
+
Welcome to our study of the 
Gospel According to Matthew



+
Matthew Structure 

nFive major teaching discourses—striking feature
n 5:1-7:27—Sermon on the Mount 
n 10:5-42—Missionary discourse 
n 13:1-52—Teaching in parables 
n 18:1-35—Community regulations 
n 24:3-25:46—Millennial discourse
n Editorial conclusions (7:28, 29; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1-2; 

26:1-2)  



+
Feature, summary statements: End of 
each Discourse
n 7.28, 29–“Now when Jesus had finished saying these 

things, . . . the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for 
he taught them as one having authority, and not as their 
scribes.”

n 11.1–“Now when Jesus had  finished instructing his 
twelve disciples, . . .”

n 13.53–“When Jesus had finished these parables, . . .” 

n 19.1-2–“When Jesus had finished saying these things, 
he left Galilee . . .” 

n 26.1-2–“When Jesus had finished saying all these 
things, . . .” 



+Narrative Structure

n In between each teaching discourse there is a 
narrative. Thus, there are five narrative sections:
n Chapters 3-4 followed by the Sermon on the Mount
n Chapters 8-9 followed by the Mission Discourse
n Chapters 11-12 followed by the Parables Discourse
n Chapters 13:54-17:27 followed by the Church 

Discourse
n Chapters 19-23 followed by the Millennial Discourse



+So, what is Matthew? A 
combination of Story and Teaching

n Story

n Birth

n Plot

n Characters
n Peter, James, John
n Scribes/Pharisees
n Crowds
n Pilate, etc. 

n Teaching Discourses 
n Is it a “catechism?”
n Is it a teacher’s 

manual? Disciples 
become scribes of the 
kingdom

n Is it for the whole 
church?



+
Putting Matthew’s structure together

1. Infancy (chapters 1-2)

2. Narrative/Teaching (chapters 3-7)

3. Narrative/Teaching (chapters 8-10)

4. Narrative/Teaching (chapters 11-13:53)

5. Narrative/Teaching (chapters 13:54-18)

6. Narrative/Teaching (chapters 19-25)

7. Passion (chapters 26-28)



+
Birth of Jesus, chapters 1-2

n Genealogy of Jesus, 1:1-17
n V 1—emphasis on the Messiah, son of David, son of 

Abraham
n 3 divisions (2-6a, 6b-11, 12-16a), 14 generations each 

(14=numerical value of David’s name in Hebrew)
n 1st division—Abraham to King David
n 2nd division—David to deportation to Babylon
n 3rd division—deportation to the birth of the Messiah



+Human Origins of Jesus: from 
patriarchs and kings
n 1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the Son 

of David, the son of Abraham.

1st Division, 1:2-6a

n 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of 
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and 
Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of 
Nashon, and Nashon the father of Salmon 5 and Salmon the 
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by 
Ruth, 6 and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 
King David. 



+Human Origins of Jesus: from 
patriarchs and kings
2nd Division: 2:6b-11

6b And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 
Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of 
Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of 
Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the 
father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and 
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father 
of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah, the 
father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon.



+Human Origins of Jesus: from 
patriarchs and kings
3rd Division: 1:12-16

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the 
father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father 
of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the 
father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim
the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 
Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of 
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.



+Human Origins of Jesus: from 
patriarchs and kings
Summation: 1:17

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David 
are fourteen generations; and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and 
from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, 
fourteen generations. 



+ Insights Concerning Matthew’s 
Genealogy
n Verse 1— “The book (or account or origin)” refers 

either to the whole Gospel or only to vvs. 1-17. 

n Matthew’s genealogy differs considerably from 
Luke’s (3:23-28). In Luke the line goes back to 
Adam and it goes back via David’s son Nathan. In 
Matthew the line goes from Abraham to the 
Messiah via David and Solomon. 

n Jewish genealogies were highly treasured (Jos. 
Vita i, 6; Phil 3:5)



+ Insights (cont.)

n Matthew’s intention underscores the importance of 
Abraham and David. Abraham is “father” of Israelites 
(and all nations). In David Jesus is of royal descent. 

n The third division of 14 generations (vv. 12-16) 
contains only 13. Probably, Matthew counts the 
Messiah (v. 16) as the 14th, while Jesus is the 13th. If 
so, added emphasis is given to the “messiah.”  

n Joseph is “father” in the sense that he acknowledged 
his son’s physical paternity. Among Jews, there were 
no further questions about paternity (Bathra 8:6). 



+
Genealogy (cont)

n Four women appear in a patrilineal genealogy
n 3a—Tamar (see Genesis 38)
n 5a—Rahab, prostitute of Josh 2:1-21; 6:22-25; Only Matthew 

explicitly mentions prostitutes as entering the kingdom of heaven 
(21:31-32).

n 5b—Ruth, see Ruth 2-4
n 6b—wife of Uriah (Bathsheba, see 2 Sam 11-12, esp. 12:9 and 1 

Kings 15:5.
n Four women are Gentiles and/or women who, like Mary, had 

irregular sexual unions but were considered important for God’s 
plan.



