
WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM 
Class 14 
 
PRAYER...AND...JOKE 
 
Last week, we studied what will happen to us after we die and go through the First 
Judgment.  
This week, we will find out what the FIRST HEAVEN is like...the place we go to 
between the time we die and the END OF THE WORLD, when God will RESTORE the 
First Heaven and the First Earth. 

 
 

A.  How do we know that the discussions we are about to have are VALID and BIBLE 
BASED?  
 

1.  READ: 1Cor 2: 10-16.  
 
2.  WE PRAY TO AND DEPEND ON THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR WISDOM, 
UNDERSTANDING AND REVELATION AND HE KNOWS IT! 
 
 

And, now, let us begin a sincere and Spirit-led study of Heaven...and 
WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.... 
 
 
B.  WILL THE FIRST HEAVEN  BE A PHYSICAL PLACE? 
 
 1.  READ:  Heb. 8: 1-5 
 
  a.  The Writer of Hebrews makes it CRYSTAL CLEAR that WHAT EXISTS 
  HERE, WILL EXIST THERE! 
 
 2.  READ:  Rev. 2: 7 
  
  a.  The "TREE OF LIFE" exists in the FIRST HEAVEN and "paradise" is  
  the same word Jesus used to tell the Thief on the cross where he would be  
  that same day! 
 
 
 3.  READ:  Rev. 7: 9-11; Rev. 8:6; Rev. 8:13 
 
  a.  Clearly, each example indicates the presence of a PHYSICAL place with 
  THRONES, ROBES, PALM BRANCHES, TRUMPETS,  ANGELS and  
  PEOPLE. 
 
  4.  Some say Revelation is SYMBOLIC, but HEBREWS isn't! 
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C.  WILL PEOPLE HAVE A BODY IN THE FIRST HEAVEN? 
 
 1.  There is some debate regarding whether we will receive our "glorified" body 
 after the First Judgment OR will we have to wait until after the Final Judgment. 
 
 2.  Although the matter of our "glorified" body is up for debate and the Bible is 
 not clear as to when, exactly, we get this upgrade; it's fairly obvious that we will 
 have "A body" as opposed to just being a spirit until after the Final Judgment. 
 Why do I believe that?  
 
  a.  Well, for one, Christ had a body after HIS Resurrection!     
 
   1.  READ:  Matt. 28: 8 (you can't clasp a spirit!) 
 
   2.  READ:  Luke 24: 36-43 
 
 
  b.  Well, you might argue...maybe JESUS had a body after His   
  resurrection, but how do we know we will too?  Well, we DON'T KNOW,  
  for sure, but these Bible passages STRONGLY SUGGEST that we will! 
    
   1.  READ:  Matt 17: 1-8. Here, it is noted that Isaiah and   
   Elijah had bodies when the apostles saw them at the    
   Transfiguration so logic tells us that we, too, will probably   
   have bodies. 
   
   2.  READ: 1 Cor. 15: 35-49 
 
   3. READ:  Phil. 3: 20-21 
 
 

3.  Max Lucado, makes some good points about the relationship of DEATH and 
our new bodies in his book, When Christ Comes1: 
 

a.  Max says for us to imagine that he is a farmer planting seeds and 
sobbing! You ask him why he is crying and he says, "My heart breaks for 
the seeds. The seeds will be placed in the ground and covered with dirt. 
They will decay, and we will never see them again." 
 
 1.  Of course, this would seem absurd…anyone knows that the 

actual "life" of the seed begins when it is planted in the ground!  
 
 2.  In fact, people have discovered "ancient" seeds (called "heirloom 

seed") and hundreds of years later, you can take one of the ancient 
seeds and plant it and get corn or tomatoes or roses! 

 
 

                                                
1 Lucado, Max, When Christ Comes, Thomas Nelson, Publisher 2001., p.41. 
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 3.  One thing we need to keep in mind, though, is that the SEED 
doesn't even remotely resemble the PLANT. You would never 
know what a squash would look like by looking at the SQUASH 
SEED! 
 

 4.  Our resurrected bodies may be dramatically different from the 
bodies our loved ones buried or cremated.  

 
  a.  Remember 1Cor. 15: 37- 44?  
 

    b.  Also, remember on the Road to Emmaus, the two   
    disciples did NOT recognize Jesus until he "opened" their  
    eyes? (Luke 24:31; Mark 16:12; John 20: 11-18) 
 

 5.  Besides, which one of us wants the SAME body we have now?! 
Eyeglasses! Hearing aids! Creaky! Achy! Sleepy! Chubby! Wrinkly! 
(And, if YOUR body is not like this now…JUST WAIT! 

 
 6.  Max recalls what one little boy said to his mother as they passed 

a cemetery:  "Hey! Mom...that's where they plant people!" THAT is 
precisely how we should think of death. 

 
 
 

Next week, we will continue our discussion of whether or not we'll have a body in the 
First Heaven. 

 
 

  
 


