
Welcome The Gospel According 
to Matthew
In our study of Matthew 3 we will see 
. . .
1. how JBap. urges people to prepare 

for God’s action through Jesus and 
his testimony to Jesus’ role (3:1-
12), and we will see . . .

2. the adult Jesus consenting to his 
mission in baptism, and how God 
empowers him (3:13-17).



Matthew 3
The Preaching of John the Baptist 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wildness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said,

“The voice of one crying out in
the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 
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leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 
and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children 
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to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12

His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” (NRSV)



The Person of John the Baptist 
(1-6)
� All four Gospels begin with JBap. (Mk. 1:2-6; Lk. 

3:1-6; Jn. 1:19-23; see also Acts 1:22; 10:37). 
John was an essential part of the gospel 
message.

� He is prominent in Mt. (3:7-17; 11:2-19; 14:1-12; 
16:14; 17:10-13; 21:23-27); see also Josephus, 
Antiquities, 18.117.

� Wilderness is probably near where the Jordan 
empties into the Dead Sea.

� John proclaims Jesus’ message, “the kingdom of 
heaven has come near” (see 4:17).

� Vs. 3 is the sixth formula quotation and cites Isa. 
40:3. “The Lord” in this instance is Jesus.   



Josephus: Antiquities of the 
Jews 18:116-119
“He was a good man and had exhorted the Jews to 
lead righteous lives, to practice justice toward their 
fellows and piety toward God, and so doing to join 
in baptism. In his view this was a necessary 
preliminary if baptism was to be acceptable to God. 
They must not employ it to gain pardon for 
whatever sins they committed, but as a 
consecration of the body implying that the soul was 
already thoroughly cleansed by right behavior” 
(117). 
More on Josephus when we get to chapter 14 and 
the death of John.



Comparing Mt and Mark
� Often Matthew follows Mark quite closely, but 

not in his treatment of JBapt. 
� Mark (and Luke) affirm that JBapt preaches a 

“baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins,” but in Matthew he preaches repentance 
“for kingdom of heaven is at hand (near).” This is 
exactly the same message that Jesus preached in 
his own mission (4:17). Matthew, thus, ties the 
two together. 

� It seems that for Mt. baptism is a “sign-action,” 
an immersion that indicates purity from 
repentance. Note: during and/or after baptism 
they confess their sins.   



Comparing Matthew and Mark 
Mt

In those days
came John the Baptist, 
preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea,
2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 
3 For this is he who was 
spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said,
“The voice of one crying

Mk
John the baptizer 
appeared in the 
wilderness,

preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.



Comparing Matthew and Mark 
Mt.

in the wilderness; 
prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths 
straight.”

4 Now John wore a 
garment of camel’s 
hair, and a leather 
girdle around his waist; 
and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. 

Mk



Comparing Matthew and Mark 
5 Then went out to him 
Jerusalem and all 
Judea and all the 
region about the 
Jordan, 6 and they were 
baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing 
their sins.

5 And there went to him 
all the country of Judea 
and all the people of 
Jerusalem; and they 
were baptized in the 
river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
6 Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, and 
had a leather girdle 
around his waist, and 
ate locusts and wild 
honey. 



Comparing Mt. and Lk.
Mt

7 But when he saw many 
Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath 
to come? 8 Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. 9
Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise 
up children 

Lk

3:7 Crowds

3:10 Crowds

3:12 Tax collectors

3:14 Soldiers

3:15 People



Comparing Mt. and Lk.
Mt. 

to Abraham. 10 Even 
now the ax is lying 
at the root of the 
trees; every tree 
therefore that does 
not bear good fruit 
is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.

Lk



Comparing Mt. and Lk.
Mt.

11 “I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who 
is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will 
gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” (NRSV)

Lk



JBapt and the Essenes at 
Qumran
� Some argue that JBapt had been a member of the 

Qumran community (custodians of the DSS).
◦ Luke 1:80— “. . . And he was in the wilderness 

until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.” His 
parents lived in the hill country, a region distinct 
from the wilderness.
◦ Ascetic lifestyles were similar
◦ Common interest in the coming kingdom of heaven
◦ Both had ritual uses of water
◦ But, caution should be exercised—wilderness had a 

# of religious groups at the time
◦ John differed with Qumran especially on baptism; 

also, John intermingled with the people. He would 
have broken away from Qumran (isolationists)





John the Baptist (7-10)
� John’s message is apocalyptic in nature—

prepare, for the end is near.
� The Pharisees and Sadducees are John’s 

opponents. The former vigorously applied the 
Jewish law to everyday living (see 15:1-20). They 
are Jesus’ primary opponents (5:20; 16:6, 11; 23). 
The Sadducees were a group of powerful, 
aristocratic priests usually hostile to the 
Pharisees. See 16:1-12; 22:23, 34.  

� “Vipers” are poisonous snakes; 12:34; 23:33. 
� “Bearing fruit” or doing good works is important 

to Mt. (see 3:10; 7:15-20; 12:33; 21:43).



JBapt (cont.) Verses 11-12
Mt. 

11 “I baptize you with water 
for repentance,
But he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not 
worthy to carry;

he will 
baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and gather 
his wheat into the granary,

Mark
7 And he preached saying,

“After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the thong of 
whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and 
untie.
8 I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize 
you with the H.S.”



JBapt (cont.) Verses 11-12
but the chaff he will 
burn with 
unquenchable fire.”



Matthew 3 Baptism of Jesus
Matthew

13 Then Jesus came from 
Galilee to John at the 
Jordan, to be baptized by 
him.
14 John would have 
prevented him saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?” 15

But Jesus  answered him, 
“Let it be so now; for it is 
proper for us in this way to 
fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented.  

Mark
9 In those days Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee 
and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan.



JBapt. (cont.) Verses 11-12
16 And when Jesus was 
baptized, he went up 
immediately from the water, 
and behold the heavens 
were opened and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on 
him;

17 and lo, a 
voice from heaven, saying,

“This my beloved Son (3rd

person), with whom I am 
well pleased.”

and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10 And when he 
came up out of the water, 
immediately he saw the 
heavens opened and
The Spirit

descending upon like 
a dove;

11 and a voice came 
from heaven,

“Thou (2nd person, you) art 
my beloved Son; with thee 
(you) I am well pleased.”



Baptism of Jesus

The baptismal scene opens with a 
conversation between Jesus and John 
the Baptist, which is found only in 
Matthew’s Gospel. It is clear that 
John knew who Jesus was, and it is 
implied that he knew him to be the 
sinless Messiah. 



The Words of Jesus

� “Let it be so now. . .

� for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfill all righteousness.”

Fulfilling all righteousness 
anticipates Matt. 5:17 “Do not think 
that I have come to abolish the law or 
the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill.”



TheVoice From Heaven
� The heavens are opened—a sign of 

revelation
� The Spirit of God descended---an  

anointing (see Isa. 42:1)
� “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew)
“You are my Son, the Beloved, in you I 

am well pleased (Mark)
“You are my son; today I have begotten 

you”
(Ps. 2:7)



God With Us

� With the penitent

� In his righteousness

� In his baptism



God Is Not With. . .

� The Pharisees and the Sadducees –
Matthew 3:7-9



Matthew’s Portrait

� In his baptism Jesus expresses his 
faithfulness to accomplish God’s 
purpose and commission.

� For Matthew, the voice from heaven is 
not just to identify Jesus as God’s 
beloved son but it is in response to his 
obedience in baptism.

� Matthew portrays Jesus as the 
obedient one who submits himself to 
God’s will.

� Matthew also portrays Jesus as the 
anointed one—King and Messiah.