+
Birth of Jesus (1:18-2:23)

n Story in 5 parts covering 2 years or more
n Birth (1:18-25)
n Visit of the Wise Men (2:1-12)
n Escape to Egypt (2:13-15)
n Massacre of the Infants (2:16-18)
n Return to Nazareth (2:19-23)



+
Birth narrative (cont)

n Each part emphasizes an OT quotation
n 1:23—Isaiah 7:14 (LXX)
n 2:6—Micah 5:2
n 2:15—Hosea 11:1
n 2:18—Jeremiah 31:15
n 2:23—No OT passage exactly corresponds to this 

quotation.



+
Birth narrative—other features

n Central figure is Joseph, not Mary

n Joseph is“righteous”

n Wise men are gentiles

n Jesus, like Israel of old, goes to and comes out of 
Egypt

n The villain is Herod the Great—birth of the 
Messiah a threat to his throne

n Nazareth appears in the story only at the end



+
Final feature—Dreams

nFive Dreams alter behavior dramatically
n 1:20—Joseph takes Mary as his wife
n 2:12—Wise men go home by another road
n 2:13—Joseph flees to Egypt to protect the child
n 2:19—Joseph returns to Israel after Herod’s death
n 2:22—Joseph goes to Galilee to Nazareth to protect the 

child from Archelaus, Herod’s son.



+
Birth Story, 1:18-25

n Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:



+
1:18-25 (cont.)

n ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,’

Which means, ‘God is with us.’When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus.



+18-25: the birth of Jesus

n At puberty a girl was promised by the father to her 
(future) husband (1:19; see Deut. 20:7). For her to be 
with child “before they lived together” dishonored the 
male and was grounds for “divorce” (see 1:19), even 
death (Deut. 22:13-21). 

n Under the Law, Joseph had two options: death, or  
divorce. The dream (a higher authority) leads to a 
third option that is highly irregular and marked by 
unspoken shame for Joseph and his family.

n But, Joseph is “a righteous” person. He saves Mary by 
marrying her and accepting the child as his own. 



+Joseph—the central character

n In Luke, Mary is the central character. 

n Emphasis is on overcoming Joseph’s hesitancy to 
marry Mary and to accept her child as a son of 
David (1:20, “Joseph, Son of David).



+Mary, a virgin

n Mary, a virgin, is a common point found in both 
Matthew and Luke (1:27-28); but not elsewhere in the 
NT.

n Matthew definitely believed in the virgin birth.

n But, is the virgin birth the main emphasis of the text? 

n For Matthew, what is of utmost importance is the 
obedience of Joseph and the affirmation of the 
prophecy that “God is with us.” This is, perhaps, the 
most central theological point of the writing.

n Mary, is with child through divine intervention. This is 
different than perpetual virginity (13:55-56).



+ “God with Us”

n Allusions to God’s being-with-us permeate the 
whole Gospel.
n 17:17— “You faithless and perverse generation, how 

much longer must I be with you?” 
n 18:20– “For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.”
n 26:29– “I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit 

of the vine until that day when I drink it new with 
you in my Father’s kingdom.”

n 28:20b– “And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”



+
Wise Men, 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the 
child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”When King herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”



+
2:1-12 (cont.)

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage.”When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road.



+
Escape to Egypt, 2:13-15

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”



+
Massacre of the infants, 2:16-18

When Herod saw that he had been tricked to the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:

“A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be consoled, because 

they are no more.”



+
Return from Egypt, 2:19-23

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life 
are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and 
went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district 
of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He 
will be called a Nazorean.”



+Birth Story: Striking Differences 
with Luke
n Joseph is the central figure; in Luke, Mary is.

n Apparently Joseph and Mary live in Bethlehem 
and only by special revelation do they go to 
Nazareth.

n The story develops by guidance received in 
dreams; no dreams in Luke.

n Each detail happens in order to fulfill prophecy.

n None of the events mentioned in Luke are referred 
to in Matthew



+Birth stories in Common

n Takes place in days of Herod the Great (Mt 2:1; L 1:5)

n Mary, a virgin is espoused to Joseph but they have not 
yet come to live together (Mt 1:18; L 1:27, 34 )

n Joseph is from the house of David (Mt 1:16, 20; L 1:32)

n Angel pronounces coming birth (Mt. 1:20-21; L 1:28-30)

n Jesus is said to be a son of David (Mt. 1:1; L 1:32)

n Conception through the Holy Spirit (Mt. 1:18; L 1:35)



+Birth stories in common (cont)

n Joseph not involved in conception (Mt. 1:18-25; L 1:34)

n Name “Jesus” given before birth (Mt. 1:21; L 1:31)

n Angel declares Jesus as “Savior” (Mt. 1:21; L 2:11)

n Jesus born after Mary & Joseph live together (Mt. 
1:24-25; L 2:4-7)

n Jesus is born in Bethlehem (Mt. 2:1; L 2:4-7)

n Jesus settles, along with Mary and Joseph, in 
Nazareth in Galilee (Mt. 2:22-23; L 2:39, 51)


