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• “But	Peter	was	following	him	at	
a	distance,	as	far	as	the	
courtyard	of	the	high	priest;	
and	going	inside,	he	sat	with	
the	guards	in	order	to	see	how	
this	would	end.”

Matthew	26:58	(NRSV)



• Cross	- 27:55
“there	looking	from	a	
distance”

• Burial	27:61	
“sitting	opposite	the	tomb”

• Easter	– 28:1
“went	to	see	the	tomb”



SoMatthew	28
The	Resurrected	Lord



In	Matthew’s	gospel,	the	
evangelist	bookends	his	
narrative	with	similar	
elements	and	themes	to	
create	an	inclusio
between	the	birth	
narrative	and	the	passion	
narrative.



In	the	birth	narrative,	an	
angel	visits	Joseph	in	a	
dream	to	reveal	to	him:
• The	Divinity	of	the	
child	Mary	carried
• The	Name	- Jesus
• The	Purpose	-To	bring	
salvation	to	the	world.
• The	Promise- He	
would	be	called	
Immanuel- God	with	
us.



In	the	passion	narrative,	an	angel	
appears	to	the	two	Mary’s	after	
the	death	and	resurrection	of	
Jesus	to	roll	away	the	stone	and	
to	reveal	the	empty	tomb.

The	Divinity	of	Jesus	is	revealed	
to	the	world.

His	salvific	action	through	the	
death,	burial,	and	resurrection	
has	been	accomplished.



The	birth	narrative	is	
marked	by	the	
extraordinary	
phenomenon	of	a	
brilliant	star	that	
announced	the	birth	
of	the	King	of	the	
Jews	and	led	the	
Gentile	Magi	to	faith.



The	passion	narrative	is	
marked	by	the	extraordinary	
phenomena	of	an	
earthquake,	rocks	rent,	
tombs	opened,	bodies	raised	
that	bring	faith	to	Gentiles	-
the	centurion	and	those	on	
guard	with	him.



The	destructive	plans	of	
Herod,	the	chief	priests,	
and	the	scribes	are	
frustrated	by	divine	
providence	in	the	birth	
story.



The	destructive	
plans	of	Pilate,	the	
chief	priests,	and	
the	Pharisees	to	
block	the	
resurrection	are	
frustrated	by	divine	
providence	in	the	
passion	story.



Look,	the	virgin	shall	
conceive

And	bear	a	son,
And	they	shall	name	him
Emmanuel,	which	means	

“God	is	with	us.”
(1:23)

“Behold,	I	am	with	you,	
always,	to	the	end	of	the	
age.”	(28:20b)



In	Matthew’s	gospel,	the	
correspondence	between	
the	birth	and	passion	
narratives	demonstrate	
that	God’s	hand	is	
evident	from	the	
beginning	to	the	end	in	
planning	the	story	of	His	
Son.



The	Burial	of	Jesus
Matthew	27:57-61

57	When	it	was	evening,	there	came	a	rich	man	from	
Arimathea,	named	Joseph,	who	was	also	a	disciple	of	Jesus.	58	
He	went	to	Pilate	and	asked	for	the	body	of	Jesus;	then	Pilate	
ordered	it	to	be	given	to	him.	59	So	Joseph	took	the	body	and	
wrapped	it	in	a	clean	linen	cloth	60	and	laid	it	in	his	own	new	
tomb,	which	he	had	hewn	in	the	rock.		He	then	rolled	a	great	
stone	to	the	door	of	the	tomb	and	went	away.	61	Mary	
Magdalene	and	the	other	Mary	were	there,	sitting	opposite	
the	tomb.



Following	the	crucifixion,	Joseph	of	Arimathea,	went	to	Pilate	to	
request	the	body	of	Jesus.
• According	to	Mark	and	Luke,	Joseph	of	Arimathea,	a	disciple	of	
Jesus,	was	a	prominent	member	of	the	council	of	the	
Sanhedrin.	Luke	adds	that	he	was	a	good	and	righteous	man.
•Matthew	identified	him	as	a	“rich	man,”	
-- rather	than	describe	him	as	an	associate	of	Jesus’	enemies	in	
response	to	the	animosity	between	the	Jewish	leaders	of	the	
synagogues	and	the	Christ	followers	during	the	period	in	which	
he	wrote	the	gospel,	and
-- to	indicate	that	Joseph	had	enough	power	and	influence	to	
approach	Pilate	with	the	request	for	Jesus’	body.



