
FURTHER STUDIES INTO JAMES, THE BROTHER OF JESUS 

 

Before we have a discussion about the Letter of James, there are a few INTERESTING 

facts you might be interested to know: 

 

1. How do we KNOW that James is the BROTHER OF JESUS and not the Apostle, James, 

the brother of John?  

a. First, although James, the Brother of Jesus, was NOT one of the 12 Apostles, but 

we will soon note how VERY important he was in the Early Church and what a 

significant role he played in the life of the Church. 

b. James, the Apostle and Brother of John and Son of Zebedee, was martyred by 

Herod in 44 AD. Therefore, he was DEAD by the time the Letter of James was 

written. 

c. THIS James, the Brother of Jesus, who’s letter we are studying, was STONED 

when he proclaimed from one of the galleries of the Temple that Jesus as the 

Messiah, the Son of God and the Judge of the World.  

1. Even the famous Jewish historian, Josephus, mentioned James in his 

historical work. He noted that a Jewish council condemned James "on the 

charge of breaking the law," and had him executed by stoning. Josephus 

says that this action was very unpopular with many of the citizens of 

Jerusalem, and that many of them viewed it as a political murder. 

2. Another account of James' death was reported by Eusebius, a 4thC 

Christian scholar known as The Father of Church History. He said that the 

Pharisees, upset by James’ teachings, threw him from the summit of the 

Temple, stoned him, then broke his skull with a fuller's club. 

3. Just like his Brother, Jesus, He died saying, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do.” 

2. Where, in the Bible does it actually say that Jesus had BROTHERS and SISTERS? 

a. READ: Matt. 12:46-47; Matt. 13:54-56; Luke 2:7; John 7:3; 1Cor. 9:5; Gal. 1:19.  

b. The Bible indicates that James stayed close to his mother and the rest of his 

family after Jesus’ death (READ: Acts 1: 14) 
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3.  James’ nickname was, “The Just” or James, “The Righteous”. Why? Because of his 

reputation in the early church for being honesty piety and his strict practices of self-

denial. 

4. A careful reading of the Letter of James indicates that it closely MIRRORS THE 

“SERMON ON THE MOUNT” (Matt 5) 

5. James and his ideas were VERY respected and INFLUENCIAL in the Early Church. 

In fact, some might conclude by a reading in Acts, that James was the HIGHEST 

AUTHORITY in the Early Church. (READ: Acts 15: 5-6 and 12-15 and 19-21) 

a. It appears, from this reading, that it was JAMES who had the FINAL WORD as 

to whether the Gentiles should be circumcised. 

b. Also, Clement of Alexandria (150-215), one of the Apostolic Fathers wrote in his 

work Hypotyposes,  “After the Saviour’s ascension, neither Peter nor James (the son 

of Zebedee) nor John claimed primacy (although they were especially recognised 

by the Saviour), since they elected James the Just to be bishop of Jerusalem.” 

1. So, this makes it fairly clear that it was JAMES who led the first congregation 

in Jerusalem. This provides us clear proof that it was not Peter at all, but James, 

who was the direct successor to his older brother, Jesus, and it is JAMES who, 

therefore, should be considered the first “Pope”! 

2. Further proof that even Peter regarded James as the true successor of Jesus and 

the head of the Early Church is found Acts. This story recounts the events that 

followed when Peter was released from prison by an angel and went to join the 

other Christians (READ: Acts 12:16-17) 

c. Also, the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas (which many bible scholars believe contain 

some authentic saying of Jesus, says that the Apostles asked Jesus this question:  

"We are aware that you will depart from us. Who will be our leader?" And Jesus 

answered: "No matter where you come from, it is to James the Just that you shall 

go, for whose sake heaven and earth have come to exist." (Saying 12) 

1. Some suggest, from this reading, that it was actually JESUS who gave James 

the nickname, “The Just”! 

d. The Apostle, Paul, also recognized James’ status in the early church when he    

referred to him as one of the “pillars” of the church (Gal. 2:9) 
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6. Aside from the Bible, the most complete description of James the Just was given by 

Saint Jerome, one of the Apostolic Fathers of the Church. In Jerome’s thesis, De Viris 

Illustribus, he quotes from the fifth book of Hegesippus’ lost Commentaries: 

 

“After the apostles, James the brother of the Lord surnamed the Just, was made 

head of the Church at Jerusalem. Many indeed are called James. This one was 

holy from his mother's womb. He drank neither wine nor strong drink, ate no 

flesh, never shaved or anointed himself with ointment or bathed. He alone had 

the privilege of entering the Holy of Holies, since indeed he did not use woolen 

vestments but linen and went alone into the temple and prayed in behalf of the 

people, insomuch that his knees were reputed to have acquired the hardness of 

camels' knees.” 

 

 

a.  Although some parts of this passage may not be accurate, it does confirm the 

idea that James was called “The Just” because of his piety and holy lifestyle. 

 

7. Many believe that, because the Letter of James is written in fluent Greek, that this 

native Aramaic-speaking native had help in writing the letter…that he probably 

DICTATED it or that it might even have been TRANSLATED into the Greek (the more 

common language of the times) 

8.  The Letter of James was written to the Jews who were “scattered” as a result of the 

persecutions of the early Christians (READ: Acts 8:4) 

a. James was writing to these Jews to bolster their spirits, give them hope and 

summarize the teachings of his brother, Jesus. 

1. Notice he starts off the letter by telling them that, when they face trials, 

they should not be upset, but consider it “pure joy”!  

a. He emphasized by this that trials are not a WASTE or a 

COINCIDENCE. They are given to us to make us STRONGER. 

b. Trials are what God wants to use in our lives to “test” our faith. 

God will use these trials to TURN THEM FOR THE GOOD 

(Remember Romans 8:28!) 

2. A bit of history: The use of the word “testing of your faith” is the SAME 

as the Greek word used in the testing (or purifying) of SILVER. 
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1. A silversmith would purify silver by placing it into fire. The 

impurities would rise to the top and he would skim them off. The 

silversmith continued to do this until there were no more 

impurities rising to the top. 

2. The silversmith considered the silver purified or “tested” when 

he could actually SEE HIS REFLECTION in the silver. 

a. In the same way, when we are tested and found pure by 

God, He sees the reflection of Himself in us! 

 

9. The THEME of the Letter of James can be boiled down to ONE statement: “Show me 

your FAITH by your DEEDS”. 

 

 


