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Review of Matt 16
• Peter declares, “You are the Christ, Son of the 

living God”
• Jesus tells the disciples not to tell anyone.
• Jesus reveals his suffering, death and 

resurrection on the third day
• “If any man would come after me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me”

• “For the Son of Man is going to come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels: and then he 
will repay each person according to what he 
has done.    Truly I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death until 
they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.”



Matt 17:1-8
• And after six days Jesus took with him 

Peter and James, and John his brother, 
and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves.  And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became white as 
light.  And behold, there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  
And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
that we are here.  If you wish, I will make 
three tents here, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.”



• He was still speaking when, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.”  When the 
disciples heard this, they fell on their 
faces and were terrified.  But Jesus came 
and touched them, saying, “Rise, and 
have no fear.” And when they lifted up 
their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 
only.



Jesus (Matt 17) Moses (Ex 24, Ex 34)
Six days later (v 1) After six days (24:16)

Ascends with three others 
(Peter, James, John) (v 1)

Ascends with three others 
(Aaron, Nadab, Abihu) (24:1)

High mountain (v 1) High mountain (24:12, 15-18; 
34: 3)

Face shone like the sun (v 2) Face became radiant (34: 29-
30)

A bright cloud overshadowed 
them (v 5)

Cloud descends, covers 
mountain (24:15-18; 34:5)

A voice out of the cloud (v 5) A voice from the cloud (24:16)

Disciples fall to the ground,
terrified (after hearing voice) 
(v 6)

Those who see the radiant face 
of Moses become afraid (34:30)



“Six days later…”
• Six days fits the creation pattern with God 

resting (being enthroned and ruling) on 
the 7th.

• At Sinai, the cloud covered mountain for 
six days prior to the voice of God being 
heard on the 7th.

• Sukkot/Feast of Tabernacles – but there is 
no indication of the time of year
o Peter is offers to build 3 tents/skene/sukkahs
o Luke has “some eight days after these sayings”
o Shemini Atzeret – the eighth day of Sukkot (new 

creation)



Peter, James and John
• 2 Peter 1:16-18 For we did not follow cleverly 

devised myths when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For 
when he received honor and glory from God 
the Father, and the voice was borne to him by 
the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son,i with 
whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard 
this very voice borne from heaven, for we were 
with him on the holy mountain.

• John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.



A high mountain
• There are seven mountaintop 

experiences in Matthew (Matt 4:8; 5-7; 
14:23; 15:29-39; 17:1-13; 24-45; 28:16-20)

• Moses ascended Sinai multiple times for 
revelation from God, a covenant 
confirming meal, receiving the 
commands (twice), seeing God’s back 
and hearing His attributes announced

• Elijah likewise speaks with God and 
experiences God’s presence on Mt. 
Horeb (Sinai) 1Kings 19:9-18



“His face shone like the sun”

• Moses would veil his face to hide the 
fading glory as it wasn’t his own (Ex 34:29-
35; 2 Cor 3:7-18).

• Jesus’ own glory is revealed temporarily 
for Peter, James, and John

• In Rev 1:16 John again describes the Son 
of Man: “His face was like the sun shining 
in its strength.”



Moses and Elijah 

• 2 different endings to life.  (Jesus will 
eternally redeem both those who die and 
are buried as well as those alive when he 
returns)

• The Law and the Prophets
• Moses represents the prophetic office 

and confirms Jesus as the Prophet of 
Deut 18:15, while Elijah’s appearance 
confirms the Messiah in Mal 3 and 4

• General rule that a matter is established 
by 2 or more witnesses (Deut 19:15)



Moses and Elijah

• Luke tells us they are discussing Jesus’ 
exodus (death/departure) 

• Moses was told in Deut 34:4-5 that he 
would not enter the Land with the people 
because he would die.

• Jesus as the one greater than Moses will 
bring his people to the world to come 
through his death.



