
The Temptation (4:1-11)

Mt Mk Lk
1 Then Jesus was 12 The Spirit 1 And Jesus, full
led up by the immediately drove  of the H.S., 
Spirit into the him out into the       returned from
wilderness to be wilderness forty       the Jordan, and
tempted by the days, 13 and he was  was led by the 

tempted by     Spirit 2 for forty       
Devil. 2 And he Satan; and he days in the 
fasted forty days was with the wild    wilderness, 
and forty nights, beasts. tempted by the



Matthew 4:1-11

Mt Mk Lk
and afterward he devil. And he ate 
was hungry. nothing in those 

days, 
and when they
ended, he was
hungry.



Matthew 4:1-11—1st Temptation

Matthew Luke
3 And the tempter came 3 The devil said to him,
and said to him, “If you “If you are the Son of 
are the Son of God, command this stone to
command these stones to become bread.”
to become loaves of bread.”
4 But he answered, “It is 4 And Jesus answered
written, ‘One does not him, “It is written, ‘Man
live by bread alone, shall not live by bread 

alone.’”
but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth
Of God.’”



2nd Temptation—4:5-7

Matthew
5 Then the devil took him
to the holy city, and set him
on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down; for it 
is written ‘He will give his 
angels charge of you,’ and
‘On their hands they will 
bear you up, lest you strike 
your foot against a stone.’”

Luke
5 And the devil took him up,

and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world 
in a moment of time, 6 and 
said to him, “To you I will 
give all this authority and 
their glory; for it has been 
delivered to me, and I give it 
to whom I will. 7 If you, 
then, will worship me, it 
shall be yours.”



Matthew 4:7-9; Luke 4:5-8
Matthew

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it 
is written, ‘You shall not 
tempt the Lord your God.’”
8 Again, the devil took him 
to a very high mountain, 
and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and 
the glory of them; 9 and he 
said to him,
“All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and 
worship me.”

Luke

9 And he took him to 
Jerusalem, and set him on 
the pinnacle of the temple, 
and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw 
yourself down from here; 
10 for it is written, ‘He will 
give his angels charge of 
you, to guard you,” 
11 and ‘On their hands they 
will bear you up, lest you 
strike your foot against a 
stone.’” 12 And Jesus 
answered him, “it is said, 
‘You shall not tempt the 
Lord your God.’”



Matthew 4:10; Luke 4:8-13

Matthew
10 Then Jesus
said to him, “Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written, ‘You 
shall worship the Lord your 
God and him only shall you 
serve.’”

Luke
8 And Jesus answered him, 
“It is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God, 
and him only shall you 
serve.’”



Conclusion to the Testing of the Son of God

Mt Mk Lk
11 Then the devil 13 and when the 
left him, and 13 and the angels devil had ended 
behold angels every temptation, 
came and 
ministered ministered 
to him. to him.

he departed from
him until an
opportune time.



Matters of Note

� Notice the brevity and “harshness” of Mark.
� Notice the order in Matthew and Luke:

¡ Matthew—bread, temple, kingdoms of the world
¡ Luke—bread, kingdoms of the world, temple

� Probably, “test” is a better translation than “tempt.”



Background

There is a parallel between the story of Israel and the 
identity of Jesus. In his testing Jesus quotes verses from 
Deuteronomy 6—8 as he refutes the devil. In these 
chapters Moses addresses the people of Israel at the end of 
their wandering in the wilderness as they prepare to enter 
the promised the land. The premise of Moses’ speech is 
God’s love for and the election of Israel: “The Lord your 
God has chosen you to be a people for his own 
possession…because the Lord loves you (Deut. 7:6-7).

A theme that appears throughout is not only the 
people of God but his father-son relationship with Israel.    



Background (cont.)

This relationship between God and Israel is based on 
the Sinai covenant: “The faithful God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments” (Deut. 7:9)

Note: In a covenant relationship there is a superior 
partner and an inferior partner. The superior member will 
test the covenant partner to see if he loves him and is 
faithful to their covenant agreement.  There are examples 
of God’s testing of Israel throughout its history. This is  
true also with God’s covenant relationship with Abraham.



Background (cont.)

Israel’s experience in the wilderness is viewed as a test 
from God: “Remember the long way that the Lord your 
God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in 
order to humble you, testing you to know what was in 
your heart, whether or not you would keep his 
commandments” (Deut. 8:2).

Furthermore, the Israelites, in turn, were not to 
test the Lord their God. “Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test, as you tested him at Massah” (Deut. 6:16). 
Jesus quotes this verse in part in his response to the 
devil, who is testing him.



Background (cont.)

Consider these parallels between Israel and Jesus:
40 years/40 days
sons of God/God’s Son, the Beloved
obedience
testing in the wilderness

Thus, we see that Jesus is identified with Israel with a 
difference. The dissimilarity is that in his testing Jesus 
does not fail God as Israel did at Massah (they strove with 
Moses, tested God, doubting his presence (Num. 33:14-15).
Jesus draws his identity from Israel but is faithful to God. 
“Out of Egypt I have called my son” (Hos. 11:1; Matt. 2:15).



