
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 18 
 
Bible verse of the Day: "...there	is	rejoicing	in	the	presence	of	the	angels	of	God	over	one	
sinner	who	repents."	Luke	15:	10	
 
Last week we concluded our study of the 1st Sphere (Level) of Angels...the highest 
Level or "Generals" of God's army. Today, we examine those angels that are considered 
part of the 2nd Level of angels in God's army. 
 
THE CAVEAT: Although the Bible tells us quite a bit about the First Level of Angels 
(Seraphim, Cherubim and Ophanim), Archangels and lower-level angels, the only 
actual biblical truths we know about the Second Level of Angels, which we will study 
today, is that their RANK/TITLES are mentioned in the New Testament letters.  
them. 
 
INSERT ADDENDUMS #1 & #2 HERE 
 
The Second Sphere of Angels includes Dominions (or Lordships, in Greek), Virtues (or 
Strongholds) and Powers. These are similar to Commanding Officers in an army, such 
as Lieutenants, Captains and Majors. 
 
 
A. Dominions ("Lordships" in Greek) are mentioned at least twice, specifically, in the 
Bible. READ: Eph. 1: 21 and Col. 1: 16, in some translations. 
 
 1. Dominions are said to have several major functions: 
 
  a. They manage the lower angels and help them to be organized and  
  perform their duties well.  
 
  b. The Dominions also preside over nations. 
   
  c. Their name, alone, emphasizes the dignity and authority of these   
  angels in God’s use of them in government. 
   
 2. They are known for carrying out God's justice in unjust situations, while at the 
 same time seeing that God's mercy is showered on the just who have to put up 
 with corrupt or sinful governments.  
 
  a. A good example is the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. Although the  
  complete destruction of these cities  seems harsh, remember that they also  
  saved Lot and his family, faithful people of God, and helped them to  
  escape the carnage.  
  b. So, it can be said that Dominions do what is necessary in difficult  
  situations (i.e., what is just from God's perspective), even though   
  as humans we may not understand how God behaves. 
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 3. As part of this overseeing of nations, it is theorized that they answer the  
 prayers of world leaders and heads of industry when these people pray for 
 wisdom and guidance 
 
 4. It is only in rare situations (as in Sodom and Gomorrah) that these Angels 
 make themselves physically known to humans.  
 
 5. It has been suggested that they help keep the physical/universe world in 
 proper working order and that they receive their instructions from the 
 Cherubim. 
 
 6. Folklore says that Dominions look like divinely beautiful humans with a pair 
 of feathered wings, exactly how we might picture Angels.  
 
 7. Their symbols are the sword and scepter, which indicate their lordship over all 
 created things. Thus, they are depicted as carrying orbs of light fastened to the 
 heads of their scepters or on the knob of their swords. 
 
 

B. Virtues  

 1.  Their name originally suggested strength.   

  a. The title means "might", from the Greek word "dynamis", as in the  
  English word  dynamite or dynamo.  

  b. Dionysius, the Areopagite, said of them in his "De Coelesti Hierarchia": 
 
   "The name of the holy Virtues signifies a certain powerful and  
   unshakable virility welling forth into all their Godlike energies; not  
   being weak and feeble for any reception of the divine Illuminations  
   granted to it; mounting upwards in fullness of power to an   
   assimilation with God; never falling away from the Divine Life  
   through its own weakness, but ascending unwaveringly to the  
   superessential Virtue which is the Source of virtue: fashioning  
   itself, as far as it may, in virtue; perfectly turned towards the Source 
   of virtue, and flowing forth providentially to those below it,   
   abundantly filling them with virtue." (In other words...they are  
   strong! 
 
 2. Virtues have several functions: 

  a.  Their primary duty is to supervise the movements of the heavenly  
  bodies to ensure that the cosmos remains in order. 

b. Because of their control over all things related to the cosmos, these  
 angels are also thought to be those through which signs and  miracles 
 happen in the world. READ: Acts 5:19 and Acts27:23-25 
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C. Powers (in Greek, "exousies", which also means Authorities). 
 
 1. A WORD OF CAUTION: Similar to Dominion Angels, Powers Angels can 
refer to GOOD ANGELS OR FALLEN ANGELS and their name, alone, underscores the 
fact that these angels and  demons have greater power than humans. 
   
  a. READ: Isaiah 24:21 
 
 2. Their name, "Power", comes from the belief that they oversee the distribution 
 of power among humans. 
 
  a.  It may be that (good!) Powers confront and fight against evil forces and 
  evil spirits which are contrary to God’s plan(s).  

   1. You might think of them as the SUPERHEROS of God's Army.  
   Thus, they are considered to be fierce WARRIOR angels. 

  b. These GOOD Powers oppose EVIL Powers, especially those who   
  use the matter in the universe to do evil.  
 
   1. It is not surprising, therefore, that these may very well be   
   the two angelic forces which are engaged in the most    
   fierce battles and WARFARE in the heavenly realms! 
 
  c. The good Powers are sometimes depicted as the ones who cast   
  the evil spirits to the dungeon or pit. 
 
  d. In art, Powers are usually represented as soldiers wearing full   
  body armor and helmets, and carrying defensive and offensive   
  weapons such as shields and spears or chains.  
 
 3. It is also believed that good Powers collaborate both in power and authority 
 with the Principalities (or Rulers), which we will talk about next week.  
 
 4. Paul mentions them several times as well as Peter. (IDENTIFY IF PAUL IS 
 REFERRING TO GOOD OR EVIL ANGELS IN EACH OF THESE 
 SCRIPTURES): 

  a. READ: Eph. 1:21, Eph. 6:12, Roman 8:38, Col. 1:16, Col. 2: 10, Col. 2:15,  
  1Peter 3:22 and 2Peter 2:11 

  b. Powers are presented as the celestial Choir in Thomas Aquinas'   
  "Summa Theologica".  

 5. Folklore says they may be the keepers of history  
 
 
Next week, we will continue discussing these fantastic Second Level Angels. 