It	would	not	have	been	an	unusual	
request	for	a	disciple	to	bury	his	master,	
so	it	would	not	have	been	unusual	for	
Pilate	to	grant	the	request	of	this	
influential	man.
• From	the	Jewish	perspective,	it	was	a	
requirement	that	the	body	of	an	
executed	criminal	not	be	allowed	to	be	
hanging	“on	a	tree”	through	the	night	
(Dt.	21:22-23),	especially	as	the	sabbath	
approached.
• His	action	prevented	Jesus’	body	from	
remaining	on	the	cross,	(the	Roman	
practice)	and	from	being	given	a	
dishonorable	burial	in	a	common	grave.



Joseph	provided	a	brand	new	tomb	
which	he	had	recently	prepared.
• Jesus	had	died	as	a	criminal	and	from	a	
Jewish	perspective,	cursed	by	God,	but	
nonetheless,	he	had	been	given	an	
honorable	burial.
• Because	it	was	a	new	tomb,	
-- there	could	be	no	confusion	of	
bodies
-- and	there	could	be	no	mistake	
concerning	which	tomb	Jesus	had	been	
buried.	Luz	writes	that	the	location	of	
Joseph’s	tomb	was	clearly	known	by	the	
church.



• Two	women,	Mary	Magdalene	and	
the	other	Mary	(mother	of	James	
and	Joseph)	followed	the	body	and	
sat	across	from	the	tomb	where	
they	would	have	been	able	to	see	
Joseph	put	the	body	in	the	tomb	
and	seal	it	with	the	huge	stone.
•Matthew’s	inclusion	of	this	detail	
certifies	the	two	women	as	
witnesses	(18:16)	to	the	burial	of	
Jesus	and	in	28:6,	they	will	serve	as	
witnesses	to	the	resurrection.



The	Posting	of	the	Guard

62	The	next	day,	that	is,	after	the	day	of	Preparation,	the	chief	
priests	and	the	Pharisees	gathered	before	Pilate	63	and	said,	
“Lord,	we	remember	what	that	deceiver	said	while	he	was	still	
alive,	‘After	three	days	I	will	rise	again.’	64	Therefore	
command	the	tomb	to	be	made	secure	until	the	third	day;	
otherwise	his	disciples	may	go	and	steal	him	away,	and	tell	the	
people,	‘He	has	been	raised	from	the	dead,’	and	the	last	
deception	would	be	worse	than	the	first.”	65	Pilate	said	to	
them,	“You	have	a	guard	of	soldiers;	go,	make	it	as	secure	as



you	can.”	66	So	they	went	with	the	guard	and	made	the	tomb	
secure	by	sealing	the	stone.	



• The	Pharisees	call	Pilate	
“Lord,”	a	title	they	never	
granted	Jesus.
• Ulrich	Luz	writes	that	when	
the	Jewish	authorities	refer	
to	Jesus	as	“the	deceiver,”	
they	are	using	a	catchword	
that	played	a	major	role	in	
the	Jewish	Christian	
polemic	after	70.	
• “While	he	was	still	alive”	
shows	that	his	opponents	
regard	Jesus’	death	as	
definitive.



• It	would	have	been	extraordinary	for	the	chief	priests	and	the	
Pharisees	to	meet	on	the	sabbath,	but	the	circumstances	
warranted	urgent	action	regarding	“the	deceiver.”
• They	would	have	remembered	Jesus’	claim	that	after	three	
days	he	would	rise:
-- the	sign	of	Jonah	(12:40)
-- rebuilding	the	temple	in	three	days	(26:61,	27:40)
• They	wanted	Pilate	to	place	a	guard	at	the	tomb	to	keep	the	
disciples	from	stealing	the	body.
•With	no	body	in	the	tomb,	the	disciples	could	claim	that	to	be	
the	proof	that	Jesus	had	been	raised	from	the	dead.



• The	Jewish	authorities	were	
fearful	that	the	disciples	would	
steal	Jesus’	body,	but	even	
more	fearful	of	the	impact	of	
the	disciples’	claim	that	“he	
had	been	raised	from	the	
dead.”	
• The	resurrection,	in	fact,	
became	the	central	tenet	of	
the	Christian	faith.		Their	fears	
of	its	importance	were	
justified.



