
From Teaching to Action
� After the teachings of the SM in chaps 5-7, Jesus 

comes down from the mountain. Now, in chaps 8-9 we 
read of Jesus’ mighty deeds in a series of miracle 
stories joined together by two interludes and 
concluded with a transitional summary. 

� 8:1-17—Three healing accounts
� 8:18-22—First interlude: discipleship matters
� 8:23-9:8—Three more miracle accounts
� 9:9-17—Second interlude: call of Matthew and issues 

surrounding fasting
� 9:18-34—Three final miracle stories (one a doublet); 

total of ten.
� 9:35-38—Summary and transition to the mission 

discourse.



Other General Observations
� The material of chapters 8-9 has its origins 

in Mark and Q.
� Here, Matthew brings together ten miracle 

stories in nine accounts. This may suggest 
the miracles of Moses in Egypt (Exod. 7:8-
11:10). “Who is this?” “What is the source of 
his power?”

� Jesus’ deeds demonstrate God’s powerful 
and merciful salvation and anticipate the 
wholeness that God’s work brings to all of 
his creation, especially, the marginalized, 
the “nobodies” of Jesus’ social world, who 
are the recipients of God’s salvific mercy.





Introductory Thoughts
� The OT accounts of Elijah/Elisha 

provide models for understanding 
Jesus’ mighty works.

� A Jewish miracle worker was Hanina
ben Dosa.

� A little after Jesus, there are the 
accounts of the pagan Apollonius of 
Tyana.

� Jesus detractors did not deny his 
healing power; they attributed the 
power to Satan (Matt 9:32-34; 12:22-
30).



Jesus Cleanses a Leper 8:1-4
When Jesus had come down from the 
mountain, great crowds followed him; 2 and 
there was a leper who came to him and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, if you choose, you 
can make me clean.” 3 He stretched out his 
hand and touched him, saying, “I do choose, 
Be made clean!” Immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that 
you say nothing to anyone; but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer the gift that 
Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”



Jesus and the Leper 
� Leprosy was a defiling disease that 

covered a variety of skin diseases, 
unlike what we know today as 
Hansen’s disease.

� Regulations under the Law: Lev. 
13:45-56, 14:2-9  

� Purity expectations: the leper was 
ritually unclean and segregated from 
the Israelite community.

� The key word (“to be clean”) is used 
three times. We are dealing with Israel 
and its law. 



Jesus and the Leper
� The leper approaches Jesus in the 

same way as did the Magi (2:2, 8, 
11). Homage is paid to a royal or 
divine figure (“knelt before him”).

� The Leper acts like a disciple but we 
are clearly in Israel’s space. He’s a 
Jew and Jesus commands him to 
keep the law.



Jesus and the Leper
� The procedure for declaring a leper clean is 

outlined in Leviticus 14. Jesus, thus follows 
the SM and fulfills the law and the 
prophets (5:17).

� According to Lev 5:3 Jesus also contracted 
ritual uncleanness when he touched him. 

� The command to “say nothing” is not made 
as often in Matthew as in Mark, but, in 
9:30, “he sternly ordered them, ‘See that no 
one knows of this’” suggests that it was 
important to Matthew, as well.



Jesus Heals a Centurion’s 
Servant 8:5-13
5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion 
came to him, appealing to him 6 and saying, 
“Lord my servant is lying at home paralyzed, 
in terrible distress.” 7 And he said to him, “I 
will come and cure him. 8 The centurion 
answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have 
you come under my roof; but only speak the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I 
also am a man under authority, with soldiers 
under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes, 
and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to 
my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.”



8:5-13 (cont.)
10 When Jesus heard him, he was amazed 
and said to those who followed him, “Truly I 
tell you, in no one in Israel have I found such 
faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east 
and west and will eat with Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12

while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown 
into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And to the 
centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for 
you according to your faith.” And the servant 
was healed in that hour. 



Jesus the Healer 8:5-13 
� Capernaum was the “home” or center of Jesus’ public 

activity (see 4:13).
� The Centurion (commander of 100 soldiers) probably 

was an officer under Herod Antipas. Either on duty 
or retired, he was a Gentile.

� The word translated “servant” (pais) can also mean 
“son.” He is identified as a “slave” in Luke 7:2; but a 
“son” in John 4:46.

� Jesus offers to come to a Gentile’s house (social 
problem for Jews/Samaritans). The Centurion seeks 
to avoid the problem (a Jew entering the house of a 
Gentile).

� “Faith” here means the unconditional confidence in 
Jesus’ power to help—a boldness that refuses to be 
turned away.



