
SPIRITUAL WARFARE: Class 36 

Bible verse of the Day: "You are all sons of God, through faith in Christ Jesus." Gal. 3: 
26. 

Last week, we talked about how Satan uses the weapons of Diversion, Distraction and 
Invisibility. Today, we will study some additional techniques and weapons he uses 
against us. 

 

VII. OTHER TECHNIQUES AND WEAPONS SATAN USES AGAINST US. 

A.  Despite all the horrific satanic weapons we've been talking about over the last 
weeks, the Devil's attacks are not usually that bizarre and supernatural.  

 1. Typically, he uses subtle weapons, which seems almost natural.  

  a. The demons often use intrigue, deception and trickery. 

   1. For example, the temptation of David that we talked about in an  
   earlier class, appealed to his pride. READ: 1 Chron. 21:1 

  b. Also, his temptation of Jesus in the Desert, which we also discussed,  
  was an appeal to his natural ambitions or desires (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1- 
  13). 

 2. Satan’s attacks are rarely direct and rarely does he involve himself in his 
 attacks against people.  

  a. Although he did directly tempt Jesus and Judas, these seem to be the  
  exception. 

  b. He mostly uses other means, which we might not recognize as being  
  satanically initiated.  

   1. For example, he might "speak" through other, less obvious,  
   agents so that we can't easily recognize that it is he who is   
   actually assaulting us.  

    a. Notice how Satan spoke through a serpent in the Garden of  
    Eden, and how he spoke through Peter when he resisted  
    Christ’s plan to die on the cross. READ: Matthew 16: 21-23.  

  c. Satan mostly uses his demons to do his bidding 

   1. READ: 2Cor. 12: 7. 

 

B.  The World, the Flesh and the Devil 
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 1. We are all familiar with these three main hostile forces; but, although there are 
 familiar bible stories that tell us how the devil directly attacks humans (like Job), 
 the truth is that he mostly uses the world and the flesh to attack believers.  

  a. Some might recognize Satan as the ultimate culprit, but people usually  
  blame the world or the flesh as the source of temptations (like Job's   
  friends). 

   b. Ironically, if we find out that it was actually Satan who was behind a  
  particular temptation, we are surprised because the forces of the world or  
  the flesh seem so natural to us that we don't look for or expect any deeper, 
  more sinister source. 

  c. It takes a discerning person to recognize the true source of his/her  
  temptation.  

   1. Pray to the Holy Spirit to give you the "gift of discernment" so  
   you can "test the spirits" and, therefore, use YOUR weapons to fight 
   Satan or his demons. 

  
 2. For some of us, the hardest battles are fought within ourselves (i.e., the flesh).  
 
  a. It's true that most of us can relate to the weapons that the enemy uses  
  and we can also relate to how "the world" lures and tempts us.  We can  
  even understand that the battle in the spiritual realm is real and ongoing;  
  but to recognize what's going on within our own hearts and minds is  
  often the hardest, most exhausting, battle of all. 
  
 3. To fully appreciate the battle within us we must first understand that the 
 desires of the flesh are part of our human nature and that this "nature" goes back 
 to the beginning of time. 
 
  a. READ: Genesis 4: 3-7.  
 
QUESTION: Describe the setting in which the word "sin" is first used in the Bible in 
verse 7. 
  
QUESTION: So, what was God's warning to Cain? 
  
 4. Cain's sin is just an example of the many sins we are capable of committing 
 and how we are tempted to let sin take control. 
  
  a. For example, how often do we find ourselves struggling with anger,  
  bitterness and hatred? And, how often have these feelings lead us into  
  areas of temptation and ultimately sin?  
 
  b. God told Cain and He also tells us, though His Word, to fight against  
  (resist!) those sinful thoughts and feelings.  
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C.  Satan will often use ideas or objects as weapons against us. 

 1. Some people, for example, believe that fortune telling, horoscopes and Ouija 
 boards are only harmless fun.  
 
 
 2.  Here's what the Bible says about such activities: READ: Lev. 19: 26-31 and 
 Deut. 18: 9-14 
 
 
QUESTION: Were you surprised to see PIERCING (i.e., "cut") and TATOOING (v. 28) 
on the list of what God tells us to avoid? Why do you think this admonition is in the 
Bible? 
  
 
 READ: Deut. 18: 9-14.  
 
QUESTION: Although sacrificing your children in the fire is repulsive to us and it 
makes sense that the Lord would forbid it, how many of us are just as repulsed by the 
other activities listed in this text? 
  
 
QUESTION: Why do you think the Bible warns us against engaging in these types of 
activities?  
 
 
Next week will be an exciting change as we talk about the weapons we have at our 
disposal in the Spiritual War! 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: parts of the topic on satanic weapons were borrowed from the Bible study, 
Spiritual Warfare, by Tonilee Adamson and Bobbye Brooks, and used with permission of Daily 
Disciples, Inc. 
 
 


