
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 19 
 
Bible verse of the Day: " The Lord will keep you from all harm...he will watch over 
your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. 
Psalm 121: 7-8	
 
Last week we studied the Second Level of God's Angels and learned about the 
Dominions, Virtues and Powers Angels. Today we will examine the Third level of those 
Angels, those who interact the most often with God's people.  
 
The Third Sphere of Angels includes Principalities and Archangels; however, most 
scholars include in this level all other angels, including the lesser "guardian" angels. 
	
	
A. Principalities  are also known as "Rulers", from the Latin, and "arch", in the Greek, 
meaning "chief" or "main".  
 
 1. The words Rulers or Principalities were used seven times by Paul in his letters. 
 This indicates an order of angels...both good and evil...involved in governing the 
 universe (Rom. 8:38; Eph. 1:21; 3:10; 6:12; Col. 1:16; 2:10, 15). 
  
 2. Convention wisdom suggests that these are the angels who guide and protect 
 nations, or groups of peoples, and institutions such as the Church.  But,  keep in  
 mind that the title, as Paul told us, also refer to EVIL/FALLEN  ANGELS of 
 this rank (i.e., Eph. 6: 12).  
	
 
QUESTION:  If Paul (and Peter as well) mentions these angels, BY TITLE, don't you 
wonder how they knew about them? And, wouldn't it make sense that the early 
Christians, reading their letters, would know WHO they were talking about when they 
used those titles? Nowhere in the Bible does it say how any of them knew about these 
beings. What do you think?  

	
 3. The Principalities preside over the lesser-level angels (i.e., guardian angels) 
 and charge them with fulfilling God's commands. 
 
  a. Their duty is also to carry out the orders given to them by the upper  
  sphere angels (i.e., Dominions, Virtues and Powers) 
	
  b. Some Principalities administer and some assist.  
	
 4. The Principalities are usually depicted wearing a crown and carrying a scepter.  
 
 5. It is also believed that they bequeath blessings to the material world by
 overseeing and protecting people.  
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 6. They are also said to be the "educators" and "guardians" WITHIN the earthly  
 realm.  
 
  a. Similar to humans, they mostly inhabit the physical world and, thus,  
  appreciate its beauty. Because of this, some believe they effect and inspire  
  people to work in art or science.  
 
 7. Their name suggests that Principalities also care for earthly principalities, such 
 as nations or cities.  

 
 
B.  Archangels. Although we don't know too much about the Principalities who are part 
of the Third Level of God's Army, we do know quite a bit about  Archangels. In fact, 
unlike angels of the other levels, we even know some of them by name! 
 
 1. "Archangel" is a word that occurs only two times in the Bible, both times in the 
 New Testament.  
 
  a. Archangel means "chief angel" (from the Greek, "arche") 
 
 2. Archangels deliver God’s most important messages to mankind, and Scripture 
 identifies three (3) by name — Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. 
 
 
C. The named Archangels: MICHAEL 
  
 1. In Hebrew, Michael means "one who is like God" (notice the name  ends 
 in "el", which means "God", as in "Elohim". 
 
 2. Michael will lead the army of good angels who will cast Satan and the 
 rebellious angels into hell at the end of the world. 
 
 3. At the end of times, he will also wield the sword of justice and separate the  
 righteous from the evil (READ: Rev 12:7-9).  
 
	  a.  From this passage, it is clear that Michael is a fierce warrior who   
  stands up to the devil and, for this reason, he is ALWAYS depicted with  
  sword in hand and wearing full body armor.  
 
 4.  There are several places in the Bible where Michael is mentioned, by name.   
   
  a. READ: Jude 9   
 
  b. READ: Daniel 10:13. Here, Michael is identified not only by name,  
  but by title (i.e., "chief prince")  
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    1. It should be noted, however, that the title of "chief prince", is not  
   exclusive to Michael, since Daniel calls him "one of the chief   
   princes" (emphasis mine). 
 
  c. It is also important to remind ourselves that, although Michael as well  
  as some other angels in scripture enjoy a prominent role, that their status  
  is always subservient to the Lord Jesus Christ. (READ: Hebrews 1: 13 and  
  Rev. 22: 8–9) 
   
 5. READ: Daniel 10:21. This passage indicates that there was a very personal 
 relationship between Daniel and Michael the Archangel since Michael is referred 
 to as "your prince". 
 
 6.  READ: Daniel 12:1. Finally, one of Michael's functions is identified as "the 
 prince who protects". 
   
  a.  Once again, we see how depicting him with sword, shield and armor is  
  VERY appropriate! 
 
  b. 4. It should also be noted that the title "princes" are also used as   
  demonic titles. READ: Matt. 9: 34. 
 

  
D. The named Archangels: GABRIEL 
 
 1. Gabriel's name means "strength of God". Like Michael, notice that his name 
 ends with "el", which means "God". 
 
 2. It was a blessing given to Gabriel by God to be able to announce to Mary that 
 she had been chosen as the mother of the Savior (READ: Luke 1: 26-38).  
 
 3. It was also Gabriel who announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias. 
 READ: Luke 1: 11-20. 
 
 4. But Gabriel is not just a messenger...it was Gabriel who interpreted Daniel's 
 vision. READ: Daniel 8: 15-16. 
 
 5. READ: Daniel 9: 21. Here, Daniel tells us that angels, in particular Gabriel, fly! 
 
     
 
 
 
Next week, we will continue with our study of the Archangels. 
 


