
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 5 

Bible verse of the Day: "And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back, but they were defeated." 
Rev. 12:7-8 

Last week, we ended with a study of how Satan and his angels think & behave. Today, 
we will continue with this fascinating topic. 

 

READ: Eph. 6:10-12. The Apostle Paul delivered a stern warning to the Ephesians and 
to us. 

QUESTION: What is the "warning" of Paul?  

QUESTION: Since we are fighting an INVISIBLE enemy, do you think it would be 
helpful to know how they think and behave so that we can recognize them when we 
see/feel their attacks?  

 

Let's begin by outlining some of the Enemy's behavior and thought patterns: 

A. Evil Beings have a "personality". Why is this important to be aware of? 

  1. Someone or something that exhibits a distinct pattern of thinking, feeling 
 and behaving can be said to have a "PERSONALITY".  

  a.	Without	getting	into	another	whole	study,	it	can	be	briefly	summarized		
	 	 that	BAD	angels:	

	 	 	 1.		THINK...that	is,	possess	intelligence	.	READ:	Gen.	3:1-5,	Matt.	8:29,		
	 	 	 2Cor.11:3	and	Eph.	6:11	

	 	 	 2.	They	exhibit	definite	emotions.	READ:	James	2:19,	Rev.	12:17	and	

	 	 	 3.	They	possess	a	will.	READ:	2Tim.	2:26,	Jude	6.	

  b. The fallen angels are even described by actions of personality like lying  
  and sinning. READ: John 8:44, 1 John 3:8-10.  

 

B. The intelligence aspect of the Devil means that he is well organized and systematic in 
his assault on anything and everything God loves.  

 1. Aided by a hierarchy of demons under his control, indicators of his activities 
 (i.e., lust of the flesh, pride, etc. are clearly evident in every society and every 
 culture in the world:  
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  a. Some examples of his activities include:  blatant consumerism and  
  materialism, especially that of the minority population which can least  
  afford it and destructive and oppressive political and religious regimes  
  that seem at times to dominate the world 

  b.  READ: 1John 2:16, where the Apostle John underscores these attacks  
  that come directly from the Devil. 

 

B. Because God created them as angelic beings, Satan and his angels have supernatural 
powers, as well as extraordinary intelligence, which they use against all humanity.  

 1. READ: Romans 7:15-24 

	 	 a.	No wonder we find it so difficult (and for some people, impossible!) to  
  get over our sinful addictions. The enemy has even infected our very  
  bodies and minds.  
 
 
 
C. READ: Daniel 10:20-21. When considering how demons behave, the Book of Daniel 
provides us with an excellent example of how they fight to increase and maintain their 
influence and control, including control over worldly nations where they exert a lot of 
power. 
  
 1. Satan's goal is to keep these nations and its peoples from having or gaining 
 knowledge of God's truth and Word and especially to hinder them from 
 obtaining salvation. 
 
 2. READ: Rev. 20: 1-3. Here, Satan is depicted as a deceiver of nations.  
 
  a. The Greek word for deceive is "planaho", which means to "cause to  
  roam from safety, truth or virtue, go astray, seduce, wander, and to be out  
  of the way." 
 
     b. The way Satan deceives nations, is to cause its people to lack   
  discernment, that is to blind them to the invisible forces of evil that are  
  influencing their governmental leaders by effecting their political, social,  
  religious and other programs. 
 
 
 
 
     The devil controls the kingdoms of the world and we are not to underestimate his 
influence and power, nor believe that this is the will of God.  God is telling us to "stand" 
against these evil forces by equipping ourselves with the power of God, and looking 
unto Christ as our example.  
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***An interesting aside: The Scriptures clearly indicate two groups of fallen angels, one 
consisting of those who have freedom to carry out Satan’s plans, and the other who are 
CONFINED.  
	
 1. READ: 2Peter 2:4 & Jude 6. Some fallen angels, like those mentioned in these 
 scriptures, are confined in Hell until Judgment  Day. 

  a. READ: Luke 8:30-31 & Rev. 9:1-2.  This place of confinement is referred  
  to in scripture as "the Abyss". 

  b. READ: Rev. 9: 3-11.   

   1. Unlike the reading in Luke, SOME of the fallen angels who are in 
   he Abyss are able to leave it. This reading suggests that, although  
   some fallen angels are consigned to the Abyss until the final   
   judgment, others will be released in order to wreak havoc on the  
   earth. 

   2. They are referred to as "locusts" and they have a "king" who rules 
   over them. His name is Abaddon (Apollyon, in Greek). 

 

Next week, we will begin our study of the Enemy's COMMON STRATEGIES. Later, we 
will also examine his most Extraordinary and devious strategies.  

 


