
Welcome!!
Welcome to our study of the Gospel 
According to Matthew!



Matthew, a Unique Gospel
n First Gospel in the Christian canon
n First writing of the New Testament
n First Gospel among the Four 

Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John



Rare Opportunity: Learning 
Goals 
To read, digest, discover, and share 
together Matthew’s portrait of Jesus for 
almost a year
To learn from one another
To apply our learning to our church 
setting  



Matthew: The Writing
n ca. 18,300 words in Greek; more than 

50% longer than Mark (ca. 11,300 
words)

n 28 chapters vs. 16 chapters in Mark
n Due mostly to the birth story in chapters 

1-2, and 
n Five teaching discourses (more on this 

later)



Matthew—Structure

n Follows Mark with exceptions
n Birth stories (chs 1-2)
n Resurrection and great commission (28:9-20)
n Reorders sources in chapters 5-11

n Mark probably is one of its major sources



Matthew--Composition

n Picture of Jesus—
n Compassionate preacher, healer and teacher
n Jesus fulfills the Torah and the prophets (5:17-

20)
n Jesus calls his followers to spread the good 

news of the kingdom of heaven to the whole 
world (28:16-20)



A portrayal of both Jesus 
and the Church
n 1. Matthew alone uses the term 

"church" (16:18; 18:15-17). That is 
anachronistic if the writing reflects 
only the period of Jesus' ministry. 

n 2. Matthew alone refers to "saints" in 
the present tense (27:45-54) “holy 
ones,” the usual word for Christians, 
(Rom 15:25-26; 1 Cor. 1:2). 



Matthew: Jesus and the 
Church (cont.)
n 3. Thus, there are two audiences in 

view: 
n Jesus' ministry and 
n The period of the church (18:20). 
n The Gospel reaches across time. 
n Timeless quality. 



Matthew—Who Were the 
Original Recipients?

n Location—perhaps Antioch of Syria, urban 
setting, 3rd largest center in Roman Empire 
(Rome and Alexandria are larger)

n Perhaps a wealthy community—as 
indicated by the kinds of coins mentioned 
(10:9; 25:14-30) and Joseph of Arimathea 
(a rich man sought Jesus’ body)





A Jewish Christian Church? 
Because of its vocabulary

n Matt     Mark     Luke

n dream(s) 6 0 0
n kingdom of heaven 32 0 0
n scribes/Pharisees 11 3 5 
n righteous 17 2 11
n righteousness 7 0 1 
n disciple (verb) 3 0 0



Vocabulary (cont.)
n Matt    Mark    Luke

n heaven/earth 13 2 5
n heaven(ly), adj. 7 0 1
n father in heaven 12 1 0
n father, used of God 45 5 17
n father, my, our 34 2 7



Vocabulary (cont.)
n Matt     Mark     Luke

n law/prophets 4 0 1
n prophets, (by the) 13 0 2
n gather, gathering 24 5 6
n Son of David 9 3 4



“Their synagogues”
n 4:23—Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues
n 9:35—Then Jesus went about all the cities and 

villages, teaching in their synagogues
n 10:17—…they will hand you over to councils and 

flog you in their synagogues;
n 12:9—entered their synagogue;
n 13:54—He came to his hometown to teach the 

people in their synagogue



Uses Israel’s Holy Scriptures: 
Formula Quotations
“All this took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall conceive
And bear a son,
And they shall name him 

Emmanuel,”
Which means, “God with us.”

n1:23 (Isaiah 7:14)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

Are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah,
For from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
2:5-6 (Micah 5:2 with 2 Samuel 5:2)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I have called my son.”

2:15 (Hosea 11:1)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah,
“A voice was heard in Ramah,

Wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

She refused to be consoled,
Because they are no more.”

n 2:18 (Jeremiah 31:15)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
There he made his home in a town 
called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be 
fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”

2:23 (No OT passage corresponds to 
this fifth formula quotation)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
So that what had been spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled:
“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
On the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee 
of the Gentiles—
The people who sat in darkness
Have seen a great light,
And for those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death
Light has dawn.”

4:14-16 (Isaiah 9:1-2)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah, “He 
took our infirmities and bore our 
diseases.”

