
WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM 
Class 10 
 
Last week, we ended by talking about what happens to those who have 
never heard of God or Jesus? How will they be judged?  
 
Today, we will begin by discussion what happens to people who died 
before Christ came? How will they be judged? 
 
A.  Another one of those pesky questions is, "What about people who lived 
on the Earth BEFORE Christ came? Can they get into Heaven?" 
 
 1.  READ: Isaiah 43:11 states that people had to believe in the 
 one true God in order to be saved!  
 
  a.  But...once Jesus came, belief in HIM became the standard 
  ("No one comes to the Father except through me." John 14:6) 
 
 
B.  Before we move on…a final word about SALVATION… 
 
 1.  many Christians are discouraged because they are not POSITIVE that they are 
 saved.  Therefore, they assume because they are not SURE that they are not 
 saved.  
 
  a.  It is a big mistake to identify ASSURANCE with SALVATION. A baby  
  does not KNOW it has been born…but it has!  
 
  b. Assurance comes with growth in FAITH and TRUST  
  in God and His word. 
 
  c.  READ: Hebrews 11: 1–16 
 
   1.  We must proceed BY FAITH, as those who came before us!  
 
   2.  We must HOPE for (In the Greek...expect!) what God has   
   promised and  
 
   3.  We must be CERTAIN of what we do not see…just like the  
   "cloud of witnesses". 
 
  d.  Finally, READ: 2 Cor. 1: 18–22   
 
   1.  God gave us the HOLY SPIRIT as a GUARANTEE of our   
   SALVATION so we live by FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT, knowing 
   that God will fulfill His promises!  
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Now…getting back to the FIRST Judgment…it  is NOT to be confused with the FINAL 
JUDGMENT, sometimes called the "Judgment of WORKS" where the level of our 
REWARD will be based on our WORKS.  
 
A.  Let's carefully examine the difference between the FIRST and FINAL Judgments: 

 
FIRST JUDGMENT  FINAL JUDGMENT 
    
at death    at the End of the World 
 
we are alone with God  Everyone who ever lived 
at this Judgment   is together at this  
(Rom 14: 10-12; Eph 1:13;  Judgment 
2Cor 5:10; Heb 9:27;   (Matt 25: 31-32) 
1Peter 4:5) 
     Judgment 
 
determines WHERE   WHERE we spend 
we spend eternity  eternity has ALREADY been 

decided (at death) 
 
"Judgment of Faith"   "Judgment of Works" 
determined by our   determines the LEVEL 
acceptance or denial   OF REWARD we receive 
of Jesus Christ   (we will study this in more 
(Rom.10: 9 & 13; see  detail later in the course) 
also Class #5 notes...p1B) 
 
Those in Christ go   Those in the FIRST  
to the FIRST HEAVEN;  HEAVEN go to the   
those NOT in Christ go  ETERNAL HEAVEN; 
to Hell/Hades   Those in Hell, DIE 
(Rom 6:23)    the SECOND DEATH 
     (Rom 8: 1; 1John 5: 11-12 
     Rev 20:14-15) 
 

 
B.  We are IMMEDIATELY in Heaven after our FIRST Judgment. How do we know 

 this? 
 
 1.  READ: Luke 16: 22 (TERI: notice the angels IMMEDIATELY take Lazarus to 
 Heaven.) 
 
 2.  READ: Rev. 6: 9-10 (TERI: notice that they are ALREADY IN HEAVEN where 
 they are waiting for the FINAL Judgment to be avenged) 
  
 3.  READ:  Luke 23: 43 (TERI: notice that Jesus says, "today"!) 
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Next week we will discuss the FINAL Judgment in greater detail. Have a blessed week. 


