
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 11 

Bible verse of the Day: "See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the 
way...Pay attention to him and listen to what he says...since my name is in him." Exodus 
23: 20-21 

 

Last week we studied how evil and good angels were organized. We left off with an 
outline that identified the three levels of Good Angels. We will conduct an exhaustive 
study of each level that will last for several weeks, beginning today with the FIRST 
SPHERE ANGELS: 

 
As we noted last week, there are THREE (3) MAJOR First Sphere Angels mentioned in 
the Bible: Seraphim, Cherubim, and the lesser known or discussed Ophanim (e.g., the 
living WHEELS that Ezekiel talked about).  

 

Let's begin by discussing the HIGHEST RANKING OF THE FIRST LEVEL ANGELS 

 

I.  SERAPHIM (This is the PLURAL...Singular is Seraph) 

 

 
 

A.  In Jewish folklore, and some later Christian works, the Seraphim are said to be the 
highest rank of angel. This is probably because of their very close proximity to God. 

 1.  Like Cherubim and Ophanim, these are the Generals in God's army. 
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B. Their "position", or where they are typically engaged, is flying above God's throne 
unlike the Cherubim who are beside/around it.  

 1. READ: Isaiah 6:1–4.  

  a. Thus, Their primary duty seems to be to constantly glorify and praise  
  God and they may also be the personal 'attendant' angels of God.  

  b. Their eternal song "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole  
  earth is full of his glory." has been used by Jews and Christians for   
  thousands of years to join with the angels in praising God.  

   1. In Hebrew, to use the same word three times to describe   
   something (a formula known as "The Trisagion") means that the  
   person/object is utterly like the word. So calling God Holy three  
   times means that God is utterly and perfectly holy. 

 

C.  So, Let's learn a little more about this adoring creature: The Hebrew word seraphim is 
not really a name but rather what might be considered a genus, not unlike the 
word Elohim, the genus God. 	

	

D. The word Seraphim actually means “burning ones”.  Why? Because the Hebrew 
root-verb ("sarap") means to burn, and this always in a LITERAL sense as in consuming 
or destructive burning (e.g., of a house, as in Judges 12:1 or a city, etc.).  

 1. In the rare cases that this verb is used in a "sacrificial" way, it still deals with 
 destruction rather than with sacrifice (e.g., the remains of a sacrificed bull, 
 (READ: Exodus 29:14.)  

 2. It also denotes a type of "purification" by fire.  

  a. Notice, for example, how a Seraph is the agent for burning the sin from  
  the lips of the prophet, Isaiah with a coal off the altar, but not with his  
  own power or person (READ: Isaiah 6: 6-7). 

 

E. Interestingly, The Hebrew masculine noun ("sarap") denotes a fiery serpent and is 
used five times in the Bible: (READ: Numbers 21:6 and 21:8, Deuteronomy 8:15, Isaiah 
14:29 and 30:6). 

 1. Even MORE interesting, the exact same word is used in Isaiah 6:2 (READ) to 
 describe as Seraphim as burning serpents!  

 2. One may question how a word that means serpent came to be derived from a 
 verb that means to burn. While this isn't quite clear, in researching this, I found 
 that the BDB Theological Dictionary proposes that it is related to  
 the burning effect of a snake's poison. To me, that seemed a bit far-fetched.  
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 3. Others believe that it's because of the sometimes fiery patterns on a snake's 
 skin or even that its long slithery body might resemble a flame.  

 4. Nonetheless, whatever the true derivation of the word, Seraphim, vipers in the 
 Bible are often associated with fire, and fire is associated with revelation and 
 light.  

  a. In fact, vipers in Scripture show up in stories that are metaphors for  
  people struggling with temptations and faulty convictions (i.e., believing  
  the wrong things).  

  b. For example, Paul notes in 2Cor 11:14 (READ) that the devil may   
 resemble an angel of light (fire!) 

 

Next week, we will continue with our study of these amazing angels. 

	

	


