
beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, 
‘Look! He is in the wilderness,’ do not



Desolating Sacrilege
go out. If they say, ‘Look! He is in the 
inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For 
as the lightning comes from the east 
and flashes as far as the west, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 28

Wherever the corpse is, there the 
vultures (eagles) will gather.



Coming of the Son of Man—29-
31
29 “Immediately after the suffering of 
those days

the sun will be darkened
and the moon will not give

its light;
the stars will fall from heaven,

and the powers of heaven 
will

be shaken.



Coming of the Son of Man
30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in heaven, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. 31 And he will send 
out his angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.



Comment
� The “desolating sacrilege” comes from the 

book of Daniel (9:27; 11:31; 12:11). The 
historical setting is in actuality 1 Macc. 
1:54; 6:7), the time of the Maccabean 
Revolt. The expression refers to the altar of 
Zeus erected by the Syrians on the 
sacrificial altar in the temple. 

� Application: Matthew sees it as the Jewish 
war, the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
flight of the churches from Judea.

� Application: End of the age refers to the 
coming tribulation (apocalyptic images).   



Comment
� The woe on those who are pregnant 

and who are nursing (v. 19) depicts the 
horrible conditions of the flight. 

� V. 20, flight when there is “stormy 
weather,” that is, when the wadis are 
filled with water.

� Flight on the “Sabbath” may indicate 
that the Matthean church still at this 
time kept the sabbath. 

� V. 21 begins the theme of “tribulation” 
and echoes v. 9. 



Comment
� Verses 23-26 contains the third and 

most detailed teaching against false 
prophets (vss. 4-5, 11, 23-26).

� V. 27 The use of “lightning” seems to 
suggest the universal nature of the 
parousia (“coming”) of Jesus. 

� In other words, Matthew seems to 
describe both the Jewish War in 
which the Temple was destroyed (70 
CE) and the end of the Age. 



Comment
� Vv. 29-31 describe the End with 

cosmic catastrophes, the darkening 
of the son and the moon and the 
shaking of cosmic powers (astral 
powers?). These are great 
apocalyptic images.

� The language echoes Isa. 13:10, 13; 
34e:4; Ezek 32:7-8; Joel 2:10; Amos 
8:9; see Rev. 6:12-13. 



Comment
� Summation: Matthew speaks of the recent 

past (Jewish War) and of his own present 
in a dark light. One reason is because, he, 
like Paul and Jesus, expected the End to 
come soon. But, (v. 36),tells us that no one 
knows the day and hour “not the Son, but 
only the Father.”

� The time before the end is the time of the 
final tribulation and the time of evil’s final 
rebellion. Matthew’s church remembers the 
Jewish War and Israel’s catastrophe.



Comment
� Matthew also knows that in his 

present time there are threats to the 
church including false prophets, 
Christian love growing cold, and an 
increase of unrighteousness.

� All this is contrasted with the great 
hope for the coming (parousia) of the 
glorified Christ from heaven that is 
cast in apocalyptic imagery. 

� Thus, chapter 24 prepares for chapter 
25, in which Jesus warns the disciples, 
and ready and fruitful.



Comment
� Difficulties for people today. 
◦ Can the “coming” of Christ be taken 

seriously? Over 2000 years of linear 
time has past. Only the Father knows. 
◦ Would not Christ have known? How 

does one reconcile verses 34 and 36?



Lesson of the Fig Tree—32-35
32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 
soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 33 So also, when you see 
all these things, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 34 Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. 
35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away.



The Necessity for 
Watchfulness—36-44
36 “But about that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in 
those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, 39 and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept



Watchfulness
them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 41 Two women 
will be grinding meal together; one 
will be taken and one will be left. 42

Keep awake therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43 But understand this: if the



Watchfulness
if the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let 
his house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.



Faithful or Unfaithful Slave—
45-51
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise 
slave, whom his master has put in 
charge of his household, to give the 
other slaves their allowance of food at 
the proper time? 46 Blessed is that 
slave whom his master will find at 
work when he arrives. 47 Truly I tell 
you, he will that one in charge of all 
his possessions. 48 But if that wicked



Faithful or Unfaithful Slave
slave says to himself ‘My master is 
delayed,’ 49 and he begins to beat his 
fellow slaves, and eats and drinks 
with drunkards, 50 the master of that 
slave will come on a day when he does 
not expect him and at an hour that he 
does not know. 51 He will cut him in 
pieces and put him with the 
hypocrites, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 


