
Welcome to our study of the 
Gospel According to Matthew
� Today, we return to the narrative 

sections of the writing.
� Three familiar stories are recounted:
◦ The Death of John the Baptist (14:1-12)
◦ The Feeding of the Five Thousand (14:13-

21)
◦ Jesus (and Peter) Walks on the Water 

(14:22-33)
� A transitional summary of Jesus’ 

healing ministry closes the chapter 
(14:34-36).



The Death of John
At that time Herod the ruler heard 
reports about Jesus, 2 and he said to his 
servants, “This is John the Baptist; he 
has been raised from the dead, and for 
this reason these powers are at work in 
him. 3 For Herod had arrested John, 
bound him, and put him in prison on 
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
wife, 4 because John had been telling 
him, “it is not lawful for you to have 
her.” 5 Though Herod wanted to put him



Death of John (cont.)
death, he feared the crowd, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 6 But 
when Herod’s birthday came, the 
daughter of Herodias danced before 
the company, and she pleased Herod 7
so much that he promised on oath to 
grant her whatever she might ask. 8
Prompted by her mother, she said, 
“Give me the head of John the Baptist 
here on a platter.” 9 The king was 



John’s Death (cont.)
grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths 
and for the guests, he commanded it 
to be given; 10 he sent and had John 
beheaded in the prison. 11 The head 
was brought on a platter and given to 
the girl, who brought it to her mother. 
12 His disciples came and took the 
body and buried it; then they went 
and told Jesus. 



Comment
� Herod Antipas ruled (tetrarch, ruler of a ¼ 

part) Galilee and Perea (4 BCE-39 CE) 
◦ His father, Herod the Great (2:1-12, 16-18) 

ruled over all Israelite territory.
◦ His brother, Archelaus (2:22), ruled Judea, 

Samaria, and Idumea.
� Story is told as a flashback.
� Herod has a bad conscience. He believes 

John was raised from the dead by some 
miracle worker (John 10:41; John 
performed no “signs”). What is the source of 
Jesus’ powers? Pharisees have a different 
view (12:24).





Comment
� John & Jesus had the same enemies 

and the same supporters.
� John believed that Herod’s marriage of 

Herodias fell under the prohibition of 
incest (Lev. 28:16; 20:21). She 
abandoned, not Philip, but a half-uncle 
named Herod to marry Antipas 
(Josephus, Ant. 18:136). 

� Note: Herod’s use of an oath violates 
Jesus’ teachings about oath taking 
(5:33-37). 



Comment
� The “people,” believing John was a prophet, 

are John’s support base. Herod fears that 
base. The same is true for Jesus (see 21:46) 
until, in the end, they, also, turn against 
him. 

� Key words are “prophet” and “kill” which 
remind us of Israel’s tradition concerning 
prophets who are “always” persecuted 
and/or killed. 

� Jerusalem is a symbol of killing the 
prophets (23:37). Their fate is John’s 
outcome and will become Jesus’ destiny.  



Comment
� Josephus: John was executed because 

Herod learned that John’s popularity 
might lead to rebellion (Antiquities 18. 
5. 2). “. . . Herod slew him, who was a 
good man, and commanded the Jews to 
exercise virtue, both as to 
righteousness towards one another, 
and piety towards God . . . who feared 
lest the great influence John had over 
the people might put it into his power 
and inclination to raise a rebellion . . .”



Comment
� The unnamed princess, daughter of 

Herodias, (identified as Salome in 
Josephus) plays the role of a courtesan 
at a men’s banquet. Her name, 
“Salome,” first appears among 
Christians in the late church fathers. 
Focus on the dance can keep us from 
the theological significance of the 
story.

� The closeness of John’s disciples to 
Jesus is demonstrated in their going to 
Jesus and telling him of John’s death. 



Comment
� For Matthew, John and Jesus, belong together.
◦ Both proclaim the same message
◦ Both suffer the same fate
◦ Both have the same opponents

� John precedes Jesus and signals Jesus’ own 
sufferings. Thus, John’s death is a portent of 
what is to come. Jesus, apparently, interpreted 
John as the coming of Elijah in Matthew.