• Pilate	gives	authority	for	a	
guard	and	for	the	tomb	to	be	
sealed.
• It	is	likely	that	the	stone	was	
actually	sealed	shut	with	official	
seals	that	if	broken	would	attest	
the	opening	of	the	tomb.
• Hagner writes	that	the	irony	of	
their	action	is	that	the	
opponents	took	Jesus’	words	
about	rising	from	the	dead	
more	seriously	than	did	the	
disciples.



• This	material	is	unique	to	Matthew	and	does	not	appear	in	the	
other	gospels.	
•Matthew	is	writing	to	a	Jewish	readership	who	would	have	
been	very	familiar	with	the	claim	that	Jesus’	disciples	had	
stolen	his	body	from	the	tomb.
•Matthew	refutes	that	claim	with	this	passage	recording	the	
measures	taken	by	the	Jewish	authorities	to	prevent	such	an	
occurrence.
• This	passage	serves	as	an	apology	against	the	Jewish	argument	
against	the	resurrection.



The	Resurrection
Matthew	28

After	the	sabbath,	as	the	first	day	of	the	week	was	dawning,	Mary	
Magdalene	and	the	other	Mary	went	to	see	the	tomb.	2	And	
suddenly	there	was	a	great	earthquake;	for	an	angel	of	the	Lord,	
descending	from	heaven	came	and	rolled	back	the	stone	and	sat	
on	it.	His	appearance	was	like	lightning	and	his	clothing	white	as	
snow.	4	For	fear	of	him	the	guards	shook	and	became	like	dead	
men.		5	But	the	angel	said	to	the	women,	“Do	not	be	afraid;	



I	know	that	you	are	looking	for	Jesus	who	was	crucified.	6	He	is	not	
here;	for	he	has	been	raised,	as	he	said.	Come,	see	the	place	where	
he	lay.	Then	go	quickly	and	tell	his	disciples,	‘He	has	been	raised	
from	the	dead,	and	indeed	he	is	going	ahead	of	you	to	Galilee;	there	
you	will	see	him.’	This	is	my	message	for	you.”	8	So	they	left	the	
tomb	quickly	with	fear	and	great	joy,	and	ran	to	tell	his	disciples.	
9	Suddenly	Jesus	met	them	and	said,	“Greetings!”	And	they	came	to	
him,	took	hold	of	his	feet,	and	worshiped	him.	10	Then	Jesus	said	to	
them,	“Do	not	be	afraid;	go	and	tell	my	brothers	to	go	to	Galilee;	
there	they	will	see	me.”



• The	resurrection	narrative	begins	with	
this	account	of	the	empty	tomb	and	
follows	the	story	of	the	precautions	taken	
by	the	Jewish	authorities	to	guard	against	
any	intrusion	into	the	tomb.
• At	dawn	after	the	Sabbath	on	the	first	
day	of	the	week,	Mary	Magdalene	and	
Mary,	the	mother	of	James	and	Joseph,	
returned	to	the	tomb.	In	27:61,	these	
two	women	had	been	watching	as	
Joseph	of	Arimathea	had	placed	Jesus	in	
the	tomb	and	rolled	the	stone	in	place	to	
seal	the	tomb.



• The	angel	(the	first	appearance	of	an	
angel	since	the	birth	narrative)	appears	
with	a	great	earthquake,	rolls	away	the	
stone	and	sits	upon	it.	
• The	narrative	assumes	the	resurrection,	
rather	than	describing	how	or	when	it	
happened.		
• The	announcement	is	made	by	the	
remarkable	phenomena	of	an	
earthquake,	an	open	tomb,	and	the	
appearance	like	lightning	of	an	angel	with	
clothing	as	white	as	snow.



• The	Roman	soldiers	faint	away.	
• Ironically,	the	soldiers	appear	dead	and	the	dead	one	has	
arisen.
• The	angel	implores	the	women	to	not	be	afraid,	which	is	the	
biblical	reaction	when	people	find	themselves	confronting	a	
divine	presence.
• The	angel	delivers	the	first	account	of	Jesus’	resurrection	to	
the	women,	instructing	them	to	tell	the	disciples	and	to	go	to	
Galilee	where	Jesus	would	meet	them.



