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Hard Sayings of Jesus 
Montgomery Church, Summer 2016 

 

First Will Be Last; and the Last, First 
 
 
 

23 And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
25 When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, “Then who 
can be saved?” 26 And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
 
27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what 
then will there be for us?” 28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you 
who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His 
glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, 
and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last; and the last, first. 
Matthew 19:30 NASB. 
 

 

 Another example of Jesus words that are contrary to typical thoughts and 
ways of humanity 

 Disciples may have been surprised at His statement because the Jews, at that 
time, believed that the material wealthy had gained special favor from God.  
Do we sometimes have this attitude? 

 Blessings from God translated to many views the disciples had regarding 
health and wealth.  Jesus was showing them that every believer receives the 
same favor from God. 

 The apostle Peter pointed out that they had left everything to follow Him and 
wanted to know “What then will there be for us?” and maybe “Have we given 
enough?” 
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 We learn that all of Jesus Christ’s disciples will receive the Lord’s maximum 
blessings!  Note that Jesus seems to be speaking of earthly blessings and 
eternal, heavenly rewards.   

 Note that Matthew 19:30 and Mark 10:31 are excellent examples of how the 
same stories and phrases are used yet different eyes are seeing and giving 
slightly different accounts. 

 
Discussion:  Does the first/last statement have something to do with those who 
were taught the Gospel (Israelites were taught first, Gentiles later)? 

Discussion:  Does this statement have something to do with a person’s position in 
this world (leaving worldly things behind will be rewarded)? 
 
Discussion:  Does this statement have something to do with putting the needs of 
others before our own?  See Matthew 20:26-28 and Mark 9:35. 
 
Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard 
 
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 When he had agreed with the laborers for a 
denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the 
third hour and saw others standing idle in the market place; 4 and to those he said, 
‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ And so they 
went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did the same 
thing. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing 
around; and he *said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day 
long?’ 7 They *said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He *said to them, ‘You go 
into the vineyard too.’ 
 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard *said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last group to the first.’ 
9 When those hired about the eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius. 
10 When those hired first came, they thought that they would receive more; but 
each of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they grumbled at 
the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of 
the day.’ 13 But he answered and said to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go, but 
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I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?’ 
16 So the last shall be first, and the first last.”  Matthew 20:1-16 NASB. 
 
 

 We see that many who were the first to follow will receive the same payment 
or reward as those who were the last to become Christ’s followers. 

 Consider the thief on the cross who will receive the same reward as those who 
have labored for the Lord their entire life. 
 

 

23 And Jesus, looking around, *said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed at His 
words. But Jesus *answered again and *said to them, “Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were even more 
astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Looking at them, Jesus 
*said, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible 
with God.” 
 
28 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” 
29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s 
sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with 
persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be 
last, and the last, first.”  Mark 10:23-31 NASB. 
 

 
How are persecutions blessings (Mark 10:30)?   

 See Matthew 5:10-11.  Again, this is not what we expect and not the reason 
many people come to Christ, but the trails will accompany great blessings.  
Our willingness to endure persecution confirms our faith in Him and our 
trust in God’s promise of reward. 

 See Matthew 20:20-28.  Greatness is defined.  Jesus refers to the lowest 
roles in Jewish culture (servant and slave) and calls his disciples to take 
those roles.  While this sounds like a great and beautiful idea, the reality is 
apparent as we try to live it out.  Humans, even Christians, are usually 
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naturally selfish and want to be served.  As we resolve to serve others in 
the way Jesus describes, we discover that we easily come up short.  Jesus 
did this perfectly.  It is His work with which we are dependent upon and 
Jesus is the very one who empowers us to imitate Him. 

 See Mark 9:30-37.  None of them understood what Jesus was sent to do 
and they could not admit this.  Jesus introduces the paradox which was 
completely different to what they understood and wanted, completely 
adverse to their culture and understanding of blessing.  He challenges them 
with a basic lesson about child-like humility by setting a child among them.   

 See Luke 13:22-35.  Is there difficulty in believing these words from Jesus?  
What can we understand from Jesus in these passages?  How do we 
implement or practice these directives?  Our reward depends only on God, 
and He gives Heaven (the denarius) as a reward to each person who 
believes in Jesus Christ and Him as our Savior and the Author and Perfecter 
of our faith. 

 
 

Class Schedule 

May 15 Introduction  Bob  

May 22 Jesus Speaking in Parables Mark 4:11-12 Bob 

May 29 Love your Enemies Matt 5:43-45 Bob 

June 5 Creation of Satan Colossians 1:16, John 1:3, Psalm 24:1 Bob 

June 12 Blessed are the Poor in Spirit Matt 5:3 Bob 

June 19 Unforgivable Sin Matt 12:31-32, Mark 3:28-29, Luke 12:10 Anita 

June 26 Rebellion and Sin, Part 1 Luke 10:18 Bob 

July 3 Rebellion and Sin, Part I2 Luke 10:18 Bob 

July 10 Says to This Mountain, Part 1 Mark 11:23, Luke 17:6, Matt 17:20 Bob 

July 17 Says to This Mountain, Part 2 Mark 11:23, Luke 17:6, Matt 17:20 Bob 

July 24 Worshipping in Spirit & Truth John 4:23-24 Bob 

July 31 Whoever has no Sword Luke 22:36, Matt 10:34 Bob 

Aug 7 Sent to Lost Sheep of Israel Matthew 15:24 Bob 

Aug 14 Take Up Their Cross Mark 8:34 Anita 

Aug 21 First Will Be Last and the Last, First Mark 10:29-31, Matt 19:30, Matt 20:1-16 Bob 

Aug 28 Not Worry About Tomorrow  Matt 6:31-34 Bob 

Sept 4 Many Called, Few Chosen Matt 22:14 Bob 

 
 