� 17:12— “but I tell you that Elijah has already 
come, and they did not recognize him, but they 
did to him whatever they pleased. So also the 
Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.”



Comment
� Reflection: Herod previews the negative 

role of the Jewish leaders and of the entire 
people in the passion of Jesus. His behavior 
parallels his father’s. 

� 2:3-4 “When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born.”

� In the parables of Jesus, what “soil” is 
represented by Antipas, Herodias, and 
Salome? 



Comment
� Jesus’ final estimate of John in 

Matthew: “For John came to you in the 
way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even 
after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him” (21:32).

� John is a courageous martyr. He has 
personal courage, fidelity to principles, 
opposition from evil people, and a 
tragic death. 



Feeding the 5000
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself. But when 
the crowds heard it, they followed him 
on foot from the towns. 14 When he 
went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 
and he had compassion for them and 
cured their sick. 15 When it was 
evening, the disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a deserted place and



Feeding the 5000 (cont.)
the hour is now late; send the crowds 
away so that they may go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.” 
16 Jesus said to them, “They need not 
go away; you give them something to 
eat.” 17 They replied, “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two 
fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here 
to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds



Feeding 5000 (cont.)
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed and broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; 
and they took up what was left over of 
the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21

And those who ate were about five 
thousand men, besides women and 
children.



Comment
� This is the only miracle story found in all 

four Gospels (Mk. 6:32-44; Lk. 9:10-17; Jn. 
6:1-13).

� Scholars label it a “gift” miracle. It may 
illustrate the theme “God with us.” 

� This, and the story of feeding the 4000 
(15:32-39) illustrate the compassionate 
Jesus who addresses human hunger. 

� Both scenes seem to echo the Lord’s Supper 
(26:26-29) and the stories of Elijah, and 
especially, Elisha (1 Kgs. 17:8-16; 2 Kgs. 
4:42-44). 



Comment
� Jesus’ withdraws more and more—see 

14:23.  
� Contrast Herod’s banquet and Jesus’ 

banquet.
� Blessing and breaking bread are common 

to Jewish meals, but also, cause us to 
remember the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper (26:26; Acts 27:35; 1 Cor. 11:23-24).

� Reference to 12 baskets full may be a 
reference to Israel. 

� Women and children were not normally 
counted (cf. Mark 6:44). Therefore, the 
number was more than 5000. 



Comment
� Compassion (mercy) motivates 

Jesus’ ministry (9:36). False 
shepherds (Ezek. 34) do not feed the 
people or heal the sick (34:2-3, 4, 8-
10).

� The miracle recalls the wilderness 
feeding and Elisha’s miracle (2 Kgs. 
4:42-44). 



Comment
2 Kings 4:42-44
And Elisha said, “Give to the men, that 
they may eat.” But his servant said, 
“How am I to set this before a hundred 
men?” So he repeated, “Give them to the 
men, that they may eat, for thus says 
the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some 
left.’” So he set it before them. And they 
ate, and had some left, according to the 
word of the Lord. 
� In feeding the hungry, Jesus models a 

task for the disciples (25:35). 



Comment
� One lesson is that such things as food also 

belong to faith (cf. 6:24-34). 
� The basket for carrying things served also 

as a measure of volume of about ten liters 
(40 cups?). Twelve baskets would be about 
120 liters (from five loaves and two fish). 

� We see, again, the absolute sovereignty of 
Jesus as he demonstrates his power over 
illnesses and hunger.

� Should we live simpler and more frugal 
lives? Does the story answer the bread 
petition of the Lord’s Prayer? 



Jesus Walks on Water
22 Immediately he made the disciples get 
into the boat and go ahead to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23

And after he had dismissed the crowds, 
he went up the mountain by himself to 
pray. When evening came, he was there 
alone, 24 but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the 
land, for the wind was against them. 25

And early in the morning he came 
walking toward them on the sea. 26 But 



Water (cont.)
when the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is 
a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27

But immediately Jesus spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.”
28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got 
out of the boat, started walking on the 



Peter Walks on the Water
water and came toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31

Jesus immediately reached out his hand 
and caught him, saying to him, “You of 
little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 
33 And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”



Comment
� Jesus walking on the water is found 

also in Mk. 6:45-52 and Jn. 6:16-21. 
Not found in Luke.

