
SPIRITUAL WARFARE: Class 24 

Bible verse of the Day: "Do not think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 
once send me more than twelve legions (i.e., 72,000) angels." Matt. 26:53 (notation mine) 

Last week, we concluded our study on our Allies and also spent time studying Satan's 
Allies as well. This week, we will examine what are our Strengths and Weakness in the 
Spiritual battles we face. 

A. OUR STRENGTHS 

 1. Our greatest strength is found in the power of the Lord and the indwelling of 
 the Holy Spirit. 

  a. READ: Psalm 28:7. 

  b. READ: Isaiah 40:29. 

  c. READ: Isaiah 40:31.  

  d. READ: 2Cor. 12: 9-10. 

  e. READ: Eph. 3:16. 

  f. READ: Eph. 10.  

  g. READ: Phil. 4:3.  

 2.  Another strength we have is the knowledge and realization that Who we have 
 on our side is much more superior to Satan or any of his angels. 

  a. As Reggie Braziel, a Minister at the Christian Hope Church of Christ in  
  Plymouth, North Carolina said in his Dec. 11, 2016 sermon: 
 
  "Satan would have us to believe he is God's equal counterpart. He would  
  have us to believe he is omnipotent or “all-powerful” like God, but he's  
  NOT! His power is limited! He would also have us to believe he is omni- 
  present or “present in all places at all times” like God, but he's NOT!  
  It just  seems like Satan is everywhere because his demonic forces are  
  spread out all across the world. And Satan has “lots of allies” in   
  government positions and in the entertainment industry, and in the news  
  media, and in the academic world.  
  Satan would also have us to believe he is omniscient or all-knowing like  
  God, but he's not. Contrary to what you may think, there are no verses in  
  the Bible that says Satan knows everything or that he can even read your  
  thoughts. But Satan is very adept at predicting human behavior because  
  he has seen it operate for thousands of years."  
   
 
  b. Keep in mind, however, that God existed long before Satan!  
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 3. READ: Eph. 6: 10-12. How does Paul suggest we "be strong"?  

 

  a. Notice that Paul says we need to put on the FULL armor of God. In  
  other words, every one of these protections is critical to maintaining our  
  strength in battle. 

  b. We will examine each of these "weapons" in a subsequent class devoted  
  to the topic of Our Weapons. 

 

 4. Another of our God-given strengths is our WILL and our resolve... 

  a. Our will to fight!   

  b. Our will to win! 

  c. Our will to spend a joyous Eternity with our Lord! 

 

Although we have many advantages when it comes to our Strengths, it does not mean 
that we are all powerful. Indeed, we are plagued with a variety of WEAKNESSES. Let's 
examine some of them. 

A. One of the greatest dangers we face in our Spiritual battles is thinking that we can 
stand on our own strength, rather than in the strength of God.  

 1. Peter learned this lesson the hard way (READ: Matt.14: 22-23).  

 2. READ: 1Cor. 10:12-13. Paul warns every Christian about the danger of having  
 too much self-confidence. 

B. Another weakness we may face is when we, for one reason or another, faiI to 
"engage" or fight in the war. 
  
 1. READ: 2Sam. 11: 1 
 
  a. This example shows what happened when David shirked his   
  duty as King of Israel and did not go to war "at the time when kings go to  
  war".  
 
  b. This bad decision, on David's part, had devastating consequences  
  both for him and for his nation. 
 
   1. Because David stayed behind, it was then that he first saw   
   Bathsheba from the rooftop. The rest was history. 
 
C. Sometimes, like David, we intrude on God's domain and override the decrees of the 
Lord because we allow our EGO (and Satan!) to get the better of us.  
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 1. READ: 1Chronicles 21: 1. 
 
  a. Once again, we note how David stumbled. Immediately after his poor  
  decision to stay behind when his Army went to fight at Rabbah, David  
  once again came under the spell of Satan and made a sinful decision to  
  take a census of the Israelites. Thus, he angered God and the Lord   
  punished him by sending an angel to destroy Jerusalem. 
 
QUESTION: Does anyone remember WHY it was a "sin" for David to take a census? At 
first blush it would seem like a reasonable thing for a General to do, right? So, why did 
God become so angry and punish David by having Jerusalem destroyed?  
 
  
 2. READ: Exodus 30:12. As noted in this reading, it was up to God to command 
 a census, and, if David counted, he should only do it at God’s command. 
 
   a. This is why God was angry with David and also why Joab was   
  "repulsed" by David's command (v.6). It's also why David was   
  conscience-stricken and begged God to take away the guilt of his sin (v. 8). 
  David knew he had broken  the command the Lord gave in Exodus! 
 
 
 
D. Some of our other weaknesses are: 
 
 1. Lack of Time. Satan and the demons have much more of it than we do! 
 
 2. Lack of Energy to Fight. 
   
  a. This lack of energy can be caused by fatigue (not enough sleep), poor  
  diet, sickness (either physically or spiritually) and even overwork. 
 
   1. When we are exhausted, we become more susceptible to   
   temptation. 
 
QUESTION: Can you think of any examples where being tired, hungry, sick or 
overworked can cause you to sin?  
 
 
 
Next week, we will identify the Strengths and Weaknesses of our Enemy and our Allies.  
 


