
WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM 
Class 5  
 
Last week, I left you with a "teaser"...the idea that Christians, living in Jesus, are 
ALREADY SAVED. Today, we will explore this glorious thought in greater detail. 
 
A.  READ: Rom. 5:1-9:  
 
 1.  Paul makes it clear that Our salvation has ALREADY HAPPENED!  
 
  a.  We HAVE BEEN (already happened!) justified through faith (v. 1);  
 
  b. We HAVE GAINED ACCESS into His grace in which we NOW stand  
  (v. 2);  
 
  c.  We rejoice (present tense!) in the HOPE (in the Greek, "expectation") of  
  the glory of God." (v.2); 
 
  d.  We have NOW been justified" (v.9);  
 
  e.  We SHALL BE SAVED (i.e., it WILL HAPPEN!) from God's wrath"  
  (v. 9) 
 
B.  Salvation, then, is a FREE GIFT. We don't contribute anything!  
 
 1.  And…the GIFT IS OFFERED TO EVERYONE! 
 
  a.  READ: John 3:16 says WHOEVER…not "whichever woman" or   
  "whichever pastor or elder or saint".  NO ONE IS EXCLUDED!!!   
  WHOEVER MEANS ANYONE! 
 
  b.  And...this promise was made even in the Old Testament! 
 
   1.  READ: Joel 2: 31-32; 
 
  c.  And, of course, MANY TIMES in the GOSPELS! 
 
   1.  READ: Matt 10: 32; Mark 16:16;  John 3: 14-15; John 3: 17-18;   
   John 3: 36;  John 5: 24; John 6: 35-40; John 7: 37-38; John 11: 25;  
   John 12: 46;  
    
   2.  READ: Matt 20: 1 – 15  (the Parable of the Workers in the   
   Vineyard) 
 
    a.  Jesus makes it clear, in this parable, that even DEATH  
    BED CONVERTS are welcomed into Heaven 
 

b.  GOD'S LOVE AND MERCY ARE UNMATCHED! 
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2.  So, we see that "WHOEVER" also means "WHENEVER" and "WHEREVER"! 
 
 

C.  An important point must be made here: ONCE YOU'RE SAVED, YOU'RE SAVED! 
 
  1.  READ: HANDOUT #3: Can A Christian Lose Salvation? (SEE LAST PAGE) 

 
2.  Max Lucado1 also makes a good point about salvation for all eternity. He says, 
"There is never a point at which you are any less saved than you were the first 
moment Christ saved you.  Just because you were grumpy at breakfast doesn't 
mean you were condemned at breakfast. When you lost your temper yesterday, 
you didn't lose your salvation. Your name doesn't disappear and reappear in the 
Book of Life according to your moods and actions."  Good point! 
 
3.  Now, I admit there are those pesky passages which talk about grieving the 
Holy Spirit and the one about that unpardonable sin...So, let's talk about them: 
 
 a.  The TWO sins that are unpardonable are 1.) PERMANENTLY   
 REJECTING CHRIST, in such a way that NO future repentance is   
 possible; and 2.) PERMANENTLY REJECTING THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
 in such a way that NO future repentance is possible. 
 
 b. Logic tells us that neither of these unforgivable sins CAN be 
 committed by a TRUE Christian. READ: Matthew 12: 31-32 (also in Mark 
 3: 28) 
 

  c. Further, Bible scholar, Larry Richards2, points out: “This reference to an  
  unforgivable sin has troubled many unnecessarily. Those who are   
  concerned that they have done something for which Jesus will not forgive  
  them show a very different attitude from the Pharisees, who refused to  
  accept even the most compelling evidence that Jesus was the Son of God." 
  
  d.  Once again, logic demands that anyone who seeks Jesus’ forgiveness  
  certainly has not committed an unforgivable sin”. 
 
  d. Similarly, scholars Morris and Clark point to Hebrews 10: 26-27: "For if  
  we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of truth, no  
  sacrifice for sins* is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of  
  raging fire that will consume the enemies of God."  

  *i.e., Christ's death 

 
                                                
1 Lucado, Max, Everyday Blessings: 365 Days of Inspirational Thoughts,  Thomas 
Nelson, Publisher 2006. 
2 Richards, Larry, 735 Baffling Bible Questions Answered (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Fleming H. Revell, 1993), pp. 241-242.]. 
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 e.  Morris and Clark site yet another ominous warning...this time in Hebrews 
 10:29...to those who trample under foot the Son of God and regard His blood as 
 unclean.  "How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished 
 who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing 
 the blood of the covenant that sanctified him." 

 f.  It is CLEAR, then, that God the Father has appointed His Son’s sacrifice as the 
 most sacred of acts and as the sole way to salvation. He makes it crystal clear that 
 He will not grant salvation to any one who seeks salvation by any other 
 means.3 

 

Next week, we will continue our discussion regarding the First Judgment. 