� Always follows the feeding of the 5000. 
� As Emmanuel, God with us, Jesus 

talks like God. 
� As noted at 14:13, Jesus increasingly 

withdraws from the crowds. 
� Reminds of an earlier story of Jesus 

stilling the storm (8:23-27). 



Comment
� The 4th watch was from 3:00 to 6:00 

a.m. 
� Jesus’ words translated “It is I” could 

be translated “I am,” suggesting the 
presence of God (Ex. 3:14; Isa. 43:10; 
Jn. 18:2-9. 

� Peter increasingly represents the 
disciples (see 15:15; 16:16).

� The cry, “Save me!” echoes 1:21, the 
Messiah would “save his people.” Ps. 
18:6, “In my distress I called upon the 
Lord; to my God I cried for help.” 



Comment
� Roman imperial propaganda to support the 

emperors affirmed that they were rulers “of 
lands and seas and nations” (Juvenal, 
Satire 4.83-84). 

� Jesus does what God alone does, “who 
alone stretched out the heavens and 
trampled the waves of the sea” (Job 9:8). 

� Peter imitates Jesus as the disciples should 
do (10:24-25). But, he quickly chooses fear 
over faith and starts to sink like a stone. 
He rightly calls out to Jesus for 
deliverance--Jesus’ hand reaches out to 
save him from the water. 



Comment
Psalm 69:1-2
1 Save me, O God,

for the waters have come up to 
my neck.

2 I sink in deep mire,
where there is no foothold;

I have come into deep waters,
and the flood sweeps over me.



Comment
� “Reached out his hand.” Psalm 

18:16, “He reached down from on 
high, he took me; he drew me out of 
mighty waters.”

� “You of little faith” is used in 
reference to the disciples (6:30; 8:26; 
16:8; 17:20). Their doubt is reversed, 
however, in 14:33. 



Comment
� Thus, the church needs the message 

about the identity of Jesus. He does 
what God does and speaks as God 
does. 

� The new and peculiar element in this 
account is the portrayal of Peter. More 
and more he emerges as the 
spokesperson for the 12 and a 
representative of their strengths and 
weaknesses. All of the disciples 
correctly identify Jesus as “Son of 
God.”  



Faith and Doubt—Eduard 
Schweizer
“The Greek word for “doubt” suggests 
‘going in two directions at once’; the 
term used in 21:21 means literally 
‘think asunder,’ think along two lines; 
the term in James 1:8 means ‘to have 
two souls,’ as though two souls were 
struggling within a single breast, the 
one inclined to go one way, the other 
another. When faith devotes



Faith and Doubt
“its attention strictly to the word of 
Jesus, it may take a realistic view of 
wind and waves, but must not allow 
them to distract it. According to 
Matthew, such faith is promised 
everything; but when it begins to 
vacillate between the command of its 
Lord and some evident personal 
danger, it falters.

But we not dealing simply with 



Faith and Doubt
‘faith and courage in the face of a 
most arduous undertaking,’ as Goethe 
read this story, but with the kind of 
faith that rivets its attention solely on 
the word of Jesus; that kind of faith 
really only begins at the point where 
Peter fails; for only then is he bereft of 
all hope but the sight of his Lord and 
help from him. This, then, is true 
faith: not the sublime achievement of



Faith and Doubt
“an especially religious individual, but 
‘single minded’ devotion to the Lord, 
to his bidding and to his help. It can 
be enforced by necessity, when there 
is nothing else left to rely on; in fact it 
is more likely to be found in such a 
situation.” The Good News According 
to Matthew, 322-23.



Healing the Sick: Summary 
and Transition
34 When they had crossed over, they 
came to land at Gennesaret. 35 After 
the people of that place recognized 
him, they sent word throughout the 
region and brought all who were sick 
to him, 36 and begged him that they 
might touch even the fringe of his 
cloak; and all who touched it were 
healed. 



Comment
� Gennesaret is a region and/or town 

on the northwest shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. 

� For another summary statement of 
Jesus’ healing ministry see 4:23-25. 

� Healing power resided even in Jesus’ 
clothing (9:20-21). 


