
WHAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM 
Class 1: Introduction 
 
 
QUESTION: When YOU think about Heaven, what FEELINGS do you get? (Not…what 
you KNOW ABOUT IT, but what do you FEEL about it!)  
 
QUESTION:  Where do you think these feelings came from?  
 
QUESTION:  What do you REALLY know about Heaven and how do you know it?  
 
A.  Here are some surprising statistics1 from 2010; although it's doubtful things have 
changed dramatically since then: 
 
 1.  While 80% of Americans say they believe in heaven, few have the slightest 
 inkling about what they mean by "heaven". 
   
  a.  Most agree it's a good place to go after you die and that we will "do  
  things". 
 
  b. Some imagine it's a place where our most material yearnings are   
  fulfilled (i.e., we get everything we ever wanted, but didn't get, on Earth). 
 
  c.  Only 26% believe they will have bodies in heaven. 
 
  d.  Thanks to the rise in followers of Eastern religions, nearly 30% believe  
  in reincarnation (and 21% of self-professed Christians believe in it too!) 
 
  e.  Among people who consider themselves "spiritual" (but not religious),  
  immortality of the soul is easier to accept than resurrection. 
 
   1.  Although resurrection may be unbelievable, a belief in the  
   existence of Heaven REQUIRES a belief in resurrection! 
 
 
B.  Despite what we may think, it's surprising…actually, SHOCKING…how much 
information there actually is in the Bible about Heaven.  

 
1.  God WANTS us to discover Him and all the riches He has prepared for us! 
 
 a.  READ: 2 Chron. 15: 1-2; Prov. 8:17; Jer. 29: 11-14; Matt 7: 7-8; 
 Eph. 1; 17–1 
 

C.   So, let's spend the next EIGHT MONTHS (or more!) together and explore the 
TRUTHS about Heaven together!  
 
                                                
1 Miller, Lisa, "Far From Heaven", Newsweek, April 25, 2010. 
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1. We will use THREE things to explore these truths: 
 
  a. The Bible (our ultimate authority on all things) 
 
  b. A few good books and articles 
 

c. Our MINDS (logic!)  
 
 1.  Remember...God gave us our minds so that we could "discover" 

Him…just like He gave us the Creation so we could discover Him! 
 
 
LET'S BEGIN… 
 
 
A. FIRST…let's consider that it was NOT an accident that the Bible ends with a 

MAGNIFICENT VISION OF HEAVEN!  
 
 READ:  Rev. 21: 22 - 27 
 
 1.  As one writer put it, "Final images are powerful images."2 
 
 
B. Next…Let's ask a question: DOES ETERNITY MATTER? Or …Is 

LIFE its own reward?  
 

1. READ:  HANDOUT #1: The Story of Richard & Ernie3 
 

2. Like the young philosopher, many people don't think too much about 
Heaven or DON'T THINK ABOUT IT AT ALL! 

 
1. We worry about being "bored" in Heaven or not getting into 

Heaven or worse…that Heaven does NOT EXIST! 
 
 

Next week, we will continue our discussion about Heaven and consider the question: 
"Where do our images/ideas of Heaven come from?" 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                
2 Scotty Smith, "Coming Attractions" Discipleship Journal, July/Aug. 2003 
3 Buchanan, Mark, "The Story of Richard & Ernie", Discipleship Journal, July/Aug. 2003 


