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14	“With	them	[the	crowd]	indeed	is	fulfilled
The	prophecy	of	Isaiah	that	says:

‘You	will	indeed	listen,	but	never	understand,
And	you	will	indeed	look,	but	never	perceive.
15	For	this	people’s	heart	has	grown	dull,

And	their	ears	are	hard	of	hearing,
And	they	have	shut	their	eyes;

So	that	they	might	not	look	with	their	eyes
And	listen	with	their	ears;

And	understand	with	their	heart	.	.	.
Matthew	13:14-15		



“	.	.	.	But	to	them	it,	the	secret	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	has	not	
been	given.”					 Matthew	13:16b
• A	less	preferred	but	possible	interpretation	of	“secret”	is	
“mysterious”

“	.	.	.	But	from	those	who	have	nothing,	even	what	they	have	will	be	
taken	away.”				 Matthew	13:12b
“The	reason	that	I	speak	to	them	in	parables	is	that	‘seeing	they	do	
not	perceive,	and	hearing	they	do	not	listen,	nor	do	they	
understand.’”

Matthew	13:13



Parable	of	the	
Wheat	and	
the	Tares

The Parables of Our Lord was 
published in 1863. The book featured 
nineteen woodcuts from designs by 
John Everett Millais. They were 
engraved by the Dalziel Brothers



Parable	of	the	Wheat	and	the	Tares
24	Another	parable	he	put	before	them,	
saying,	“The	kingdom	of	heaven	may	be	
compared	to	a	man	who	sowed	good	seed	
in	his	field;	25	but	while	men	were	
sleeping,	his	enemy	came	and	sowed	
weeds	among	the	wheat,	and	went	away.	
26	So	when	the	plants	came	up	and	bore	
grain,	then	the	weeds	appeared	also.	27	
And	the	servants	of	the	householder	came	
and	said	to	him,	‘Sir,	did	you	not	sow	good	
seed	in	your	field?	How	then	has	it	
weeds?’



28	He	said	to	them,	“An	enemy	has	
done	this.’		The	servants	said	to	him,	
‘Then	do	you	want	us	to	go	and	
gather	them?’	29	But	he	said,	‘No;	
lest	in	gathering	the	weeds	you	root	
up	the	wheat	along	with	them.	30	
Let	both	grow	together	until	the	
harvest;	and	at	harvest	time	I	will	
tell	the	reapers,	Gather	the	weeds	
first	and	bind	them	in	bundles	to	be	
burned,	but	gather	the	wheat	into	
my	barn’”.





The	Parables	of	
Jesus

Parables	have	the	effect	of	
illuminating	the	subject	of	the	
kingdom	for	those	who	are	willing	
to	accept	the	message	and	
darkening	it	for	those	who	reject	
the	message	of	the	present	reality	
of	the	kingdom.



The	Parables	of	Jesus
• In	Jesus’	third	discourse,	the	Parables	
discourse,	Matthew	has	presented	
seven	(or	perhaps	eight)	parables.
•Matthew	begins	with	The	Parable	of	
the	Sower	along	with	an	interpretation	
given	by	Jesus.
• The	following	six	parables	have	been	
described	as	doublets	because	of	their	
similar	meanings.



The	Wheat	
and	the	Tares

The	Net

The	Mustard	
Seed

The	Leaven

The	Merchant	and	
the	Pearl

The	Hidden	Treasure



The	Wheat	and	the	Tares
The	Mustard	Seed
The	Leaven

The	Hidden	Treasure
The	Pearl	of	Great	Price
The	Net

Jesus	delivers	the	first	three	parables	to	the	disciples	and	the	
crowds.		He	then	goes	into	the	house,	and	in	private,	delivers	
the	explanation	of	the	Wheat	and	the	Tares.		Jesus	then	gives	
the	disciples	alone	the	next	three	parables	and	explains	the	final	
of	these,	the	Net.

These	six	parables	are	grouped	in	three’s.	Jesus	offers	an	
interpretation	after	the	third	parable	in	each	grouping.	