Donald	Hagner writes:

It	is	striking- indeed,	in	the	contemporary	Jewish	context	simply	
astonishing	– that	the	women	became	the	first	custodians	of	this	
message	and	thus	in	effect	became	the	first	proclaimers	of	the	key	
element	of	the	kerygma.		The	absent	disciples	must	at	first	rely	on	the	
testimony	of	women.

No	invented	story	in	that	culture	would	have	given	women	the	
prominence	and	entrusted	the	first	proclamation	of	the	resurrection,	
and	indeed	the	initial	witness	of	it,	to	such	questionable	witnesses.



The	Appearance	of	the	Risen	Savior	
to	the	Women

So	they	left	the	tomb	quickly	with	fear	and	great	joy,	and	ran	
to	tell	his	disciples.	9	Suddenly	Jesus	met	them	and	said,	
“Greetings!”	And	they	came	to	him,	took	hold	of	his	feet,	and	
worshiped	him.	10	Then	Jesus	said	to	the,	“Do	not	be	afraid;	
go	and	tell	my	brothers	to	go	to	Galilee;	there	they	will	see	
me.”



• The	two	Mary’s	are	not	only	given	the	first	responsibility	to	
proclaim	the	message	that	Jesus	had	been	raised	from	the	dead,	
they	were	also	given	the	privilege	of	being	the	first	to	see	the	
arisen	Jesus.
• Jesus	tells	them	to	“fear	not,”	a	Christological	affirmation	that	the	
women	are	standing	before	a	divine	being.	
• They	fall	at	his	feet	in	worship,	not	as	Jesus,	their	beloved	
teacher,	but	Jesus,	the	Son	of	God,	the	Messiah.
• Jesus	tells	them	to	go	tell	his	brothers	to	go	to	Galilee.		He	will	
meet	them	there.		
• Jesus	uses	the	tender	expression	of	“brothers,”	signifying	their	
abandonment	and	betrayal	have	been	forgiven.



• The	disciples	have	not	been	heard	
of	since	Peter’s	denial,	but	the	
women	remained	from	a	distance	
to	witness	the	crucifixion	and	
burial.		Now	the	resurrection	is	
first	revealed	to	them.
• The	church	fathers		regarded	the	
first	appearance	of	the	risen	Jesus	
to	the	women	to	be	theologically	
important.
• They	contrasted	this	event	
typologically	with	Genesis	3.



Jerome	writes	that	at	this	
event,	Jesus	removed	the	curse	
that	had	been	put	on	women	
because	of	Eve.									
4th Century	Roman	theologian

“Because	death	came	from	that	
[female]	gender,	it	was	first	granted	
the	glory	the	vison	the	fruit,	and	the	
message	of	the	resurrection.”		
Hilary,	4th Century	Bishop	of	Poitiers



John	Chrysostom	emphasizes	in	
this	passage	that	with	this	meeting	
with	women	Christ	“brought	the	
extremely	dishonored	[female]	
gender	to	honor	and	to	joyful	
hopes	and	healed	the	misery.”
Archbishop	of	Constantinople,	died	407

“The	female	gender	has	acquired	
both	release	from	condemnation	and	
the	reversal	of	the	curse.”
Cyril	of	Alexandria,	Patriarch	of	Alexandria	
412-444



The	Jewish	Authorities	Concoct	a	Story

11	While	they	were	going,	some	of	the	guard	went	into	the	
city	and	told	the	chief	priests	everything	that	had	happened.	
12	After	the	priests	had	assembled	with	the	elders,	they	
devised	a	plan	to	give	a	large	sum	of	money	to	the	soldiers,	13	
telling	them,	“You	must	say,	‘His	disciples	came	by	night	and	
stole	him	away	while	we	were	asleep.’	14	If	this	comes	to	the	
governor’s	ears,	we	will	satisfy	him	and	keep	you	out	of	
trouble.”	15	So	they	took	the	money	and	did	as	they	were	
directed.	And	this	story	is	still	told	among	the	Jews	to	this	day.



