
Class 23 
 
PRAYER...AND...JOKE 
 
Last week, we ended our study of Heaven with Biblical PROOF that our Earth will 
actually become our ETERNAL HEAVEN when Christ comes again. 
This week, we will begin a discussion on what this Eternal Heaven will be like. 
 
A.  Let's RE-READ Matt. 25: 34, which we first examined last week. There are some 
additional and interesting insights which we haven't yet covered...  

 1.  The word "inheritance", which JESUS uses in His description of the Final 
 Judgment is the SAME as one would use to describe how CHILDREN inherit 
 from parents! 

  a.  This "kingdom" that we "inherit" is not only a GIFT! It    
  is "a portion due to us"...the same as a child would legally receive from a  
  parent! 

Let's now examine some interesting DETAILS about our FOREVER HOME: 

 
A.  READ: Gen. 2:10 and Rev. 22:1.   
 
 1.  Both passages cite the presence of the a RIVER  
 
  a.  Many Bible scholars consider that these two rivers are one and the  
  same! They use the mentioning of these rivers to assume that the original  
  Eden will actually become the Eternal Heaven. 
 
 
B.  READ: Gen. 2: 9; Gen. 3: 22; Rev. 2:7; Rev. 22: 2; Rev. 22-14 and Rev. 22: 19 
 
 1.  All these passages talk about the presence of the TREE OF LIFE.  
 Again, one and the same Tree is in both the First Earth and the FINAL   
 HEAVEN. 
 

 
C.  So, because many of the same things that were on the ORIGINAL EARTH (i.e., 
rivers, trees) will exist in the ETERNAL HEAVEN, we can logically assume that this 
ETERNAL HEAVEN is the RENEWED EARTH…the PERFECT EARTH that God 
planned and created in the beginning! 
 
 1.  Some may be confused by the fact that Rev. 21: 1 says John saw a "new 
 heaven" and a "new earth" for the "first heaven and the first earth had passed 
 away" (emphasis mine).  
  a.  They take this to mean that these "first" places will be    
  annihilated or completely destroyed, however, "passed away" in the  
  Greek  means CHANGED! 
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  b.  Randy Alcorn1, in his book Heaven, explains that the word "first" as  
  used in Rev. 21: 1 "the first earth has passed away" is the Greek word  
  prote, which suggests a vital connection between the two earths! 
 
   1.  In other words, the FIRST Earth (or Old Earth) serves as a   
   pattern or prototype for the NEW Earth. 
 

2. We can infer, therefore, that our current Earth is only a 
PREVIEW of the more perfect place we can expect in the ETERNAL 
Earth.  

 
  c. It can be explained even more clearly in the sense that, there will be  
  an end to the world AS WE KNEW IT, in particular with all the troubles  
  that we, the people of God, had to endure.  
 
   1.  READ: Isaiah 65:17 & 2Peter 3: 13.  
 
    a.  Isaiah clarifies this whole concept and Peter punctuates it! 
 
 2.  Also, as it is translated from the Greek "new" does not mean "different"!  
 

a.  READ: Matt 19:28. 
 
 1.  Jesus, Himself, makes this point when He talks about "renewal 

of all things".  
 
 2.  In the Greek, the word "renew" that Jesus used is translated 

"regeneration", meaning to reproduce, restore to the original or 
revive.  

 
 3.  READ: Rev. 21:5. 

 
Having put THAT part of our study to rest, let's move on to other interesting features of 
our ETERNAL HOME. 
 
A.  In the ETERNAL HEAVEN, there will no longer be a "where God is" vs "where Man 
is".  
 
 1.  READ:  Rev. 21: 3.  God will LIVE WITH US in the ETERNAL HEAVEN 
   
QUESTION:  Now, close your eyes and IMAGINE what a PERFECT EARTH would be 
like for YOU! MAKE A LIST...RIGHT NOW. 
 
 
Next week, we'll see how close we got or if we got it right! (Feel free to add to your list!) 
 
 
                                                
1Alcorn, Randy, Heaven, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. Oct. 1, 2004.  