• The	parable	discourse	is	Jesus’	response	to	his	rejection	by	Israel.	
• Having	given	Israel	an	opportunity	to	accept	his	clear	message,	Jesus	now	
responds	to	their	refusal	by	withdrawing	into	the	veiled	speech	of	
parables.
• The	parables	are	a	punishment	because	Israel	has	not	seen	the	truth,	
while	the	disciples	do.
• The	split	between	the	synagogue	and	the	church	shines	through	the	
presentation.
• The	disciples	will	face	the	same	opposition,	and	a	disappointingly	large	
number	will	fall	away.

The	Parables	of	Jesus



The	Parables	of	Jesus
• But	as	the	parable	describes,	the	final	triumph	of	the	eschatological	
harvest	is	assured.
• The	theme	of	separation	is	dramatically	acted	out	by	Jesus	as	he	
leaves	the	crowds	halfway	through	the	discourse	to	speak	to	his	
disciples	alone	inside	the	house.
• The	break	between	Jesus	and	Israel,	and	between	the	church	and	the	
synagogue,	is	visibly	symbolized.
• The	theme	of	the	separation	of	good	and	evil	on	the	last	day	returns	
in	the	parable	of	the	net,	which	ends	on	the	grim	note	of	punishment.					

The	Anchor	Bible	Dictionary



Parable	of	the	Mustard	Seed
31	Another	parable	he	put	before	
them,	saying,	“The	kingdom	of	heaven	
is	like	a	grain	of	mustard	seed	which	a	
man	took	and	sowed	in	his	field;	32	it	
is	the	smallest	of	all	seeds,	but	when	it	
has	grown	it	is	the	greatest	of	shrubs	
and	becomes	a	tree,	so	that	the	birds	
of	the	air	come	and	make	nests	in	its	
branches.”	



Parable	of	the	Leaven

33	He	told	them	
another	parable.		“The	
kingdom	of	heaven	is	
like	leaven	which	a	
woman	took	and	hid	
in	three	measures	of	
flour,	until	it	was	all	
leavened.”



The	Use	of	Parables

34	All	this	Jesus	said	to	the	crowds	in	parables;	indeed	he	
said	nothing	to	them	without	a	parable.	35	This	was	to	
fulfill	what	was	spoken	by	the	prophet:

“I	will	open	my	mouth	in	parables,
I	will	utter	what	has	been	hidden	

since
The	foundation	of	the	world.”



Jesus	Explains	the	Parable	of
the	Weeds

36	Then	he	left	the	crowds	and	went	
into	the	house,	And	his	disciples	came	
to	him,	saying,	“Explain	to	us	the	
parable	of	the	weeds	of	the	field.”	37	
He	answered,	“He	who	sows	the	good	
seed	is	the	Son	of	Man;	38	the	field	is	
the	world,	and	the	good	seed	means	
the	sons	of	the	kingdom;		39	and	the	
enemy	who	sowed	them	is	the	devil;			



The	harvest	is	the	close	of	the	age,	
and	the	reapers	are	angels.	40	Just	
as	the	weeds	are	gathered	and	
burned	with	fire,	so	will	it	be	at	the	
close	of	the	age.	41	The	Son	of	Man	
will	send	his	angels,	and	they	will	
gather	out	of	his	kingdom	all	causes	
of	sin	and	evildoers,	42	and	throw	
them	into	the	furnace	of	fire;	there	
men	will	weep	and	gnash	their	teeth.	
43	Then	the	righteous	will	shine	like	
the	sun	in	the	kingdom	of	the	Father.	
He	who	has	ears,	let	him	hear.	



• Jesus	has	left	the	crowds	and	come	
into	the	house.
• The	disciples	come	to	him	and	ask	
him	to	explain	the	parable.
• Jesus	begins	the	explanation	by	
identifying	the	elements.	

