
Once Again: Welcome to Our 
Sunday Morning Class!
� We are studying Jesus’ miracle 

ministry in Matthew 8-9.
� Today, our focus is on the second 

triad of stories and the two-part 
interlude that follows.



Jesus Stills the Storm 8:23-27
23 And when he got into the boat, his 
disciples followed him. 24 A windstorm arose 
on the sea, so great that the boat was being 
swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25

And they went and woke him up, saying, 
“Lord, save us! We are perishing!” 26 And he 
said to them, “Why are you afraid, you of 
little faith?” Then he got up and rebuked the 
winds and the sea; and there was a dead 
calm. 27 They were amazed, saying, “What 
sort of man is this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey him?” 



Overpowering Natural Forces 
(8:23-27)
� The boat is probably a metaphor (a 

transparency) for the community of disciples 
(Matthew’s church[es]).

� The “sea” has a long history as a threatening, 
chaotic power that God controls (Gen. 1:6-10; 
Pss. 107:23-30; 74:13-14; 89:10-12). The Greek 
term for the storm is seismos (“earthquake,” 
not used in Mark). It has apocalyptic 
significance (see Matt. 27:51-53).

� Metaphorically, the disciples are tossed about 
by chaotic evil powers, but Jesus overcomes 
the storm and brings his peace.

� The cry, “Lord, save us! We are perishing” 
takes the form of a prayer. 



8:23-27 (cont.)
� Jesus controls the seas (see Ps. 69:1-

3, 30-36), just as God did in the 
exodus from Egypt (Exod. 14-15) and 
did in the Babylonian deliverance 
(Isa. 43:1-2). 

� “Little faith” describes the disciples 
struggle to trust (8:25-26) and 
understand (8:27) that Jesus is the 
mediator of God’s kingdom (power 
and rule).



Jesus Heals the Gadarene
Demoniacs 8:28-9:1
28 When he came to the other side, to the 
country of the Gadarenes, two 
demoniacs coming out of the tombs met 
him. They were so fierce that no one 
could pass that way. 29 Suddenly they 
shouted, “What have you to do with us, 
Son of God? Have you come to torment 
us before the time?” 30 Now a large herd 
of swine was feeding at some distance 
from them. 31 The demons begged him, 
“If you cast us out, send us into the herd 
of swine.”



8:28-9:1 (cont.)
32 And he said to them, “Go!” So they came 
out and entered the swine; and suddenly, the 
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into 
the sea and perished in the water. 33 The 
swineherds ran off, and on going into the 
town, they told the whole story about what 
had happened to the demoniacs. 34 Then the 
whole town came out to meet Jesus; and 
when they saw him they begged him to leave 
their neighborhood. 91 And after getting into 
a boat he crossed the sea and came to his 
own town.



The Gadarene Demoniacs 
(8:28-9:1)
� As Jesus overcomes the chaotic forces of 

nature, so, he now overcomes demonic 
forces in humans. The demons know Jesus’ 
identity. He is “Son of God” (see, 8:29; 2:15; 
3:17; 4:23-25). The demons are integral to 
Satan’s empire (4:8-9).

� The two men are marginal outcasts; 
perhaps, expendables, dwelling outside of 
the town among the tombs, that is, in the 
midst of impurity and death.

� The herd of pigs indicate that this is 
Gentile country; pigs were “unclean” to 
Jews.



Gadarene Demoniacs (cont.)
� The Son of God has disrupted the 

local community’s social and 
economic traditions. They beg Jesus 
to leave (8:34). 

� Thus far Jesus has demonstrated 
power over a storm at sea and 
demons. In the next healing story, 
he will depict his power over sin (“he 
will save his people from their sins” 
1:21).



Jesus Heals a Paralytic (9:2-8)
2 And just then some people were 
carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins 
are forgiven.” 3 Then some of the scribes 
said to themselves, “This man is 
blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, perceiving 
their thoughts, said, “Why do you think 
evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, 
to say, “’Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Stand up and walk’?



Jesus Heals a Paralytic
6 But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins”—he then said to the 
paralytic– “Stand up, take your bed 
and go to your home.” 7 And he stood 
up and went to his home. 8 When the 
crowds saw it, they were filled with 
awe, and they glorified God, who had 
given such authority to human 
beings.



Forgiving and Healing the 
Paralytic (9:2-8)
� Background: In Jesus’ social world 

sickness was often assumed to result 
from someone’s sin or from demons (cf. 
Deut. 28:15; 27-29; John 9:2). 

� What is the connection between Jesus 
power to heal and his power to forgive 
sins? 

� “Sin” often is personified as a powerful 
figure (Paul, Romans 5-8). Sin belongs 
on the side of the forces of “the evil 
one.”



Forgiveness and Healing
� The healing of the paralytic and the 

forgiveness of sins are another expression 
of divine power against the powers of evil. 
They are another step toward realizing 
God’s reign. 