READING: 
 
 

Can a Christian lose salvation? 
Taken from Got Questions Ministry.org 

First, the term Christian must be defined. A “Christian” is not a person who has said a 
prayer or walked down an aisle or been raised in a Christian family. While each of these 
things can be a part of the Christian experience, they are not what makes a Christian. A 
Christian is a person who has fully trusted in Jesus Christ as the only Savior and 
therefore possesses the Holy Spirit (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Ephesians 2:8–9). 
So, with this definition in mind, can a Christian lose salvation? It’s a crucially important 
question. Perhaps the best way to answer it is to examine what the Bible says occurs at 
salvation and to study what losing salvation would entail: 
A Christian is a NEW CREATION. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). A Christian is not 
simply an “improved” version of a person; a Christian is an entirely new creature. He is 
“in Christ.” For a Christian to lose salvation, the new creation would have to be 
destroyed. 
A Christian is REDEEMED. “For you know that it was not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to 
you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18–19). The word redeemed refers to a purchase being made, 
a price being paid. We were purchased at the cost of Christ’s death. For a Christian to 
lose salvation, God Himself would have to revoke His purchase of the individual for 
whom He paid with the precious blood of Christ. 

                                                
3 Morris, Henry M. Henry M. Morris and Clark, Martin E., The Bible Has the Answer, 
Revised and Expanded (Green Forest, Arkansas: Master Books, 1976), pp. 244-246, 
emphasis added.] 
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A Christian is JUSTIFIED. “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). To justify is to 
declare righteous. All those who receive Jesus as Savior are “declared righteous” by 
God. For a Christian to lose salvation, God would have to go back on His Word and 
“un-declare” what He had previously declared. Those absolved of guilt would have to 
be tried again and found guilty. God would have to reverse the sentence handed down 
from the divine bench. 
A Christian is PROMISED ETERNAL LIFE. “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). Eternal life is the promise of spending forever in heaven with God. 
God promises, “Believe and you will have eternal life.” For a Christian to lose 
salvation, eternal life would have to be redefined. The Christian is promised to live 
forever. Does eternal not mean “eternal”? 
A Christian is MARKED BY GOD and SEALED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. “You also 
were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who 
are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:13–14). At the moment of 
faith, the new Christian is marked and sealed with the Spirit, who was promised to act 
as a deposit to guarantee the heavenly inheritance. The end result is that God’s glory is 
praised. For a Christian to lose salvation, God would have to erase the mark, withdraw 
the Spirit, cancel the deposit, break His promise, revoke the guarantee, keep the 
inheritance, forego the praise, and lessen His glory. 
A Christian is GUARANTEED GLORIFICATION. “Those he predestined, he also 
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified” (Romans 
8:30). According to Romans 5:1, justification is ours at the moment of faith. According to 
Romans 8:30, glorification comes with justification. All those whom God justifies are 
promised to be glorified. This promise will be fulfilled when Christians receive their 
perfect resurrection bodies in heaven. If a Christian can lose salvation, then Romans 
8:30 is in error, because God could not guarantee glorification for all those whom He 
predestines, calls, and justifies. 
So, NO! A Christian cannot lose salvation. Most, if not all, of what the Bible says 
happens to us when we receive Christ would be invalidated if salvation could be lost. 
Salvation is the gift of God, and God’s gifts are “irrevocable” (Romans 11:29). A 
Christian cannot be un-newly created. The redeemed cannot be unpurchased. Eternal 
life cannot be temporary. God cannot renege on His Word. Scripture says that God 
cannot lie (Titus 1:2). 
 
Two common objections to the belief that a Christian cannot lose salvation concern 
these experiential issues: 1) What about Christians who live in a sinful, unrepentant 
lifestyle? 2) What about Christians who reject the faith and deny Christ? The problem 
with these objections is the assumption that everyone who calls himself a “Christian” 
has actually been born again. The Bible declares that a true Christian will not live a state 
of continual, unrepentant sin (1 John 3:6). The Bible also says that anyone who departs 
the faith is demonstrating that he was never truly a Christian (1 John 2:19). He may 
have been religious, he may have put on a good show, but he was never born again by 
the power of God. “By their fruit you will recognize them” (Matthew 7:16). The 
redeemed of God belong “to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might 
bear fruit for God” (Romans 7:4). 
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Nothing can separate a child of God from the Father’s love (Romans 8:38–39). Nothing 
can remove a Christian from God’s hand (John 10:28–29). God guarantees eternal life 
and maintains the salvation He has given us. The Good Shepherd searches for the lost 
sheep, and, “when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home” (Luke 
15:5–6). The lamb is found, and the Shepherd gladly bears the burden; our Lord takes 
full responsibility for bringing the lost one safely home. 
 
Jude 24–25 further emphasizes the goodness and faithfulness of our Savior: “To Him 
who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power 
and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! 
Amen.” 
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