Parable	of	the	Wheat	and	
the	Tares



The	Parable	of	the	Wheat	and	the	Tares

1. The	sower	of	good	seed	=	the	Son	of	Man,	Jesus
2. The	field	=	the	world
3. The	good	seed	=	those	who	belong	to	the	kingdom
4. The	weeds	=	those	of	the	evil	ones
5. The	enemy	who	sowed	the	seeds	=	the	Devil
6. The	Harvest	=	the	end	of	the	age
7. The	Harvesters	=	the	angels



The	Parable	of	
the	Wheat	

and	the	Tares

• Not	every	element	is	identified	or	
interpreted,	but	Jesus	might	be	understood	
as	the	master;	the	disciples	as	the	servants,	
and	the	bearing	of	fruit	as	righteousness.
• The	Tares	represent	what	is	known	as	the	
bearded	Darnel,	a	poisonous	rye	grass,	very	
common	in	the	east.
• It	appears	like	wheat	until	the	ears	appear,	
then	reveals	itself	to	be	a	noxious	weed.
• Roots	of	the	wheat	and	the	tares	become	so	
entangled,	that	it	would	be	impossible	to	
remove	the	weeds	without	tearing	up	the	
wheat.



The	Parable	of	the	Wheat	and	the	Tares

• The	central	point	of	the	parable	is	now	explained.
• The	gathering	of	the	weeds	and	their	burning	refers	to	the	
eschatological	judgment.
• The	present	era	of	fulfillment	announced	by	Jesus	does	not	
bring	with	it	the	final	judgment	of	the	end	time.
• In	the	end	time,	there	is	the	judgment	of	the	wicked.	The	
Son	of	Man	will	send	his	angels	to	gather	the	wicked	to	their	
punishment.
• So	the	Son	of	Man,	the	sower,	has	become	the	judge.



The	Parable	of	the	Wheat	and	the	Tares

• In	this	world,	the	lawless,	who	belong	to	the	evil	one,	coexist	with	the	
righteous,	who	are	the	people	of	the	kingdom.
• There	has	not	been,	nor	will	there	be,	a	dramatic	separation	of	the	
lawless	from	the	righteous	until	the	harvest	at	the	end	of	the	age.
• The	present	age	is	one	in	which	humanity	(including	the	church)	is	a	
mixture	of	those	of	the	evil	one	and	those	of	the	kingdom.
• At	the	end	of	the	age,	there	will	be	a	clear	demarcation	between	the	
two.
• And	each	will	receive	their	eschatological	due:	punishment	for	the	
wicked	and	extravagant	blessings	for	the	righteous.



“Let	him	who	has	ears,	hear.”

• In	the	rabbinic	tradition	the	Torah	was	a	basket	without	handles.
• The	Hebrew	word	[a-z-n],	means	handles	and	it	means	ears.		
•When	Solomon	came,	he	attached	[a-z-n]	to	the	Torah.		
• He	attached	handles	to	the	Torah	by	which	it	could	be	handled	and	
understood.
• The	wordplay	indicates	that	[a-z-n]	are	the	ears	of	the	handles	of	the	
head.	
• In	Jesus’	tradition,	parables	are	handles	or	symbols	of	the	kingdom	of	
God.							

Hear	Then	the	Parable,	Bernard	Brandon	Scott,	



The	Parable	
of	the	
Mustard	Seed

An	etching	by	Jan	Luyken



Parable	of	the	Mustard	Seed
• The	third	parable	of	this	discourse	continues	
to	use	the	agricultural	vocabulary	of	sowing	
seed	to	describe	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven.
• Using	the	images	of	‘seed,’	‘field,’	and	
‘sowing’	provides	continuity	with	the	two	
previous	parables.
• This	is	the	first	parable	in	the	discourse	that	
will	not	receive	an	interpretation	from	Jesus.		
The	hearers	are	left	to	interpret	his	words.



• In	popular	and	common	understanding,	the	mustard	
seed	was	regarded	as	the	smallest	of	seeds.
• The	expression	‘small	as	a	mustard	seed’	was	frequently	
used	by	Rabbis	to	indicate	the	smallest	amount	in	
defining	purity	requirements.
•Mustard,	a	common	plant	in	the	eastern	world,	grew	
and	spread	quickly,	so	a	farmer	tried	to	control	its	seeds.

Parable	of	the	Mustard	Seed



• The	miracle	of	nature	symbolized	by	the	mustard	seed,	
which	develops	from	the	smallest	of	beginnings	to	an	
astonishing	fullness,	is	similar	to	the	reality	of	the	
kingdom.

