
Class 32 
 
PRAYER...AND...JOKE 
 
 
Last week, we "officially" ended the course; however, it's been so many months since 
we first started, that I think it's a good idea to SUMMARIZE some of what we've 
learned and also come to some important CONCLUSIONS. This will probably take 
today and several additional classes. 
 
 
READ:  Let's begin by reading a wonderful story about BELIEF IN THE 
AFTERLIFE...It's called "Life After Birth?" 
 
 
THE COURSE SUMMARY...PART 1  (portions taken from the article,  "The Truth 
About Heaven"1, by Rick Rood) 
 
A.  What difference does knowing about Heaven make?  
 
 1.  The hope of Heaven transforms our perspective on the DISAPPOINTMENTS 
 AND SUFFERINGS we experience in this life. 
 
  a.  Paul wrote, "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth   
  comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us." (Rom  8:18) 
 
  b.  Scripture also tells us that our present sufferings actually play a role in  
  preparing us for that glory to come.  
 
   1.  READ: 2Cor 4:16-17 
 
   2.   In other words, the very qualities and virtues that will serve us  
   in Heaven are being "woven" into our souls through the many  
   sufferings we experience here. 
 
   3.  Our sufferings create in us a compassion for others which   
   encourages us to draw even closer to the Lord. 
 
 2.  The hope of Heaven transforms our perspective on the TRUE NATURE OF 
 SUCCESS! 
 
  a.  We are constantly bombarded in this world by the concept of   
  accumulation of wealth and "the one who dies with the most toys wins"  
  ideal as well as the joy of sensual pleasure and the "good life". 

                                                
1 Rood, Rick. Probe Ministries weblog @ https://probe.org/the-truth-about-heaven/) 
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  b.  Scripture, however, reminds us many times not to focus on the rewards 
  of this life, but to look forward to the GREATER rewards in the next life  
    
   1.  READ:  Col 3: 1-2; 1Tim 6: 17-19; 1Pet. 2:11-12; 1John 2: 15 -17 
 
 3.  The hope of Heaven transforms our perspective on DEATH. 
 

1.  We are assured that we will share in Jesus' victory over death 
and that we should have HOPE of our everlasting life  
 
 a.  READ: 1Thes. 4:13-14 
 
 

B.  How can we change how we think about Heaven so we can get excited about getting 
there? 
  
 1.  First, always remember that YOU ARE SAVED! You have been promised 
 (actually, guaranteed!) a place in Heaven. GOD DOES NOT LIE! 
 
   a.  READ:  John 3: 16; John 6: 47; John 14: 2-3; Rom 5: 1-9; Rom 6: 23;  
  Rom 10: 9-10; 2Cor 1: 18-22; Eph 2: 8-9; 1John 5: 13  
 
 2.  Jesus said there are MANY rooms in my Father's house (John 14: 1-3), so don't 
 worry that there's a LIMITED number of space (i.e., 144,000)! 
 
  a.  The scriptures are taken out of context with regard to this number of  
  people. 
 
  b.  It appears that the number 144,000 is a metaphor for "a lot" since it's  
  used TWICE in Revelation to describe SPECIFIC groups of people. 

 
1.  READ: Rev. 7:1-5.  
 
 a.  This scripture referring to 144,000 people, indicates that 
 they are the faithful JEWS from the tribes of Israel  
 
 b. Now, however, we MUST add to this number, the  "great 
 multitude" of GENTILES from every nation.  
 
  1.  READ:  Rev 7: 9. 
 

c.  The next grouping of "a lot" of Saints (i.e., 144,000) is found in  
Rev. 14: 1-5 where it refers to the purest of the Saints, chosen to follow 
Jesus for all eternity and who are considered the "firstfruits" from among 
men… 
 
 1.  These are NOT the total of ALL MEN in Heaven! They are 
 simply the firstfruits (best of the best) of all men. 
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 2.  Note that in v. 3 it says, no one could learn that specific song 
 they were singing (meaning…NO OTHER SAINTS IN HEAVEN!)    

 
 
 
C.  So, to summarize:  How can we get EXCITED about going to Heaven?  

 
1.  First, remember that you are ALREADY saved and GUARANTEED a place.   

 
2.  Second, remember at the beginning of this course we talked about the FIRST 
JUDGMENT?  Remember, that this is the Judgment where it is decided WHERE 
you go depending on whether or not you have FAITH and believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God. 

 
3.  Third, focus on all the FANTASTIC things God has told us about 
Heaven…things we learned in this course, for example. 

 
4.  Finally, focus on Scriptures and things you learned in this class that tell us 
how much BETTER Heaven will be from what we know now  
 

a.  Randy Alcorn, in his book on Heaven2, likens Heaven to an ETERNAL 
PARTY!  

  
   1.  Randy says: "To be resurrected bodies on a resurrected Earth in  
   resurrected friendships, enjoying the resurrected culture with the  
   resurrected Jesus...now THAT will be the ultimate party!"  

 
 
2.  Randy also said (in the same book):  "As a Christian, the day I 
die will be the best day I've ever lived. But, it won't be the best day 
I ever will live." , meaning that even that party, in the Present 
Heaven, is a preliminary celebration to the one we will have in the 
ETERNAL HEAVEN!  
 
 

Next week, we will continue with our SUMMARY of this course, which will remind you 
of some of the more exciting aspects of Heaven. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2Alcorn, Randy, Heaven. Tyndale Publishers, Inc. , Oct. 1, 2004 