This	pericope,	along	with	27:62-66,	is	unique	to	Matthew	and	is	either	
composed	by	him	or	drawn	from	an	unknown	source.
• The	Roman	soldiers	went	to	the	chief	priests	and	elders	to	announce	
all	that	had	transpired	at	the	same	time	that	the	women	were	on	
their	way	to	announce	Jesus’	resurrection	to	the	disciples.
• Ulrich	Luz	writes	that	Matthew’s	juxtaposition	of	these	events	
emphasized	the	polarity	of	the	moment.
• The	women	hurry	to	announce	that	Jesus,	an	innocent	man,	has	
been	triumphant	over	death,	while	the	soldiers	run	to	tell	the	Jewish	
authorities,	who	stand	with	blood	on	their	hands,	that	their	plot	to	
kill	Jesus	has	been	defeated.



• To	hear	the	details	of	the	earthquake,	the	rolled	back	stone,	and	
the	angel	who	shone	like	lightning,	may	have	unnerved	the	Jewish	
authorities,	but	they	had	made	up	their	minds.
• Even	“the	sign	of	Jonah”	cannot	overcome	their	opinion	of	Jesus.
• They	plotted	the	next	action	in	their	conspiracy	to	discredit	Jesus’	
life	and	mission.
• The	authorities	offer	the	soldiers	a	large	amount	of	money	to	say	
that	Jesus’	disciples	came	by	night	and	stole	his	body,	while	the	
soldiers	had	been	sleeping.
• This	serves	as	an	inclusio to,	the	gathering	of	Jewish	authorities	at	
the	beginning	of	the	passion	narrative	(26:3-4)	and	giving	Judas	
silver	pieces	in	return	for	his	betrayal	(26:15).



There	were	problems	with	this	story:
• The	penalty	for	the	failure	of	a	soldier	to	remain	awake	
on	guard	could	amount	to	capital	punishment.
•How	could	they	be	sure	what	had	transpired	if	they	had	
been	asleep?
•How	could	they	have	slept	so	soundly	that	they	missed	
the	stone	being	rolled	away	from	the	door	of	the	tomb?
• Instead	of	censure,	the	soldiers	walked	away	with	money	
in	their	pockets.



In	The	Death	of	the	Messiah,	
R.E.	Brown	writes	that	this	story	
became	“a	type	of	antigospel”	
which	became	particularly	
effective	among	Jews	as	an	
explanation	of	the	empty	tomb	
and	the	disappearance	of	Jesus’	
body.
The	Jewish	authorities	used	lies	
to	bring	about	Jesus’	death	and	
their	lies	would	be	used	to	try	to	
kill	his	memory.



The	Commissioning	of	the	Disciples

16	Now	the	eleven	disciples	went	to	Galilee,	to	the	mountain	
to	which	Jesus	had	directed	them.	17	When	they	saw	him,	
they	worshiped	him;	but	they	doubted.	18	And	Jesus	came	
and	said	to	them,	“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth	has	
been	given	to	me.	Go,	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	
nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	
Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	20	and	teaching	them	to	obey	
everything	that	I	have	commanded	you.	And	remember,	I	am	
with	you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age.”



• For	the	first	time,	the	disciples	are	no	longer	the	twelve,	but	
the	eleven.
• The	disciples	have	traveled	up	to	Galilee	as	they	have	been	
commanded	by	the	angel	at	the	tomb,	and	by	Jesus.
• The	consummation	of	the	story	takes	place	where	Jesus’	
ministry	began	– in	“Galilee	of	the	Gentiles”	the	light	dawns	
that	overcomes	the	shadow	of	death	(4:15-16)	and	makes	
possible	the	mission	to	the	Gentiles	(v.	19).



The	disciples	meet	Jesus	on	the	mountain	(a	place	of	revelation)	that	he	
has	designated.	
The	“mountain”	has	been	significant	in	the	life	of	Jesus.
• On	the	mountain	in	the	third	temptation,	Satan	offered	Jesus	“all	these	
things”	if	Jesus	would	only	bow	down	before	him.		Now	Jesus	has	been	
given	all	power	and	authority	by	God.
• Jesus	delivered	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount	up	on	the	mountain.		This	
mountain	was	singled	out	as	the	place	of	Jesus’	teaching	and	Jesus	now	
instructs	his	disciples	“	to	teach	them	to	obey	everything	I	have	
commanded	you.”	
• On	the	mountain	of	the	Transfiguration,	Jesus	first	revealed,	in	part,	his	
glory	to	his	inner	circle.		Now	he	stands,	fully	revealed,	in	his	glory	
before	the	eleven.