• The	kingdom	has	begun	inconspicuously,	yet	it	has	
begun,	and	in	the	end	the	greatness	of	the	kingdom	in	
size	will	provide	as	amazing	a	contrast	as	that	between	
the	mustard	seed	and	the	tree.

Matthew	1-13:World	Biblical	Commentary,	
Donald	A.	Hagner



• The	Kingdom	of	heaven,	planted	in	the	field	of	the	world	
as	the	smallest	seed,	in	the	most	humble	and	
unpromising	manner,	would	become	an	amazingly	large	
tree-like	bush,		providing	shelter	for	birds.
• The	use	of	the	word	‘tree’	here	indicates	some	hyperbole	
and	symbolism,	pointing	to	something	beyond	agriculture	
to	a	great	reality	or	kingdom.	

Matthew	1-13:World	Biblical	Commentary,	
Donald	A.	Hagner



Parable	of	the	Mustard	Seed
The	parable	of	the	mustard	seed	portrayed	a	
vivid	sketch	of	a	man’s everyday	life.
The	parable	of	the	leaven	painted	a	
domesticate	scene	in	the	life	of	a	woman.
The	parable	of	the	mustard	seed	emphasized	
the	extensive	growth	of	the	kingdom	in	
relationship	with	the	outer	world.
The	parable	of	the	leaven	emphasized	the	
intensive	power	of	the	kingdom	in	the	world	
within	us.



• The	Parables	of	the	Mustard	Seed	and	the	
Leaven	present	a	similar	theme	of	the	Kingdom.	
• Through	hidden	beginnings,	almost	
imperceptible	and	seemingly	inadequate	to	the	
task,	the	growth	would	be	exponentially	greater	
than	the	beginnings.
• These	were	the	last	two	parables	in	this	
discourse		that	Jesus	shared	with	the	crowds.	
• These	parables	would	have	been	unintelligible	
to	those	who	were	not	believers.



Parable	of	
the	Leaven

The Parables of Our Lord was published 
in 1863. The book featured nineteen 
woodcuts from designs by John Everett 
Millais. They were engraved by the 
Dalziel Brothers



Parable	of	the	Leaven

•Matthew	uses	parallel	language	
between	the	parable	of	the	mustard	
seed	and	of	the	parable	of	the	leaven.

--Leaven,	which	a	woman	took	and	
mixed
--A	seed,	of	mustard,	which	a	someone	
took	and	sowed



Parable	of	the	Leaven

Leaven,	or	yeast,	was	a	common	and	
important	ingredient	in	Palestinian	
households.

Leaven,	like	yeast,	in	biblical	times	
was	normally	added	to	a	batch	of	
bread	dough	by	using	an	unbaked	
portion	of	dough	from	the	previous	
batch.



Parable	of	the	Leaven
• Leavened	bread	was	prohibited	in	
sacrifices	that	went	on	the	altar	(Lev.2:4).		
The	reason	for	this	was	that	no	leaven,	nor	
honey,	could	be	burned.	(Lev.2:11).		
• These	both	caused	fermentation	and	thus	
appeared	to	have	a	life	of	their	own	that	
must	not	be	destroyed.	
• So	leaven	is	the	vital	force	of	the	vegetable	
world	as	blood	is	to	the	animal.

Harper	Collins	Bible	Dictionary

.



Parable	of	the	Leaven

• There	are	examples	of	yeast	being	
a	symbol	of	moral	corruption	in	
the	ancient	world.

• There	are	references	in	both	the	
old	and	the	new	testaments	in	
which	leaven	has	an	unclean	
connotation.

• Jesus	warns	of	the	leaven	of	the	
Pharisees,	Sadducees	and	Herod.



Parable	of	the	Leaven

• But	there	is	no	indication	that	
Jesus	is	using	yeast	as	a	symbol	of	
corruption	here.

• Instead,	leaven	as	a	metaphor	in	
this	parable	points	to	the	positive	
concept	of	yeast	as	a	powerful	life	
force.



Parable	of	the	Leaven
• Jesus		is	emphasizing	the	dynamic	
properties	of	leaven.	

• An	imperceptible	amount	of	
leaven	when	first	mixed	with	the	
dough,	has	an	eventual,	inevitable	
and	astonishing	effect	upon	the	
whole.

