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21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS, PART 2       Class 10… 
 
“When we learn to read the story of Jesus and see it as the story of the love of God, 
doing for us what we could not do for ourselves--that insight produces, again and 
again, a sense of astonished gratitude which is very near the heart of authentic Christian 
experience.” ― N.T. Wright (Christian author) 
 
 
In the last class, we completed our study of the Documentary Evidence. Adding this to 
our study of Eyewitness Testimony, we continue along our goal of PROVING that Jesus 
is the Messiah by considering the third type of evidence, CORROBORATING 
EVIDENCE. 
 
DEFINITION:  Corroborating Evidence, when considered in a Court of Law, refers to 
any evidence which strengthens, adds to or confirms already existing evidence.  
 
This corroborating evidence is usually present when MORE THAN ONE PERSON tells 
the same story, and that the story is identical or VERY similar so that neither one 
disputes or refutes the other's testimony. 
 
 
QUESTION:  Do you think we need corroborative evidence regarding Jesus?  
 
 
 
A.   For our study, then, we will seek to find evidence, including OUTSIDE OF THE 
GOSPELS, for proof that Jesus EXISTED and did what the Gospel writers said he  did. 
 
 1.  We will, in fact, present evidence that ancient historians CONFIRMED the NT 
 gospels about the life, teachings and miracles of Jesus.   
 
   
B.  Some believe that corroborative evidence for the Jesus stories is even more critical 
since even members of His OWN FAMILY did not believe He was the Messiah prior to 
His death. Some are surprised by this fact. Why? 
 
 1.  Mary KNEW she was MIRACULOUSLY IMPREGNATED 
 
 2.  Mary witnessed the SHEPHER DS, MAGI and ANGELS worshipping   
 her first-born son 
 
 3.  Mary was DIRECTLY told by Jesus in the Temple, when he was only 12  
 years old, that he was in his "father's house" 
 
 4.  Mary was the one who TOLD Jesus to change water into wine at the   
 Wedding in Cana (she KNEW he could perform miracles before anyone else 
 knew.) 
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 5.  Even Jesus' BROTHERS refer to the "miracles" that they have seen   
 (READ: John 7: 3); however, some think they may have been   
 EMBARRASED by His outrageous claims and growing unpopularity and/or 
 they may have been TERRIFIED that he would be killed. 
 
  a.  READ: Luke 4: 16 – 30; John 1: 43 - 46 
 
  b. On at least one occasion, his family tried to drag Him back home, telling 
  other people that He was out of His mind (READ: Mark 3:21). 
 
 
C.  In addition to Jesus' family, many OTHERS were frustrated with him 
 
 1.  READ: John 10: 14 - 42 
 
  a. They felt he was talking in riddles or complicated ideas (v. 24)  
 
  b.  They considered him a BLASPHEMER when he claimed to be the  
  Son of God (v. 31 - 33) 
 
 2.  They felt he was insulting them, humiliating them in public and  
 disrespecting the PRIESTS 
 
  a.   READ: Matt. 23: 13 – 36. OUCH!! And…remember, in Matt 23: 1 it says 
  he was talking to a "crowd"…he said all this in the middle of a huge  
  group! 
 
  b.  READ: Matt 15:10 – 14.  Again, Jesus is saying this to a CROWD! 
 
  c.  There are many other examples of the animosity between Jesus and the  
  Priest, but they are too numerous to mention here 
 
 3.  Even some of Jesus' own DISCIPLES and NEIGHBORS had a hard time 
 standing by him… 
 
  a.  READ: John 6: 41 – 42 
 
  b.  READ: Luke 22: 47 – 48 
 
  c.  READ: John 6: 53 – 60 & 66 
 
 
D.  So, did ANY ONE believe Jesus was the Messiah while he was still ALIVE? 
 

1.  READ: John 3: 1 – 2; John 4: 28 – 30; John 6: 67 – 69; Matt 16: 13 – 16;  
and John 11: 17 – 27 
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E. What happened after Jesus' death and resurrection? Was there a change/shift toward 
the belief in Jesus as the Messiah? 
 
 1.  READ: John 2: 18 – 22 
  
 2.  the Book of Acts 
 
 
Next week, we will continue with our study of the Corroborative Evidence; however, 
we will focus on testimony OTHER than that found in the Bible. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


