
                                                21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS   
   

CLASS 5… 

"Men stumble over the truth from time to time, but most pick themselves up and hurry 
off as if nothing happened." Winston Churchill 
 
 
Last week, we talked about Logic and what makes a logical argument VALID and we 
left off with the idea that Truth and Reality need to be aligned/connected/related in 
order for any statement to make sense. 
 
In other words:  The fact that you believe it, doesn't make it the TRUTH! 
 
We left off asking the question, Is Truth Important? Let's think about this… 
 
Question: Is TRUTH Important? In other words, "Does truth matter?" Why does it 
matter? Give some examples of situations in which we expect/demand the TRUTH. 
 
A.  Of course people ALWAYS EXPECT THE TRUTH when it comes to areas like the 
law, medicine, road signs, etc.; but what about matters of FAITH and RELGION and 
SCIENCE?  
 
 1. These areas are often the ones where there seem to be MANY contradictory 
 statements; yet these are the areas that demand the greatest TRUTH!  
 
Question: Why is it more important to know the origin of our species or if there is an 
afterlife or does God exist than to know if our electric bill is correct? 
 
Question: Why is it that people rarely question statements made by their doctors or 
their banks or by the electric company?  
 
B.  The answer lies in that area between REALITY and TRUTH…the area we call 
BELIEF. 
 
 1.  Remember that BELIEFS are tainted by our world views, prejudices, 
 upbringing, education, etc. 
 
 
Question: So, when or why do people question the truth?  
 
 
 2.  For example, what if I say, "My house is the biggest house in Corrales." 
 
 
Question: Because I said, "My house is the biggest house in Corrales", is that the 
TRUTH? Can we determine what is the TRUTH about this statement?  In other words, 
can we determine the actual REALITY of the statement? How?  



 2 

 
Question: Now, YOU make some statements that are TRUE.  
 
 
C.  So, we can all agree that, in order to PROVE something is true, we need EVIDENCE. 
But…to develop a VALID EXPLANATION (or TRUE CONCLUSION), we also need 
logical reasoning. 
 
 
Here is an example of how this might look: 
 
 
Claim (What do you know?) 

    + 
Evidence (How do you know that?)        =    EXPLANATION 

    +       
Reasoning (Why does your evidence 

   support your claim?) 
 
D.  One of the problems in today's popular culture is the idea of RELATIVISM 
 
 1.  Relativism is a doctrine that says that, although knowledge, truth and 
 morality exist, they exist ONLY in relation to a culture, society or historical 
 context; but they are NOT ABSOLUTE (i.e., they are changing). In other words, 
 many people today  believe that knowledge, truth and morality are all 
 RELATIVE. 
 
 
Question: Do YOU believe that truth is ABSOLUTE or REALTIVE? 
 
 
E.  Well, let's think about this. For the moment, let's assume that TRUTH IS ABSOLUTE. 
That is, something that is true is true for ALL persons, in ALL times and in ALL places. 
Why?  
 
 1. Because TRUTH is more than our personal belief and more than our subjective 
 experience. 
 
 2.  Truth is true…EVEN IF NO ONE KNOWS IT 
 
 3.  Truth is true…EVEN IF NO ONE ADMITS IT 
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 4.  Truth is true…EVEN IF NO ONE AGREES WHAT IT IS 
 
 5.  Truth is true…EVEN IF NO ONE FOLLOWS IT OR GRASPS IT  
  
 
F.  So…even if a group of people don't know that 2 + 2 = 4 and even if they know it, but 
won't admit it, and even if they don't agree with each other about it, and even if they 
don't grasp it, 2 + 2 = 4!  PERIOD! 
 
G.  Also…you can BELIEVE something to be true; but you cannot MAKE something 
true! (Example: it feels like 100° outside!)  WHY? Because truth always corresponds to 
REALITY! 
 
H.  Further, as we've noted in earlier classes, TRUTH is something that is 
DISCOVERED. 
  
 1.  For example: Newton DISCOVERED the Law of Gravity. And, as he was 
 discovering this law, the fact that he figured it out, didn't make the law of 
 gravity any different the day before he figured out the Law of Gravity! 
 
 2.  The TRUTH of Gravity was ALWAYS THERE. It was just that Newton 
 discovered it by observation and reasoning. 
 
Question: Given this example, why is it that the discovery of the truth is so 
DIFFICULT? Doesn't it seem like something that would make common sense?  
 
I.  There is another reason why facing the truth is so difficult: Because it sometimes feels 
ARROGANT and NARROW to claim a truth. 
 
 1.  For example, if we say that Christianity and the Bible are true, then we 
 AUTOMATICALLY disprove other religions and claim that they are FALSE, 
 where they differ from the Bible. 
 
 2.  This, then, subjects us to the question, "What makes YOU think YOU own the 
 truth?" 
 
Question: How many of you have felt a little bit arrogant or maybe even RELUCTANT 
to make the statements about God or Truth or Christianity because you'd actually have 
to defend your statements (or worse!) get into an argument about it?  
 
J.  Before we go any further, and in light of this question, it would serve us well to stop 
here and talk about TRUTH vs. TOLERANCE. 
 
 1. Tolerance demands an acceptance of ALL beliefs as equal and true; but  REAL 
 tolerance is actually being able to put up with what you believe to be false! 
 
  a.  Example: if somebody is sincerely wrong, you respect the person by  
  pointing out what is wrong…that is being tolerant. But, to chop   
  somebody's head off because they have a different belief that you, is 
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  INTOLERANT.  (Remember 1 Peter: 3:15?) 
  
  b.  In other words, we don't tolerate what is wrong; we tolerate other  
  PEOPLE who have false beliefs.  
 
Next week, we'll continue our discussion on Truth and examine in detail why MANY 
TRUTHS are (logically) not possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