• The	leaven	penetrates	and	
permeates	the	entirety	of	the	
dough.	



Parable	of	the	Leaven

• The	nation	of	Israel	understood	the	
coming	of	the	kingdom	to	be	a	drastic	
change	in	the	order	of	things.

• The	present	evil	order	of	the	world	
and	society	would	be	utterly	replaced	
by	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven.

• The	Jews	did	not	witness	that	
transformation	in	Jesus’	ministry	on	
earth.



Parable	of	the	Leaven
• They	wondered	how	the	kingdom	could	

be	at	hand	if	nothing	had	changed	in	the	
world.

• In	this	parable,	Jesus	compares	the	
kingdom	to	a	tiny	bit	of	leaven	put	into	a	
mass	of	meal	and	appears	to	make	no	
change.	

• The	leaven	seems	overtaken	by	the	
dough,	but	eventually	something	does	
happen	and	it	results	in	the	complete	
transformation	of	the	dough.



• So	it	will	be	with	the	kingdom.		
• Although	it	appears	unimpressive	

at	the	beginning,	it	will	have	an	
effect	that	is	out	of	all	proportion	
with	that	beginning.

• In	this	parable,	3	measures	of	flour	
would	yield	enough	bread	to	feed	
around	150	people.



The	Use	of	Parables

34	All	this	Jesus	said	to	the	crowds	in	parables;	indeed	he	
said	nothing	to	them	without	a	parable.	35	This	was	to	
fulfill	what	was	spoken	by	the	prophet:

“I	will	open	my	mouth	in	parables,
I	will	utter	what	has	been	hidden	

since
The	foundation	of	the	world.”



• Jesus	uses	parallel	language	in	v.	34
-- All	this	Jesus	said	to	the	crowds	in	parables;	
-- indeed	he	said	nothing	to	them	without	a	parable.			
• This	reaffirms	the	statements	made	in	v.	3	and	v.	13.
3	He	told	them	many	things	in	parables	.	.	.	
13	The	reason	I	speak	to	them	in	parables	is	that	‘seeing	they	do	not								

perceive,	and	hearing	they	do	not	listen,	nor	do	they	understand.’
• This	unifies	the	discourse	and	prepares	for	both	the	OT	citation	(v.35)	and	
the	interpretation	of	the	parable	of	the	wheat	and	the	tares	(36-43)

“I	will	open	my	mouth	in	parables,
I	will	utter	what	has	been	hidden	since

The	foundation	of	the	world.”
Psalms	78:2



Parable	of	the	Hidden	
Treasure

44	“The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	
like	treasure	hidden	in	a	field,	
which	a	man	found	and	
covered	up;	then	in	his	joy	he	
goes	and	sells	all	that	he	has	
and	buys	that	field.



Parable	of	the	Pearl	
of	Great	Price

45	“Again,	the	kingdom	of	
heaven	is	like	a	merchant	in	
search	of	fine	pearls,	46	who,	
on	finding	one	pearl	of	great	
value,	went	and	sold	all	that	
he	had	and	bought	it.



• The	brief	fifth	and	sixth	parables	describe	the		inestimable	value	
of	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	which	justifies	the	cost	of	absolute	
discipleship.
• They	follow	the	themes	of	the	preceding	parables,	those	of	
hiddenness	and	smallness.	
• The	hidden	treasure	corresponds	to	the	hiddenness	of	the	
leaven	and	the	smallness	of	the	mustard	seed	to	the	pearl.
• These	parables	are	related	to	the	disciples	inside	the	house	and	
away	from	the	crowd.		Jesus	does	not	give	an	explanation.	This	
may	be	because	Jesus	expected	the	disciples	to	understand	their	
meaning.	



• These	two	parables	are	found	only	in	Matthew.
• They	have	common	elements	of	finding	
something	of	great	value	and	selling	
everything	a	person	has	to	buy	the	thing	of	
value.
• The	first	parable	has	an	additional	element	in	
the	hiding	of	the	treasure	in	the	field	and	the	
mention	of	joy	in	its	discovery.
• In	the	first	parable	that	discovery	of	the	hidden	
treasure	is	accidental,	but	in	the	second,	the	
person	is	seeking	the	pearls.