Testing of Jesus as Messiah, Son of God

� Role of the Spirit 
-- Israel’s kings are anointed by the Spirit and declared 

sons of God at their coronations. (Ps 2:7)
--At his baptism, Jesus is anointed by the Spirit and 

acknowledged as the Son of God, the Beloved.
--Now, In ch. 4,  Jesus is led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness to be tested by the devil. 

� His baptism is the anointing of the Messiah/King and a 
sign of his obedience.

� In the wilderness the Son of God is tested. The question is –
will he remain faithful to his baptism? 



Testing of The Messiah, Son of God 

� As we have seen, Jesus responds each time to the 
Tempter with a quotation from Deuteronomy. He 
refutes him by appealing to the law.

� The final test takes place on a high mountain.
� In Matt 16:21-23 Jesus foretells his passion and 

Peter rebukes him. Jesus says to Peter, “Get behind 
me Satan.”

� Six days later Jesus takes the inner circle to a high 
mountain and is transfigured before them. The voice 
from heaven declares, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 
in him I am well pleased.” (Matt 17:1-8)



Interpretations of the Testing of Jesus 

� Is this testing universally human or is it specifically the 
testing of the Messiah, the Son of God? Who will lead 
Jesus, God or Satan? Will the Messiah remain faithful to 
God’s will?

� Christological: the testing of the Son of God is tied to his 
baptism and his obedience to the word of God.

� Human: Different from Jesus’ testing but we are 
nevertheless tested by the devil. The question for us is 
the same. When we are tested will we remain faithful to 
our baptism and to the word of God? 



First Testing: Stones into Bread

� Providing bread for hungry people is a good thing. 
Jesus does it at God’s bidding (14:13-21, feeding of 
5000; 15:32-39, feeding of 4000; see also, 25:31-46).

� Jesus in quoting Deut. 8:3 does not take instructions 
from Satan and trusts God (6:25-34)



Second Testing: the Temple and Religious Power

� The “pinnacle of the temple” probably symbolizes the 
center of religious power. 

� The devil cites Ps. 91:11-12 to test Jesus by bidding 
him jump while relying on God’s protection.

� Jesus cites Deut. 6:16 and in so doing rejects the 
presumption that God, as one person puts it, “is an 
emergency ‘dial up’ service, a servant of human 
bidding.



Third Testing: Political Power over the World

� A “mountain” often appears  strategically in Mt. (5:1; 8:1; 
15:29; 17:1, 9; 24:3; 28:16).

� Satan offers Jesus control of “all the empires (kingdoms) 
of the world” if he will worship him.

� This startling offer reveals Satan’s reign over the world 
through empires like Rome. Thus, the Roman empire 
which includes the Herods of Palestine is set forth as the 
devil’s agent. 

� In the end (28:18) God will grant all authority universally 
to the risen Son of God and not from Satan and not in the 
devil’s way. Jesus worships God (4:10, from Deut. 6:13). 



Conclusion

� Jesus’ faithfulness is rewarded after he 
authoritatively dismisses the devil. He receives God’s 
care through angels. 



Galilee—The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry

� 4:12-17
¡ Vs. 12-13--Constellation of events come together: John’s 

arrest; Jesus’ withdrawal to Galilee; finally, Jesus leaves 
Nazareth and makes his home in Capernaum.

¡ Vss 14-16—the seventh formula quotation cites Isaiah 9:1-2. 
Galilee is the center of the Messiah’s work. Matthew 
emphasizes in the quotation “Galilee of the Geniles.” This 
recalls the women of the genealogy (1:2-6a); and that God is 
able to raise up children to Abraham from “these stones” (3:9); 
and, the commission in the end “go to the Gentiles” (28:19).

¡ Vs 17 marks a major shift in the narrative. Jesus’ preaching is 
identical to John’s (3:2), “Repent for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” 



The First Disciples are Called (4:18-22)

� Vs. 18--Peter’s name and naming is prominent 
especially in Matthew (14:28-33; 16:17-19).

� Generally, fishermen were from the lower social 
strata. 

� “Follow me” is a call to discipleship, extremely 
important in Mt. (8:22; 9:9; 10:38; 16:24; 19:21).

� Vs. 19--“Fish for people” refers to missionary activity 
(13:47-50)



Jesus Ministers to the Crowds, 4:23-25

� Vs 23 is repeated in 9:35; “their synagogues” refers to 
synagogues of the Pharisees (9:35; 10:17; 12:9; 13:54). 

� Jesus’ merciful and compassionate healing ministry 
makes vivid the “good news” of the advent of the 
kingdom (4:17).

� The unique reference to “Syria” (vs. 24) may indicate the 
locale of the churches influenced by Matthew’s gospel. 

� “Crowds” appear often in Matthew and are neutral or 
supportive to Jesus (7:28; 9:33; 12:23; 14:13; 21:45-46) 
until they are influenced by the Jerusalem religious elite 
(26:47; 27:20). 


