
WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM 
Class 17 
 
PRAYER...AND...JOKE 
 
Last week, we talked about Heaven as an ACTUAL PLACE and even tried to imagine, 
based on Scriptural descriptions of Ezekiel, Paul and John, what Heaven looks like.  
Today, we get a bit more PERSONAL and investigate what the Bible says Heaven will 
be like for us! 
 
QUESTION:  We've all heard and seen so called visions of Heaven. When YOU think of 
Heaven, what do YOU imagine it's like?  

 
A.  More people than you can imagine think of Heaven as a place where people are 
floating around on clouds playing harps and staring at God. 
  
 1.  Ask yourself this: Why would God subject His people to this kind of  
 "eternity" when He created us to be complex beings who enjoy doing a 
 variety of things…and one of them probably isn't playing an instrument! 
 
B.  So, what does the Bible say the First Heaven will be like for people?  
 
 1.  READ: Rev. 6: 9 -11.  
 

a.  First, it's logical to assume that what's going on for these Saints will 
also be going on for us. 
 
b.  Notice that there will be a sense of continuity between our identities on 
Earth and our identities in Heaven.  
 
 1.  Note that these people were the same ones killed for Christ 
 while they were on Earth. 

 
2.  We will be able to speak and hear (they shouted to the Lord") 

 
3.  This reading also suggests that we will be RATIONAL, 
EMOTIONAL and PASSIONATE...not a bunch of Zombie-like 
robots! 

 
   4.  We will be able to talk to God and ask Him questions! 
 
   5.  We will have PHYSICAL FORMS and WEAR    
   CLOTHING.  
   6.  We will desire UNDERSTANDING and pursue    
   understanding.  In other words, we will STILL BE LEARNING! 
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C.  In addition to the vision of floating around on clouds playing harps and staring at 
God, others have described Heaven as ONE LONG WORSHIP SERVICE.  
 
 
 1.  This also presents a view of Heaven that is BORING, LIMITED and PAINFUL, 
 given the way God created us. 
   
 
 2.  Dan Schaeffer, in his article "Paradise Found",1 confessed that he was 
 ashamed to admit that he thought of Heaven as "the lesser of two evils"...where 
 he would be more grateful to NOT go to Hell than thrilled to be going to 
 Heaven!   
 
 
  a.  It seemed to Dan like a choice between ETERNAL PUNISHMENT OR  
  ETERNAL BOREDOM!  
 
  b.   He said that it he thought of the "primary benefit of going (to Heaven)  
  was avoiding Hell." 
 
  c.  Schaeffer likened Heaven to going to Disneyland with your school  
  Principal! 
 
  d.  So, what changed Dan Schaeffer's mind?  
 
   1.  READ: Rev. 4: 1 - 6  
 
    a.  There was COLOR!  
 
 
   2.  Now, READ: Rev. 4:8 
 
    a. Dan also realized that, although he had always thought of  
    these Angels' saying the same thing over and over again had 
    to be as BORING as singing ONE song in church over and  
    over again FOREVER, that he never stopped to think about  
    WHY!  
     a.  WHY are they repeating a Praise over and over?  
 
     b.  Schaeffer decided that it was because "The wonder  
     of being in God's presence" never wore off! This is  
     something we can't yet imagine. 
 
     c.  For us, it's impossible to imagine something so  
     magnificent that it never grows too familiar" or gets  
     boring!  
 
                                                
1 Schaeffer, Dan; "Paradise Found", Discipleship Journal", July/Aug. 2003. 
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 3.  Edward Fudge also made a good point in a lecture I heard him give.  To 
 paraphrase, he said: Once we are in Heaven, we will be in God's CONSTANT 
 presence and to move from that to a "temple" or "church" setting would be like 
 GOING BACKWARDS!  
 
 4.  We will, of course, be praising God and singing and worshipping, but not in 
 the FORMAL "worship service" format we imagine.  And, we will certainly  
 NOT be constantly singing. How do we know this? 
 
  a.  Reading through Revelation, it's obvious that the Saints spend time  
  TALKING to God and engaged in activities (which we'll examine in great  
  detail later in the course). Worship will only be ONE of many activities  
  in Heaven. 
 
 
D.  Another point worth noting is that we tend to think of Heaven in "Earthly" terms. 
 
 1.  Remember, that...unlike in Heaven...on Earth, there is SIN! 
 
  a.  Sin can ruin any experience!   
 
   1.  Everyone knows that you can be in the most beautiful place on  
   Earth and still be miserable! 
 
  b.  SIN AND EVIL TRUMP BEAUTY EVERY TIME! 
 
  c.  In Heaven, there won't be EVIL OR SIN so the beauty will be   
  UNDILUTED and PERFECT EVERY SINGLE TIME! 
 
 
E.  One last important point has to be made about our DISTORTED VISIONS of 
Heaven:  Satan is the "Father of Lies"…and, he will try to convince you that Heaven is 
boring. Why? So you won't be very anxious to share your faith with others! 
 
 1.  Not only that, but Satan will also try to rob you of your JOY and 
 EXCITEMENT and convince you that Death is something to be AFRAID of! 

 
a.  Remember...Paul said that Heaven will be BETTER!  FAR BETTER!  
 
 1.  READ:  Phil 1:23 
 
 
 

Next week, we'll talk about all those " Heavenly activities" in which we will be 
involved. 
 