• The	theme	in	both	parables	is	
that	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	
of	inestimable	value	and	is	to	be	
sought	above	all	other	
possessions.
• In	these	parables,	the	Kingdom	
has	come	in	an	unexpected	way,	
in	a	form	that	might	be	
overlooked	or	despised.
• Just	as	the	kingdom	that	Jesus	
has	ushered	into	the	world,	
remains	overlooked	and	
misunderstood.



• Though	the	presence	of	the	kingdom	
is	real,	it	is	easily	overlooked.
• For	the	Jews,	the	time	of	salvation	
was	more	or	less	equated	with	
national-political	deliverance.	The	
Kingdom	has	not	met	expectations	of	
ushering	in	a	national-political	
change.	
• The	kingdom	has	not	arrived	in	a	
spectacular	and	unmistakable	
statement.



• To	lead	an	insurrection	against	Rome	
to	establish	the	Kingdom	would	
arouse	an	enthusiastic	response.

• Previous	empires	had	been	
established		by	military	might.	
Babylon	was	crushed	by	the	Medo-
Persians,	who	were	destroyed	by	
Alexander	and	the	Greek,	who	were	
felled	by	the	Romans.

• To	accept	the	“Yoke	of	the	Kingdom”	
and	join	the	circle	of	Pharisees	in	their	
utter	devotion	to	the	Law	provided	
one	great	prestige	in	the	eyes	of	the	
Jews.



• But	to	follow	Jesus	meant	association	
with	tax	collectors	and	sinners.

• But	present	in	the	person	and	work	of	
Jesus	Christ,	without	outward	display	
or	glory,	was	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	

• The	Kingdom	of	Heaven	was	a	hidden	
treasure	to	most	of	the	nation	of	
Israel,	but	it	was	worth	more	than	all	
other	possessions,	a	pearl	above	
price.



•Pearls	were	highly	valued	in	the	
ancient	world,	even	more	so	than	
gold.
• The	word	“precious”	is	used	only	
used	in	two	other	references	in	the	
NT.		In	John	12:3,	the	ointment	
used	by	Mary	to	anoint	Jesus’	feet	
is	described	as	precious	and	in	1	
Peter	1:7,	faith	is	described	as	
more	precious	than	gold.



• There	is	hyperbole	in	the	idea	that	a	
merchant	would	sell	everything	he	had	
to	own	a	single	pearl,	but	in	the	case	of	
the	kingdom	the	analogous	action	of	the	
disciples	in	full	and	unreserved	
commitment	is	more	than	justified.
• The	kingdom	is	like	a	small,	
inconspicuous	pearl,	but	one	of	
incalculable	value	that,	once	discovered,	
calls	for	unrestrained	response	in	the	
form	of	absolute	discipleship.

Matthew-World	Biblical	Commentary
Donald	A.	Hagner



• The	Kingdom	of	God	is	the	greatest	of	
treasures.	Though	its	worth	is	
immeasurable	by	any	standards,	it	is	
now	present	only	in	veiled	form	and	
can	be	possessed	by	some	without	the	
knowledge	of	those	near	them.		
• Like	a	hidden	treasure	or	a	pearl	that	
can	be	held	in	one’s	hand,	the	kingdom	
is	known	only	to	its	joyful	possessors.	
• Yet	those	who	find	the	kingdom,	who	
receive	its	message	and	follow	in	
discipleship,	have	begun	to	experience	
the	wonder	of	the	kingdom’s	presence.		



• They	know	that	the	kingdom	is	a	reality	
that	is	worth	everything.		And	they	
joyfully	make	it	their	only	priority	in	
life.
• They	seek	first	the	kingdom,	sacrificing	
all	to	it,	but	at	the	same	time,	find	all	
they	need	in	the	kingdom.
Matthew-World	Biblical	Commentary

Donald	A.	Hagner



Parable	of	the	Net

An	etching	by	Jan	Luyken
illustrating	Mark	4:30-32	in	the	
Bowyer	Bible,	Bolton,	England



Parable	of	the	Net
47	“Again,	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	like	a	
net	which	was	thrown	into	the	sea	and	
gathered	fish	of	every	kind;	48	when	it	
was	full,	men	drew	it	ashore	and	sat	
down	and	sorted	the	good	into	vessels	
but	threw	away	the		bad.	49	So	it	will	be	
at	the	close	of	the	age.		The	angels	will	
come	out	and	separate	the	evil	from	the	
righteous,	50	and	throw	them	into	the	
furnace	of	fire;	there	men	will	weep	and	
gnash	their	teeth.