•Matthew	writes	that	the	disciples,	like	the	women,	worshiped	
Jesus,	but,	unlike	the	women,	they		doubted.
• Hagner writes	that	the	word	for	doubt	here	is	much	like	the	
doubt	of	Peter	when	he	walked	on	water	until	he	became	
afraid.	
• It	is	more	accurately	defined	as	hesitation	or	indecision.
• Hagner continues	that	it	seems	clear	that	Matthew	wanted	
members	of	his	community	to	apply	the	truth	to	themselves.		
• “Matthew	understands	that	the	fluctuation	between	worship	
and	indecision	is	every	disciple’s	struggle.		What	is	needed	is	
confidence	that	Jesus	is	Lord	of	all	and	present	with	them	at	all	
times.”	D.E.	Garland,	Reading	Matthew:	A	Literary	and	Theological	
Commentary	on	the	First	Gospel



• Jesus	asserts	his	authority	as	he	commissions	the	disciples.
• “All	authority	has	been	given	to	me	in	heaven	and	upon	the	
earth”	assumes	that	God	has	granted	this	sovereignty	to	His	Son.
• The	resurrection	serves	as	a	vindication	of	all	of	the	words	and	
actions	of	Jesus	during	his	ministry.
• Jesus’	authority	and	his	presence	will	empower	the	disciples	to	
fulfill	the	commission	to	go	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	
baptizing	them	in	the	Name	of	the	Father,	the	Son	and	the	Holy	
Spirit	and	to	teach	all	that	Jesus	had	taught	them.
• For	the	first	time	the	limitation	of	the	gospel	to	Israel	is	removed,	
following	the	death	and	the	resurrection	of	Jesus.



Jesus	now	includes	the	Gentiles	in	the	history	of	salvation.	
Throughout	his	gospel,	Matthew	foreshadows	this	moment:
• His	gospel	begins:	A	record	of	the	genealogy	of	Jesus	Christ	the	
son	of	David,	the	son	of	Abraham.	(1:1)
•Matthew	includes	a	Gentile	woman,	Ruth,	in	the	genealogy.	(1:5)
• The	Magi	travel	from	the	East,	following	the	star,	to	find	the	King	
of	the	Jews.	(2:1-12)
• Jesus	heals	the	servant	of	the	Centurion	because	of	his	great	
faith.	(8:5-13)
• Jesus	healed	the	daughter	of	the	Canaanite	woman,	when	she	
demonstrated	great	faith	in	Jesus.	(15:	21-28)



• The	wife	of	Pilate	receives	
revelation	in	a	dream.		At	the	
same	time	that	the	chief	priests	
and	elders	were	inciting	the	
crowds	to	demand	that	Jesus	be	
crucified,	she	implores	her	
husband	to	have	nothing	to	do	
with	this	“just	man.”	(27:19)
• Pilate	washes	his	hands	to	
symbolize	his	innocence	of	Jesus’	
blood,	leaving	the	crowd	to	
accept	responsibility	for	the	
blood.	(27:24)
• The	Centurion	and	the	other	
guards	proclaim,	“Truly	this	was	
God’s	Son.”	(27:54)



The	Matthean	Passion	
Narrative	sets	Gentiles	
as	alongside	those	
who	recognize	the	
divinity	of	Jesus.	
The	new	covenant	
community	is	no	
longer	one		based	on	
membership	in	a	
national	race.



It	is	now	based	on	
repentance	and	
faith,	which	is	open	
to	both	Jew	and	
Gentiles.

The	new	covenant	
community	is	now	
the	community	of	
the	forgiven.



Three	Dimensional	
Christian



This	is	the	whole	of	Christianity.		There	is	nothing	else.		It	is	so	easy	to	
get	muddled	about	that.		It	is	easy	to	think	that	the	Church	has	a	lot	of	
different	objects	– education,	building,	missions,	holding	services.	
.	.	.	.

[T]he	Church	exists	for	nothing	else	but	to	draw	men	into	Christ,	to	
make	them	little	Christs.		If	they	are	not	doing	that,	all	the	cathedrals,	
clergy,	missions,	sermons,	even	the	Bible	itself,	are	simply	a	waste	of	
time.	God	made	Man	for	no	other	purpose.

C.S.	Lewis,	Mere	Christianity,	“Is	Christianity	Hard	or	Easy?”		at	171	(1st
Copyright	1943)