Jesus the Healer (8:5-13)
� Therefore, the Gentile is a model for all 

believers. For another example of a Gentile 
see 15:28 (the Canaanite woman). 

� “. . . many from East and West” is an image 
of non-Jews coming to Jerusalem (see Isa 
2:2-4; 25:6; Micah 4:1-4). 

� “. . . sons of the kingdom” are Jews to whom 
the kingdom has been offered. 

� There is a story of a healing at distance in 
rabbinic literature (b. Ber 34b) in which 
Hanina ben Dosa prays on behalf of the son 
of Raban Gamaliel. 



Story of Hanina ben Dosa
� “Our Rabbis taught: Once the son of R. 

Gamaliel fell ill. He sent two scholars 
to R. Hanina b. Dosa to ask him to 
pray for him. When he saw them he 
went to an upper chamber and prayed 
for him. When he came down he said to 
them: Go, the fever has left him. They 
said to him: Are you a prophet? He 
replied: I am neither a prophet nor the 
son of a prophet, but I learnt this from



Hanina ben Dosa
� experience. If my prayer is fluent in 

my mouth, I know that he is accepted; 
but if not, I know that he is rejected. 
They sat down and made a note of the 
exact moment. When they came to R. 
Gamaliel, he said to them: By the 
temple service! You have not been a 
moment too soon or too late, but so it 
happened: at that very moment the 
fever left him and he asked for water 
to drink” (b. Ber. 34b).



Jesus the Healer
� The Jesus story is three dimensional.
◦ First, it is the story of a miracle.
◦ Second, the miracle happens to a Gentile 

but in Israel. He is a marginal figure 
looking to the future. He became a model of 
true humility or of faith.
◦ Finally, as a transparency of the church, 

the centurion becomes the first member of 
the gentile church. Thomas Aquinas said, 
he is the “Gentile Christians’ ancestor in 
faith.” 



Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother-in-
Law and others (8:14-17)
14 When Jesus entered Peter’s house, he 
saw his mother-in-law lying in bed with 
a fever; 15 he touched her hand, and the 
fever left her, and she got up and began 
to serve him. 16 That evening they 
brought to him many who were 
possessed with demons; and he cast out 
the spirits with a word and cured all 
who were sick. 17 This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah, “He took our infirmities and bore 
our diseases.”



Healing of Peter’s Mother-in-
Law
� Matthew shortens Mark’s account so as to 

put the spotlight directly on Jesus.
� Paul also indicates that Peter (“Cephas”) 

was married; see 1 Cor 9:5. 
� Again, Jesus “touches” the woman (see 8:3). 

Matthew avoids words or actions that 
might leave the impression that he was a 
magician, as later Jewish tradition 
charged. See also 9:34. All that matters is 
Jesus’ simple deed. 

� The healing is immediate and complete. 
She then “serves him” (Jesus). 



“Isaiah” Fulfillment
� The quotation, the eighth formula 

quotation introduces Isa 53:4. This 
is the famous Suffering Servant text. 
“The Servant’s assumption of 
sickness and diseases is part of his 
suffering. So, the quotation locates 
Jesus’ healing ministry in the 
context of his passion; it is not 
merely a matter of displaying 
power.” (Harrington, Matthew, 115)



Would Be Followers of Jesus 
(8:18-22)
18 Now when Jesus saw great crowds around 
him, he gave orders to go over to the other 
side. 19 A scribe then approached and said, 
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 
20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 21 Another 
of his disciples said to him, “Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus said to 
him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their 
own dead.”



First Interlude—Following 
Jesus
� The first “would be follower” of 

Jesus is a Jewish outsider. He 
addresses Jesus as “Teacher,” a 
term in Matthew reserved for 
outsiders. The exception is Judas 
who is the exception that proves the 
case.

� Jesus’ response underscores the 
homelessness and absolute poverty 
of Jesus.



First Interlude (cont.)
� The second person already is a disciple (he addresses 

Jesus as “Lord”).
� His request is understandable and marks a 

fulfillment of his pious familial duty in both Judaism 
and Hellenism.

� Jesus’ statement is absolutely shocking. Even Elisha 
was permitted by Elijah to see his mother and father 
before taking leave (1 Kings 19:20-21).

� To leave all and follow Jesus is scandalous and 
offensive. It is an oxymoron, a metaphor with a 
deeper meaning. We shouldn’t try to explain it away. 
It is intended to shock and to alienate.

� The interlude completes the first cycle of three 
miracle stories.