Parable	of	the	Net
• The	exaggerated	inclusiveness	of	the		
phrase,	‘fish	of	every	kind,’	may	be	an	
intentional	reflection	of	the	universality	
of	the	invitation	to	accept	the	good	
news	of	the	gospel.
• Jesus	is	delivering	this	parable	to	the	
disciples,	several	of	whom	had	been	
fishermen.
• In	their	proclamation	of	the	kingdom,	
the	disciples	have	become	“fishers	of	
men	and	women.”



Parable	of	the	Net

• The	net	would	have	had	floats	at	the	top	
edge	and	weights	at	the	bottom.
• The	net	thrown	out	in	the	water,	
encircling	the	fish.
• Then,	it	would	be	dragged	to	the	shore.
• The	net	indiscriminately	gathers	all	sorts	
of	fish.



It	would	have	been	very	
common	in	Capernaum	
to	see	the	fishermen	
sitting	on	the	beach,	
going	through	the	day’s	
catch,	keeping	the	good	
fish	and	throwing	away	
the	bad.



• The	parable	of	the	net,	like	the	parable	of	
the	tares,	describes	an	eschatological	
judgment,	in	which	the	righteous	are	
separated	from	the	unrighteous.

• The	net,	drawn	from	the	sea,	brings	all	
kinds	of	fish,	some	useful	and	some	
useless.

• The	useful	are	gathered	into	baskets,	and	
the	useless	are	thrown	away.							

• Just	as	the	fish	within	the	net,	are	chosen	
or	culled,	there	will	be	a	final	judgment	of	
men	to	determine	who	enters	into	the	
kingdom	and	who	will	be	excluded.



• This	parable	focuses	again	on	the	reality	
of	an	eschatological	separation	of	the	evil	
from	the	righteous	and	the	judgment	of	
the	former	at	the	end	of	the	age.

• In	the	present	era,	the	evil	persons	are	
allowed	to	live	together	with	the	
righteous	– in	their	midst	– even	within	
that	manifestation	of	the	kingdom	that	
becomes	known	as	the	church.

• The	net	of	the	kingdom	thus	includes	a	
mixture	of	both	good	and	evil.	That	such	
circumstances	could	exist	in	the	kingdom	
itself	was	nothing	less	than	astonishing.



• It	would	indeed	be	considered	“a	mystery	
of	the	kingdom.”

• But	at	the	time	of	the	eschatological	
judgment	an	unavoidable	separation	
would	take	place.

• Only	the	righteous	– those	who	had	
become	disciples	– would	survive.

• The	evil	would	go	to	punishment.
• There	exists	judgment	upon	the	world	

and	also	judgment	within	the	church.
Matthew- World	Biblical	Commentary

Donald	A.	Hagner



Treasures	New	and	Old
(An	Eighth	Parable?)

51	“	Have	you	understood	all	this?”	
They	said	to	him,	“Yes.”	52	And	he	
said	to	them,	“Therefore	every	
scribe	who	has	been	trained	for	the	
kingdom	of	heaven	is	like	a	
householder	who	brings	out	of	his	
treasure	what	is	new	and	what	is	
old.”



• In	Judaism,	the	scribe	was	the	Scripture	
scholar-teacher	trained	in	the	Torah.
• In	Sirach	39:2-3,	the	scribe	is	described	as	
one	who	not	only	“will	seek	out	the	
wisdom	of	all	the	ancients”	but	also	as	
one	who	will	“penetrate	the	subtleties	of	
parables”	and	“be	at	home	with	the	
obscurities	of	parables.”
• Jesus	is	referring	to	a	new	kind	of	scribe,	
one	“having	been	made	a	disciple”	“in	
the	kingdom	of	heaven,”	concerning	the	
nature	of	the	kingdom	as	it	has	been	
elucidated	through	the	parables.



