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Judge	Not



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12

Do	not	judge,	so	that	you	may	not	be	judged.	
For	with	the	judgment	you	make	you	will	be	
judged,	and	the	measure	you	give	will	be	the	
measure	you	get.		Why	do	you	see	the	speck	
in	your	neighbor’s	eye,	but	do	not	notice	the	
log	in	your	own	eye?		Or	how	can	you	say	to	
your	neighbor,	Let	me	take	the	speck	out	of	
your	eye,	while	the	log	is	in	your	own	eye?
You	hypocrite,	first	take	the	log	out	of	your	
own	eye,	and	then	you	will	see	clearly	to	take	
the	speck	out	of	your	neighbor’s	eye.



The	repetition	of	these	parallel	expressions	of	
the	admonition	not	to	judge	serves	to	
emphasize	its	importance	in	Jesus’	eyes.
Do	not	judge,	so	that	you	may	not	be	judged.	For	with	the	
judgment	you	make	you	will	be	judged,	and	the	measure	
you	give	will	be	the	measure	you	get.

	Why	do	you	see	the	speck	in	your	neighbor’s	eye,	but	do	
not	notice	the	log	in	your	own	eye?		Or	how	can	you	say	
to	your	neighbor,	Let	me	take	the	speck	out	of	your	eye,	
while	the	log	is	in	your	own	eye?

You	hypocrite,	first	take	the	log	out	of	your	own	eye,	and	
then	you	will	see	clearly	to	take	the	speck	out	of	your	
neighbor’s	eye.



Jesus	says	regarding	judging	– Don’t.	The	average	Christian	is	the	most	
penetratingly	critical	individual.		Criticism	is	a	part	of	the	ordinary	faculty	of	
man,	but	in	the	spiritual	domain	nothing	is	accomplished		by	criticism.		The	effect	
of	criticism	is	a	dividing	of	the	powers	of	the	one	criticized;	the	Holy	Ghost	is	the	
only	one	in	the	true	position	to	criticize,	He	alone	is	able	to	show	what	is	wrong	
without	hurting	and	wounding.		It	is	impossible	to	enter	into	communion	with	
God	when	you	are	in	a	critical	temper;	it	makes	you	hard	and	vindictive	and	
cruel,	and	leaves	you	with	the	flattering	unction	that	you	are	a	superior	person.	
Jesus	says,	as	a	disciple	cultivate	the	uncritical	temper.		It	is	not	done	once	and	
for	all.		Beware	anything	that	puts	you	in	the	superior	person’s	place.



There	is	no	getting	away	from	the	penetration	of	Jesus.		If	I	see	the	
mote	in	your	eye,	it	means	I	have	a	beam	in	my	own.		Every	wrong	thing	
that	I	see	in	you,	God	locates	in	me.		Every	time	I	judge,	I	condemn	
myself.		Stop	having	a	measuring	rod	for	other	people.		There	is	always	
one	fact	more	in	every	man’s	case	about	which	we	know	nothing.	The	
first	thing	God	does	is	to	give	us	a	spiritual	spring-cleaning;	there	is	no	
possibility	of	pride	left	in	a	man	after	that.		I	have	never	met	the	man	I	
could	despair	of	after	discerning	what	lies	in	me	apart	from	the	grace	of	
God.

Oswald	Chambers,	My	Utmost	for	His	Highest



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer)	Dr.	Love’s	Notes		
Spring	2005

• The	kindness	of	God	should	be	imitated	in	the	lives	
of	Jesus’	disciples

• Disciples	are	part	of	a	merciful	community	that	
compassionately	corrects,	not	condemns,	
members.

• Disciples	do	not	exercise	God’s	right	to	determine	
one’s	ultimate	destiny	(condemnation)

• Self-examination	and	correction	provide	the	
context	for	merciful	correction

• For	a	minority	community	living	an	alternative	way	
of	life,	community	relations	provide	support	and	
focus	in	a	hostile	society.				



To	judge	assumes	a	position	of	superiority	over	the	one	who	is	
judged.	

