
MORE ON THE SEEMING CONTRADICTION BETWEEN 1Chron. 21:1 
and 2Sam 24:1 
 
In 1Chron. 21:1,  the Hebrew word for “rose up” (NIV) or stood up (KJV), 
makes it clear that SATAN takes a specific posture before the Lord in order 
to accuse David AND Israel. This “posture”, as described in the Hebrew, is 
similar to standing up in COURT before a judge. Satan’s standing up before 
God, then, has as his goal to beg God’s permission to tempt David to take a 
census. 
 
Once you realize that “standing” is used as the description of an accuser’s 
posture before the tribunals or courts of men; it becomes clear that Satan is 
doing just that in 1Chronicles! 

Compare, for example, how this same term (i.e., “stood up”) is used in the 
same way in… 

a. 1Kings 22:19-21 (“…I saw the Lord sitting on his throne with all the 
multitudes of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. And 
the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and 
going to his death there?’ One suggested this, and another that.  Finally, a 
spirit came forward, stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’) 

 
b.  Job 2:1 (“On another day the angels came to present themselves before 

the Lord, and Satan also came with them to present himself before 
him.  And the Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”) 
 

c. Zech. 3:1 (“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before 
the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him.”) 

  
 
Notice how all these passages provide an image of Satan or his demons 
“standing in accusation” or “presenting” before the Lord to get permission 
to move against someone. 
 
Another important point is that, unlike Satan, God cannot and will not tempt 
man.  As James 1:13 tells us, “When tempted, no one should say, "God is 
tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone…” However, it is clear that God does ALLOW Satan to do it! And, 
becomes one of Satan’s most formidable resources! 
 


