
Welcome to Study of the Gospel 
According to Matthew
� This morning’s study will feature 

the Canaanite Woman’s story 
(15:21-28).

� D’Esta will be our teacher! This is 
fitting. Two women will teach us, 
the Canaanite woman and D’Esta.

� If time permits, we will return to the 
purity controversy (15:1-20).



The Canaanite Woman’s Faith 
(15:21-28)
21 Jesus left that place and went away to 
the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out and started shouting, 
“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 
my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 
23 But he did not answer at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent



Canaanite Woman’s Faith
Only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before 
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He 
answered, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ tables.” 28 Then Jesus answered 
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed instantly.”



Comment
� Mark provides a parallel passage (7:24-

30) but not Luke.
� The district of “Tyre and Sidon” is 

gentile territory. See 11:21. 
Somewhere on the borders of Galilee. 

� “Canaanite” is a scriptural term for 
ancient Israel’s pagan enemies (Deut. 
7:1). Note the women in Matthew’s 
genealogy in 1:2-6a. They are gentiles 
and/or women with irregular sexual 
histories. See especially Rahab (1:5). 



Comment
� The woman belongs to a long ethno-

centric heritage. Despite this, she 
seeks Jesus’ merciful help for her 
demon-possessed daughter. 

� Jesus initially ignores her, claiming a 
mission only to Israel (9:36).

� Is the woman a prostitute? In light of 
societal treatment of women, this is 
possible or even probable. Note: She is 
alone in public space with a group of 
Israelite men. Is she a mother without 
male agency? 



Comment
� The request for “mercy” and the title of 

“Son David” is used often in Matthew’s 
healing miracles (9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 
17:15; 20:30-31). Mercy is also 
important in 9:13; 12:7 and is drawn 
from the prophet Hosea (Hos. 6:6, 
LXX). 

� The “lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
either refers to a group within Israel or 
to all of Israel (9:36; 10:6; cf. 28:19). 



Comment
� “Kneeling” implies worship (see 2:2).
� “Children” are the Israelites (Deut. 

14:1; Isa. 1:2). “Dogs” (household 
pets?) are used of gentiles (Phil 3:2; 
Matt. 7:6?). 

� Is there a parallel with the 
Centurion’s faith (8:10)? 

� Is the daughter present? Or, at 
home? She is healed instantly (see 
8:3). 



Comment
� Note her submissive spirit and 

persistent action. This is identified 
by Jesus as “faith” (cf. Peter in 
14:31).  



Jesus Heals Many (15:29-31)
29 After Jesus had left that place, he 
passed along the Sea of Galilee, and 
went up the mountain, where he sat 
down. 30 Great crowds came to him, 
bringing with them the lame, the 
maimed, the blind, the mute, and many 
others. They put them at his feet, and he 
cured them. 31 so that the crow was 
amazed when they saw the mute 
speaking, the maimed whole, the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing. And they 
praised the God of Israel. 



Things that Defile (10-20)
10 Then he called the crowd to him 
and said to them, “Listen and 
understand: 11 it is not what goes into 
the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the 
disciples approached and said to him, 
“Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you 
said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them 



Things that Defile (cont.)
alone; they are blind guides of the 
blind. And if one blind person guides 
another, both will fall into a pit.” 15

But Peter said to him, “Explain this 
parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are 
you also without understanding? 17 Do 
you not see that whatever goes into 
the mouth enters the stomach, and 
goes out into the sewer (“laterine”)? 18

But



Things that Defile (cont.)
what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this is what 
defiles. 19 For out of the heart come 
evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20 These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed 
hands does not defile.”



Comment
� The parallel passage is Mark 7:14-23.
� Jesus defines purity primarily in 

moral terms. See 15:15-20. 
� Jesus uses a plant image to answer the 

disciples’ question. Pharisees are being 
“uprooted,” that is, condemned (Jer. 
1:10)
◦ 3:7-10—axe at the root of the trees
◦ 7:16-20—know them by their fruits
◦ 12:33-37—good and bad trees



Comment
� For “listen and understand” see the 

parables of chapter 13—13:10-23, 43. 
� “What goes into the mouth.” It was widely 

debated in early Christianity whether 
Jewish dietary laws were binding to 
Christians; see Acts 10:14-15; Rom 14:19-
21; Gal. 2:11-14.

� What comes out of the mouth makes one 
ritually unclean.

� In 15:19 we have a vice list, widespread 
feature or device of ancient moral discourse 
(1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21).



Comment
� The Pharisees, Jesus affirms, are 

“blind leaders of the blind.” 
� Vv. 15-20—Peter, speaking in behalf of 

the disciples, turns the attention back 
to vv. 10-11.

� Jesus does not abolish purity 
observance (5:17-20). He emphasizes 
internal commitments carried out in 
moral, external actions.

� What we witness is a “family” quarrel 
among Jews. Again, care is required 
that we don’t incite anti-Semitism.  