Do	not	speak	evil	against	one	another,	brothers	and	sisters.	Whoever	speaks	
evil	against	another	or	judges	another,	speaks	evil	against	the	law	and	
judges	the	law;	but	if	you	judge	the	law,	you	are	not	a	doer	of	the	law	but	a	
judge.	There	is	one	lawgiver	and	judge	who	is	able	to	save	and	to	destroy.	So	
who,	then,	are	you	to	judge	your	neighbor?	James	4:11-12

Therefore	you	have	no	excuse,	whoever	you	are,	when	you	judge	others;	for	in	
passing	judgment	on	another	you	condemn	yourself,	because	you,	the	judge,	
are	doing	the	very	same	things.	Romans 2:1



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer)

• Judging	is	the	opposite	of	forgiving,	which	
Jesus	has	commanded	Christians	to	do.

• A	judgmental	preoccupation	with	others’	
flaws	encourages	reciprocal	judgment,	
ripping	apart	Christian	unity	with	
resentment,	bitterness,	and	vengeful	
hatreds.

• If	you	want	to	be	judged	in	mercy,	apply	such	
a	measure	here	and	now.



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer

Do	not	give	what	is	holy	to	dogs;	and	do	not	
throw	your	pearls	before	swine,	or	they	will	
trample	them	under	foot	and	maul	you.

-- Don’t	offer	the	most	holy	things	to	those						
who	have	no	desire	to	know	spiritual	things.

-- Clement	of	Alexandria	said,	“It	is	difficult	to	
exhibit	the	true	and	transparent	words	
respecting	the	true	light	to	swinish	and	
untrained	hearers.”	



• Dogs and	swine are	highly	
uncomplimentary	terms;	latter	are	
unclean

• Dogs	refers	to	Gentiles	in		
Matthew	15:26-27

Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer)	Dr.	Love’s	Notes		
Spring	2005	(cont.)



A	Gentile	mother	begs	Jesus	for	her	daughter	
to	be	healed.	
He	answered,	“It	is	not	fair	to	take	the	
children’s	food	and	throw	it	to	the	dogs.”		She	
said,	“Yes,	Lord,	yet	even	the	dogs	eat	the	
crumbs	that	fall	from	their	master’s	table.”

Jesus	compares	this	Gentile	woman’s	great	
faith	to	the	little	faith	of	His	disciples.

Points	to	Matthew’s	theme	of	universality.

Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer



Ask	and	it	will	be	given	you;	search	and	you	will	
find;	knock,	and	the	door	will	be	opened	for	you.		
For	everyone	who	asks	receives,	and	everyone	
who	searches	finds,	and	for	everyone	who	
knock,	the	door	will	be	opened.		Is	there	anyone	
among	you	who,	if	your	child	asks	for	bread,	will	
give	a	stone?	Or	if	the	child	asks	for	a	fish,	will	
give	a	snake?	If	you	then,	who	are	evil,	know	
how	to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	
much	more	will	your	Father	in	heaven	give	good	
things	to	those	who	ask	Him!



Ask
Seek
Knock



Ask	and	it	will	be	given	you.

God	answers	sharp	and	sudden	on	some	prayers.
And	thrusts	the	thing	we	have	prayed	for	in	our	face,

A	gauntlet	with	a	gift	in’t.
Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning

What	we	seek	we	shall	find;	what	we	flee	from	flees	from	us;	as	Goethe	said,	
“What	we	wish	for	in	youth,	comes	in	heaps	on	us	in	old	age,”	too	often	cursed	
with	the	granting	of	our	prayer;	and	hence	the	high	caution,	that	since	we	are	
sure	of	having	what	we	wish,	we	beware	to	ask	only	for	high	things.		

Ralph	Waldo	Emerson

The	trajectory	of	our	lives	follows	the	desires	of	our	hearts.



The	Discipline	of	Prayer
• Julian		-- or	Juliana-- was	an	English	mystic
• Lived	from	about	1342-1413
• Very	little	is	known	about	her		-- except	that	she	

was	an	anchoress	

God	says:
I	am	the	ground	of	thy	beseeching;	first,	it	is	
my	will	thou	shalt	have	it;	after,	I	make	thee	
to	will	it;	and	after	I	make	thee	to	beseech	it	
and	thou	beseeches	it.		How	should	it	then	be	
that	thou	shouldst not	have	thy	beseeching?



Asking	what	we	need	in	faith,	we	will	have	all	we	need	in	faith,	and	we	will	
have	all	we	need	for	life,	godliness	and	fullness	of	joy.	John	16:24

• Jesus	has	emphasized	seeking	God’s	kingdom	and	His	righteousness,	but	
also	wants	followers	to	ask	that	material	needs	are	met.		