“Lord”
• In Matthew, Peter addresses Jesus as 

“Lord” (kyrie)
• Luke “Master” (epistata)
• Mark “Rabbi” (rabbi)

o Rabbi can mean either teacher or master.



Three tents
• Skene is Gk for tent or temporary shelter
• Does Peter think Jesus is beginning his 

reign immediately?
• Is Peter suggesting that Moses and Elijah 

are equals of Jesus?
oHe misses the point that their presence 

demonstrates the supremacy of Jesus



“My Beloved Son in Whom I am 
well-pleased”

• Luke “This is my Son, my Chosen One”
• Mark “This is my beloved Son”
• Ps 2:7 “…The Lord said to me, “You are 

my Son; today I have begotten you.”
• Isa 42: “Behold my servant, whom I 

uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights”

• Parallels Jesus’ baptism (Matt 3:17)



“listen to Him”
• Deut 18:15 “The Lord your God will raise up 

for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your brothers – it is to him you shall 
listen”

• Shema/listen incorporates obeying
• Peter later quotes Deut 18 in Acts 3:13-23 

after healing the lame man on Solomon’s 
portico.  Peter links Jesus’ identity as the 
Prophet of whom Moses spoke, the Messiah 
ben Joseph (suffering Servant) and Messiah 
ben David (conquering King).



“they fell face down”

• Ex 19:9 “And the Lord said to Moses, 
‘Behold, I am coming to you in a thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I 
speak with you, and may also believe 
you forever.’”

• Jesus’ face is radiant, the disciples faces 
are covered on the ground.



Jesus touched them
• Same verb used in the healing accounts
• Tangible evidence of the events they 

witnessed
• “Do not be afraid” is spoken throughout 

scripture, often paired with “for I am with 
you.” (Gen 15:1, Gen 26:24, Josh 1:9, 
Zech 8:13)

• Rev 1:17-18 And He placed His right hand 
on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am 
the first and the last, and the living 
One…”



…no one but Jesus

• Only Jesus can bring God’s plan to 
completion.



Matt 17:9

• As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 
vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the 
dead.”



Matt 17:10-13
• And the disciples asked him, “Then why 

do the scribes say that first Elijah must 
come?”  He answered, “Elijah does 
come, and he will restore all things. But I 
tell you that Elijah has already come, and 
they did not recognize him, but did to 
him whatever they pleased.  So also the 
Son of Man will certainly suffer at their 
hands.”  Then the disciples understood 
that he was speaking to them of John the 
Baptist.



“first Elijah must come”
• Mal 3:1-2 “Behold, I send my messenger 

and he will prepare the way before me.  
And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the 
Lord of hosts.  But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s 
fire and like fuller’s soap.”



“first Elijah must come”
• Mal 4:4-6 “Remember the law of my servant 

Moses, the statutes and rules that I 
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.  
Behold I will send Elijah the prophet before 
the great and awesome day of the Lord 
comes.  And he will turn the hearts of fathers 
to their children and the hearts of children to 
their fathers, lest I come and strike the land 
with a decree of utter destruction”

• The LXX has “the heart of the father to the 
son and the heart of a man to his neighbor”



• “Why do the scribes say…?” 

• Chronology of Elijah and Messiah: valid 
questions



“...they did not recognize him”
• Jesus refocuses the disciples on the cross
• Just as John’s role wasn’t recognized by the 

leadership or masses by his calls to repentance, 
Jesus is not recognized in his role as Suffering 
Servant.

• Just as John was killed, Jesus would be suffer and 
die.

• Elijah’s purpose from Malachi is partially fulfilled in 
John. Elijah will come again before the conquering 
King. 

• Jesus’s two-fold purpose as suffering Servant and 
conquering King will be fulfilled in order as well.



Matt 17:22-23

• As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus 
said to them, “The Son of Man is about to 
be delivered into the hands of men, and 
they will kill him, and he will be raised on 
the third day.” And they were greatly 
distressed.