8:17 (Isaiah 53:4)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
“Here is my servant, whom I have 
chosen,
My beloved, with whom my soul is well 
pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him, and he 
will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.



Formula Quotation (cont.)
He will not wrangle or cry aloud, nor 
will anyone hear his voice in the 
streets.
He will not break a bruised reed or 
quench a smoldering wick until he 
brings justice to victory.
And in his name the Gentiles will 
hope.”

12:17-21 (Isaiah 42:1-4)



Formula Quotations (cont.) 
With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 
that says:
“You will indeed listen, but never 

understand,
and you will indeed look, but

never perceive.
For this people’s heart has

grown dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,



Formula Quotation (cont.)
and they have shut their eyes;

so that they might not look
with their eyes,

and listen with their ears
and understand with their heart

and turn—
and I would heal them.”

13:14-16 (Isaiah 6:9-10)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
This was to fulfill, what had been 
spoken through the prophet:
“I will open my mouth to speak in 
parables;
I will proclaim what has been hidden 
from the foundation of the world.”

13:35 (Psalm 78:2)



Formula Quotations (cont.)
They took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying,
“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.”
21:4-5 (Isaiah 62:11; Zechariah 9:9)



Formula Quotation (cont.)
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of 
the one on whom a price had been set, on 
whom some of the people of Israel had set 
a price, and they gave them for the 
potter’s field, as the Lord commanded 
me.”

27:9-10 (Zechariah 11:13; Jeremiah 32:6-
15)



Conclusion
n The “formula” quotations show that 

the events of Jesus’ ministry fulfill 
Israel’s holy writings. 

n In so doing, they fulfill prophecy and 
thus conform to the will of God. 



Jewish Rituals Not Explained 
as in Mark
Compare Matthew 15:1-3 with Mark 7:1-5
Mark adds: (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do 
not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, 
thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do 
not eat anything from the market unless they wash 
it; and there are also many other traditions that they 
observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) (7:3-4)



Matthew’s Relationship to 
Judaism
n First way: Christianity is not a new 

religion but a new constituency of 
Israel where the last become first. 
n The church is a messianic community 

which is the true heir of the OT.
n The church is a community after the 

exaltation of Jesus that is made up of the 
very “last,” the Gentiles.



Matthew’s Relationship to 
Judaism
n Second way: the disciples of the Messiah are to be 

taught not by Jewish scribes but by Christian 
teachers who follow their only Rabbi, Jesus. Thus, 
Jewish methods are given new meaning.
n Example: formula quotations (just read) fulfill 

the prophets.
n Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.
n His disciples are heirs to the prophecies and 

their promises.



Matthew—Authorship 

Traditional view—
n Matthew the tax collector, one of  the Twelve, 

wrote either the Gospel or a collection of the 
Lord’s sayings in Aramaic.

n Papias— “Matthew compiled the sayings in the 
Hebrew (Aramaic) language and everyone 
translated them as well as he could.”

Eusebius, HE, 3, 39. 16. *Adapted from R. Brown, 
Intro to the New Testament, 171-72



Authorship
n Matthew linked to writing in late 2nd

Century
n Matthew mentioned only twice (9:9; 

10:3); means “gift of God”
n Matthew in Greek is similar to the 

words for “disciple” and “learn.”
n End of day—don’t know why Gospel is 

attributed to Matthew.



Authorship
n Author detectable from the writing’s 

contents: A Greek-speaker, who knew 
Aramaic or Hebrew or both and was 
not an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry, 
drew on Mark and a collection of 
sayings of the Lord (Q), as well as on 
other available traditions, oral or 
written. Probably a Jewish Christian.



Matthew--Authorship

n Consensus view among Matthew scholars 
today: author unknown but was, perhaps, a 
Christian “scribe”—

13:52—And he said to them, “Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what 
is old.”



Matthew—Date 
n Date: after Temple’s destruction by Titus (70 

C.E.)
n Date: before Ignatius (110 C.E.)
n Probably, between 80-90 C.E. 

n If so, it is written 50-60 years after Jesus’ death. 
n If so, it is written 30 to 40 years after Paul’s first letter 

(1 Thessalonians)