• Asking	God	for	material	necessities	demonstrates	faith	in	God’s	ability
and	in	His	desire	to	provide	for	His	children	and	acknowledges	our	
dependence	upon	Him.

• Jesus	uses	the	examples	of	bread	and	fish	as	God’s	provisions	and	He	
will	demonstrate	literally	how	God	provides	them	when	he	feeds	the	
multitudes.



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer)	

Seek	- God’s	kingdom	and	His	righteousness

“You	have	said,	‘Seek	my	face.’		My	heart	says	
to	you,	‘Your	face,	Lord,	do	I	seek.’”		Psalm	27:8

Seek	the	Lord	and	His	strength;	seek	His	
presence	continually.	Psalms	105:4

Seek	first	His	Kingdom	and	His	righteousness.	
Mt.	6:33



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer)	

Knock–

• Be	persistent
• Dare	to	come	before	the	Father	with	
confidence	in	His	love



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer)	

Is	there	anyone	among	you	who,	if	your	child	asks	for	
bread,	will	give	a	stone?	Or	if	the	child	asks	for	a	fish,	
will	give	a	snake?		If	you	then,	who	are	evil,	know	how	
to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	much	more	
will	your	Father	in	heaven	give	good	things	to	those	
who	ask	Him!

• Notice	how	human	conduct	is	based	on	family,	
household,	neighborhood,	and	village	images.

• Understanding	from	the	perspective	of	a	child	asking	
a	father

• Understanding	from	the	perspective	of	a	father	
responding	to	a	child’s	request



Matthew	– Teaching	Discourse	1	– Conduct	and	Prayer
Matthew	7:1-12;	(Conduct	and	Prayer)	

In	everything	do	to	others	
as	you	would	have	them	
do	to	you;	for	this	is	the	
law	and	the	prophets.



Statements	similar	to	the	Golden	Rule	are	found	in	many	other	
religious	writings:

• And	what	you	hate,	do	not	do	to	anyone.	Tobit	4:15

• Now	the	path	of	life	is	this		-- first,	thou	shalt	love	the	God	who	made	thee,	
thy	neighbor	as	thyself,	and	all	things	that	thou	wouldest not	be	done	to	
thee,	do	not	unto	another. 1:2	The	Didache,	or	Teaching	of	the	12	Apostles

• [Hillel	said]:		What	is	hateful	to	you,	do	not	do	to	your	fellow.		That	is	the	
entire	Torah.	The	rest	is	its	commentary.		Go	and	learn	it.		Talmud

• Love	does	no	wrong	to	a	neighbor;	therefore,	love	is	the	fulfilling	of	the	law.	
Romans	13:10



Concluding Cautions 13-29
Three sections
1. Two Ways (13-14)
2. False Prophets (15-23)
3. Parable Concerning Building a House (24-27)
Verses 13-27 constitute the final admonition to the disciples 
and the church for Christian practice.
The three sections are followed by Matthew’s summation (28-
29).



Antithetical Contrasts
1. Broad/Narrow Way/Gate
2. Good/Bad Fruit
3. Doers of the Will of God/Doers of Lawlessness (evildoers)
4. House on Rocky/Sandy Foundation

All four contrasts culminate in the final judgment. Notice the 
contrasting use of “two”: 2 ways, 2 gates, 2 fruits, 2 “doers,” 2 
houses.  



The Text
13 “Enter through the narrow gate; 

for the gate is wide
and the road (way) is easy (broad) 
that leads to destruction, 
and there are many who take it. 14 For the gate is narrow
and the road (way) is hard
that leads to life, 
and there are few who find it.



The Text
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 
16 You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered 
from thorns, or figs from thistles? 



The Text
17 In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit (deeds), 
but the bad tree bears bad fruit (deeds). 
18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 
good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
20 Thus you will know them by their fruits. 



The Text
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my 
Father in heaven 
22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and do many deeds of power in your 
name?’ 
23 Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; go away 
from me, you evildoers.’



The Text
24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on 
(does) them will be like a wise man who built his house on 
rock. 25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on rock. 



The Text
26 “And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
act on (do) them will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was 
its fall!”