• Jesus	has	in	mind	the	disciples	whom	he	
has	been	teaching.
• This	new	type	of	scribe,	trained	in	the	
knowledge	of	the	kingdom,	is	compared	
to	a	“master	of	the	household”	who	
brings	out	of	his	storeroom	“new	things	
and	old	things.”
• The	key	is	the	combination	of	new	and	
old.
• The	parables	involve	old	and	familiar	
things,	but	newly	juxtaposed	with	new	
elements.



• This	new	scribe	would	seek	the	
relationship	of	the	Torah	with	the	new	
reality	of	the	Kingdom	of	God,	the	
“mysteries”	concerning	the	purposes	of	
God,	hidden	from	the	beginning	but	now	
being	made	known.
• The	new	scribe	is	able	to	maintain	a	
balance	between	the	continuity	and	the	
discontinuity	existing	between	the	era	
inaugurated	by	Jesus	and	that	of	the	
past.



• For	Matthew,	in	particular,	writing	for	a	
Jewish-Christian	congregation	that	
probably	had	its	own	Christian	scribes	
(the	counterpart	of	the	Jewish	rabbis),	it	
is	no	wonder	that	this	is	an	important	
theme.
• Some	have	described	v.	52	as	a	self	
description	of	Matthew.
• He	certainly	would	have	considered	
himself	among	the	scribes	trained	in	the	
mysteries	of	the	kingdom.

Donald	Hagner



The	Rejection	of	Jesus	at	Nazareth

53	And	when	Jesus	had	finished	these	parables,	he	
went	away	from	there,	54	and	coming	to	his	own	
country	he	taught	them	in	their	synagogue,	so	that	
they	were	astonished	and	said,	“Where	did	this	man	
get	this	wisdom	and	these	mighty	works?	Is	not	this	the	
carpenter’s	son?	Is	not	his	mother	called	Mary?	And	
are	not	his	brothers	James	and	Joseph	and	Simon	and	
Judas?	



The	Rejection	of	Jesus	at	Nazareth

•56	And	are	not	all	his	sisters	with	us?	Where	then	did	
this	man	get	all	this?”	57	And	they	took	offense	at	
him.		But	Jesus	said	to	them,	“A	prophet	is	not	without	
honor	except	in	his	own	country	and	in	his	own	
house.”	58	And	he	did	not	do	many	mighty	works	
there,	because	of	their	unbelief.



The	Unbelief	of	the	People	of	Nazareth

• Following	the	parable	discourse,	Matthew	uses	a	formulaic	
phrase	“and	it	came	to	pass	that	when	Jesus	finished	
speaking”	to	begin	another	narrative	section.
• He	picks	up	again	with	the	theme	of	unbelief	in	the	
preceding	discourse.
• The	theme	not	only	continues,	but	grows	as	the	Gospel	
proceeds,	here	coming	to	a	climax	in	the	unbelief	on	Jesus’	
own	people	in	Nazareth.



• The	primary	mistake	of	the	
people	of	Nazareth	was	their	
automatic	limitation	of	Jesus	
to	the	familiar	framework	in	
which	they	had	previously	
known	him.
• This	made	it	impossible	for	
them	to	evaluate	Jesus’	
message	or	deeds.
• Familiarity	with	Jesus	became	
a	liability	since	he	was	thereby	
forced	into	a	preconceived	
framework.		Outsiders	had	the	
advantage	in	this	respect.	

.



The	Unbelief	
of	the	People	
of	Nazareth

• This	becomes	a	metaphor	in	the	
transition	of	the	kingdom	of	the	Jews	to	
the	Gentiles.
• For	it	is	just	this	kind	of	familiarity	and	set	
of	preconceptions	that	have	been	
responsible	for	Jewish	unbelief	in	the	
gospels,	and	the	lack	of	the	same	may	
have	made	the	Gentiles	more	objective	in	
their	understanding	and	thus	more	
receptive	of	the	good	news	of	the	
kingdom.


