
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	CLASS	28 

Bible verse of the Day: " When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him." Matt. 1:24 

Last week, we talked about how GOD is one of our greatest Allies and resources in our 
fight against Satan and his demons. We	 concluded,	 as	 part	 of	 our	 examination	 of	 the	
resources	God	gives	us	to	fight	our	battles,	the	fact	that	God	gives	us	everything	we	need	to	
succeed	in	our	fight.		

	
Today,	we	will	get	more	specific	about	what,	exactly	are	these	other	resources.	So,	today, 
we will consider one of our greatest earthly resources, the Church.	

We will also talk about one of the most amazing New Testament heroes and consider 
the advice he left us regarding our spiritual needs and resources. 

 

A. One of the greatest blessings and spiritual resources God has given us is the Church 
and its people. Here, like-minded brothers and sisters help us in our fight against evil. 

 1. Christians who pray for us, support us, give us employment opportunities, 
 encourage us, admonish us, teach us, etc. contribute and become part of God's 
 enormous reserve of resources. 

HANDOUT: 
OUR SPIRITUAL BATTLES AND THE CHURCH 

There is a great war being waged in the world today. It is an important 
invisible battle taking place in the spirit world. Military terminology is 
used throughout the New Testament because the early Church knew they 
were engaged in an intense spiritual struggle.  

Protection was seen in the armor of God. The Word of God was compared 
to a sword. Satan's attacks were called fiery darts. Faith was the "good 
fight" and believers were told to "fight the good fight".  

The same spiritual battle continues to this day, but instead of fighting the 
enemy present-day churches and their members are often distracted. Their 
focus is on building church buildings, producing musical dramas, holding 
fellowship meetings, and fighting one another while this great spiritual 
battle wages around them.  
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Satan has even intensified his attacks against a church that has withdrawn 
from the front lines of battle. The Bible states that God's people are 
destroyed because of lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6). One of the main areas 
in which believers are being defeated is due to lack of knowledge about the 
spiritual battle and in spiritual warfare. 

As the end of time approaches it is even more important for believers to 
understand spiritual warfare than in the early days of church history. The 
Apostle Paul warned, “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last 
days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God….” (2Tim 3:1-5). In order to be properly prepared in these horrific 
times, renewed emphasis must be placed on the strategies of spiritual 
warfare. The Christian life is war. The sooner we recognize and prepare for 
it, the sooner we will experience victory. 

 

QUESTION: Thinking about our own church, do you feel that, as stated in 
paragraph 3, that we are DISTRACTED by things other than focused on 
helping each other to fight the spiritual battles waging around us? 

QUESTION: Do you think, as stated in paragraph 4, that most of our 
congregation lacks knowledge about spiritual battles and warfare? If yes, 
what do you think we need to do to correct this situation? 

QUESTION: Reviewing what Paul wrote to Timothy about the end of 
times, do you think our world is experiencing these issues? Which ones 
seem to be the most prevalent? 

 
CONTINUING ON WITH OUR STUDY OF HOW THE CHURCH IS ONE OF OUR 
GREAT RESOURCES…. 

B. Contrary to what many might think, Satan’s present opposition to God's people and 
God's purposes is not as detrimental to the Church as some would have us believe. 

 1. If you think about it, in reality, Satan is actually furthering God’s purpose and 
 plan. How? 

  a. God has delayed casting Satan into the lake of fire because, in the devil's 
  "freedom" to operate as the "god of this world", he's actually fulfilling  
  God’s purposes without even realizing it!  
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  b. He is, in fact, bringing glory to God and producing that which God will  
  use for our good.  

 2. How is this possible?  

  a. Consider, for example, that while Satan inspired Judas to betray our  
  Lord, it was necessary to accomplish our salvation.  

  b. READ: 2Cor. 12: 7-10. Here is another example of God using evil for the 
  good. 

   1. Although "Satan’s messenger" afflicted Paul with a thorn in the  
   flesh, this was for Paul’s good.  

 3. READ: Romans 8:28.  

  b. Did you notice that the text says, "in all things, God works for the good  
  of those who love him"? In ALL things...good or bad! 

 4. So, because Satan is so full of pride and so busy carrying on his evil schemes, 
 God is actually using him for our good, and for His glory.  Praise God! 

 

REMEMBER THIS: There is not one thing which Satan does which is not allowed by 
God and which does not fulfill God’s purposes, His glory, and our good. The war is not 
being waged to see which side will win...God has already won the war through the 
death of His Son, Jesus Christ on the cross (READ: John 16:11). 

So, we know how the spiritual war between Satan and God ends and we are certain 
about it. The struggles, then, that we experience are simply a part of God’s eternal plan. 
And, thus, standing against the Devil's attacks...dressed in the full armor of God...is not 
only doing our part in the Spiritual War but, more importantly, our duty.  

The major question, then, is not, "Who will win?" but "Who will stand?" 

 

Now, let's consider the New Testament hero I mentioned at the beginning of class. 
He is none other than James...not the Apostle (the brother of John)...but the brother of 
Jesus. 

 

A.  James, the brother of Jesus, gives us a tremendous amount of information regarding 
the resources we have to help us fight our spiritual battles. 

 1. Because he was the brother of Jesus, he was privileged to have lived with Him 
 for 30 years before Jesus began His ministry.  

  a. Don't you think in those 30 years he witnessed some important lessons  
  from Jesus that might never have been shared with others outside of the  
  family? 
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 2. So, let's take a fresh look at the letter of James and see what else we can learn  
 about  our spiritual resources.  

  a. To do this properly, we need to read THE ENTIRE LETTER OF   
  JAMES...not just bits and pieces here and there. 

  b. I know this is a lot of scripture reading, but we rarely read the Bible  
  in LARGE BLOCKS and, therefore miss the point or take things out of  
  context.  

   1. This is similar to getting a 3-page letter from a friend and only  
   reading a sentence on p. 2 and then maybe in a day or two, reading  
   a paragraph on p. 1. 

  b. To truly appreciate the message James is giving his fellow Jews, who  
  are now scattered all over the world, we need to read it in total so we 
  can digest the whole message. 

  c. We don't, of course, have the time to read it in class today, so we will  
  study it as a class assignment and talk about it next week. 

 

ASSIGNMENT:  Sometime this week, read the Letter of James. As you read it, think 
about and WRITE DOWN statements that "speak to you", personally...especially with 
regard to YOUR spiritual battle(s). 

 

 

Next week, we will share your thoughts about James' letter and continue talking about 
the resources we have to fight our spiritual battles. 

 