The Text (vss. 28-29)
28 Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the 
crowds were astounded at his teaching, 20 for he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

Reaction to Jesus’ Teachings



The Narrow and Wide Door
• “Road” or “Way.” Teaching on the “Two Ways” was 

widespread in the ancient world (Prov. 28:16; Wis. 5:5-6; 
Didache 1-6; Letter of Barnabas 18-20).
• “Broad” way is “roomy, spacious.”
• “Many,” “few,” see Matt. 22:14— “For many are called, but 

few are chosen.”
• To enter “life” or to enter the “kingdom” are the same (5:20; 

7:21; 23:13). 



Tribulation/Persecution
• Note, first, that only a few take this road (way) and the gate 

is at the end of the road (way).
• Probably, the reason is due to tribulation/persecution (5:10-

12). 
• If so, the way to life is full of afflictions.
• The way to life means suffering for the sake of the faith.



The Gate at the End of the Way
• The Christian community is on the way to the gate of life.
• It constantly faces the choice of the two ways.
• Being baptized does not insure a tranquil certainty of 

salvation.
• There is a constant decision between the broad and narrow 

way. Many are called/few are chosen (20:16; 22:14).
• The SM is a call to all Christians, not just a few who have 

chosen the way of “perfection.” 



Parallel Passages in Matthew
• Matthew 22:14— “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
• Matthew 20:16– “So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.”
• Matthew 18:4– “Whoever becomes humble like this child is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
God opposes self-righteous arrogance among God’s new 
people.



Can this “Way” be called “Grace”?
• Yes, because we have received and live by our Heavenly 

Father’s mercy/forgiveness. 
• Yes, because Jesus not only is our model, but sustains us on 

the narrow way. 
• Yes, because we are shown the way in the Sermon on the 

Mount.
• No, if our view upholds “cheap grace” and eschews radical 

obedience.
• The church is a mixed body of “wheat” and “weeds” until the 

end.



Warning: False Prophets, 15-23
• The situation surrounding the periods of Jesus and the early 

Matthean churches indicates a number of wandering 
prophets (10:5-15; 23:34; Didache 11; 16:3.
• “Good fruit, bad fruit” refers to doing good works or the 

reverse.



False Prophets
• John preached, “Bear fruit worthy of repentance” . . . (Matt. 

3:8); “. . . every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down . . . (Matt. 3:10). 
• Matt. 12:33— “Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; 

or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known 
by its fruits.” 
• Matt. 21:43– “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 

taken away from you and given to a people that produces the 
fruits of the kingdom.”



False Prophets
v. 22– the acts performed are in and of themselves quite 
acceptable (see 10:5-15). The issue is obedience to God’s will 
(the higher righteousness Jesus has just taught).
v. 23– “I never knew you” See 25:11-12. “Evil-doers,” literally 
translated means “workers of lawlessness” (5:17-20; 13:41; 
23:28; 24:12)



“Evildoers”
• Anomia The root is “law.” The “alpha” in front means 

“against.” Thus the translation “evildoers.” 
• The term refers to those who do not follow the Torah as 

interpreted by Jesus—on murder, adultery, divorce, 
swearing, retaliation, enemies, almsgiving, prayer, and 
fasting.



False Prophets—final analysis
• The prophets are false because they bear bad fruit (deeds) 

and are “without law” (evildoers), v. 24. They don’t teach 
lawlessness, they practice it.
• Their goal: destroy a peaceful and defenseless community 

(wolves in sheep’s clothing).
• The rule: you will know them by their fruit (the actions and 

the consequences of the deeds). They are known by their 
works. Opposite of 7:12. 



Two Housebuilders 7:24-27
• On the close relationship between “hearing” and “doing” see 

Deut. 31:12, “that they may hear . . And be careful to do all 
the words of the law.” This is wisdom!
• Matthew describes a storm. This is a way of talking about 

the trials and tribulations that accompany the coming of the 
kingdom of heaven. See, with some variation, Luke 6:47-49.



Sermon’s Conclusion 7:28-29
Note the phrase, “When Jesus had finished”  which is used at 
the end of each of the five teaching discourses.
Note: the absence of a reference to the “disciples”—only the 
“crowds” who are “astounded,” whereas, the disciples earlier 
are described as those with “little faith” (6:30). They are the 
concern of the series of warnings (7:13-27).