� Jesus does what no ordinary human person 
can do. He has demonstrated his power 
beyond that of rabbis and Jewish leaders. 
The human Jesus is God’s Son. He is 
divine.

� Note the ending: the crowds were filled 
with awe, “and they glorified God, who had 
given such authority to human beings.”



Forgiveness of Sins
� Forgiveness of sins is an important 

theme in Matthew (1:21; 26:28; 6:12, 
14; 18:15-35). 

� The healing story points to the Son of 
Man’s all-embracing authority. 
◦ The church experiences the Lord’s 

forgiveness in eating the Lord’s Supper 
(26:28).
◦ The church experiences forgiveness in 

prayer (6:12, 14). God’s forgiveness does 
not happen in isolation from our forgiving 
one another.



Son of Man
� The use of the term “Son of man” 

can refer to a human being (Ezek. 2), 
or to a heavenly figure who rules 
(Dan. 7:13-14) and pronounces God’s 
judgment at the end of the age over 
oppression (Matt. 25:31-46). For 
Jesus, the term applies to his 
present and future role. 



Interlude 2, Part 1: The Call of 
Matthew (9:9-13)
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a 
man called Matthew at the tax booth; 
and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he 
got up and followed him.
10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, 
many tax collectors and sinners came 
and were sitting with him and his 
disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, “Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?”



Interlude 2: Call of Matthew
12 But when he heard this, he said, 
“Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. 13

Go and learn what this means, ‘I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 
come to call not the righteous but 
sinners.”



Call of Matthew
� Matthew, as a tax collector, helped 

finance the extravagant lifestyle of the 
Roman Empire. Many tax collectors 
were exploitative and, thus, generally 
hated. Imagine a tollbooth in 
Capernaum at which fees were 
collected on fish as they were 
transported from the sea to various 
locations. 

� Jesus deliberately calls Matthew to 
leave all and follow him. 



Levi and Matthew
� In Mark, a person named Levi, not 

Matthew, is called by Jesus (Mark 2:13).
� Why the change? Two basic explanations.
◦ Levi is the surname of Matthew. But, call 

scenes always address disciples by their first 
name, Peter, Andrew, James, and John, etc.
◦ We have two different persons. Matthew is a 

member of the 12 (10:3). He was a tax collector. 
He was important to the church of this Gospel 
(patron?). His name is close to the Greek word 
for “disciple.” Why is the Gospel called 
“Matthew?” Perhaps, the later readers drew 
upon his named based on 9:9. We don’t know.



“Mercy” and the Tax Collectors
� In 9:13 Matthew quotes Hosea 6:6, “I desire 

mercy and not sacrifice.” It is repeated in 
12:7. This is peculiar to Matthew. Calling 
and eating with tax collectors and sinners 
is a major part of how Jesus fulfilled the 
prophets. 

� It is fulfilled by his behavior, not by doing 
sacrifices. It is a commentary on 5:20. 

� Mercy is characteristic of Jesus’ entire 
ministry—tax collectors, the sick, and the 
Gentiles. Hosea 6:6 explains Jesus’ 
ministry.



Interlude 2, Part 2: The 
Fasting Issue (9:14-17) 
14 Then the disciples of John came to 
him, saying, “Why do we and the 
Pharisees fast often, but your 
disciples do not fast?” 15 And Jesus 
said to them, “The wedding guests 
cannot mourn as long as the 
bridegroom is with them, can they? 
The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and they will fast.



Interlude 2: Fasting
16 No one sews a piece of unshrunk
cloth on an old cloak, for the patch 
pulls away from the cloak, and a 
worse tear is made. 17 Neither is new 
wine put into old wineskins; 
otherwise, the skins burst, and the 
wine is spilled, and the skins are 
destroyed; but new wine is put into 
fresh wineskins, and so both are 
preserved. 



Interlude 2, Part 2
� The fundamental point about Jesus’ 

disciples not fasting is that the time of 
Jesus is a special moment in which 
fasting is inappropriate. It is the time 
of the bridegroom.

� This seems to be the point also about 
the illustrations of the garment and 
wineskins. Usually, we interpret this 
as the discontinuity between Judaism 
and Christianity; they don’t fit 
together.



Interlude 2, Part 2
� Matthew, however, gives a different twist 

by his comment, “and both are preserved” 
(9:17). Matthew doesn’t want to lose the old 
(the Hebrew Bible, Israel’s history, the 
Temple, the land, etc.?). But, it is best 
preserved by following Jesus. The only real 
Jewish future is to take Jesus and his 
teachings seriously as a guide. 

� For some, this was scandalous, but for 
Jesus’ Jewish followers it was the only way 
in which “both old and new” could be 
preserved.



Interlude 2, Part 2
� Another way to put it, Judaism 

could be preserved only if “mercy,” 
not “sacrifice,” was followed. If so, 
the Temple and synagogues are 
minimized.


