
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 16 

Bible verse of the Day: And Ezra said, "You alone are the Lord. You made the heavens, 
even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas 
and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven 
worship you." Nehemiah 9:6 

 

When we left off last week, I hinted at the fact that perhaps the ancient people who 
lived before the time and visions of Ezekiel, may have known about Ophanim. 

 

A. I believe that, once we get the words right and stop substituting the word "wheel" for 
Oraphim Angels, what we are left with is an awesome picture of these magnificent 
spiritual beings.  

 1. If you ask most people, including Christians, if they know about the existence 
 of Ophanim, you are likely to get a blank stare. And, even the prophet Daniel's 
 words seem to have been mistranslated. 

   a. READ: Daniel 7:9: "As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the  
  Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair  
  of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its  
  wheels  Ophanim were all ablaze." (emphasis mine) 

   1. First, notice the word "thrones". This is the name of a Level 2 type 
   of Angel, which we will study in a later class! And, Daniel says  
   they were "set in place". In other words, they took their   
   places...preparing the "stage" for the Ancient of Days! This is   
   similar to how the attendants of a King or Queen would behave. 

   2. Next, notice (if you have a bible with those little reference letters  
   footnoting a word) that there is a little "z" after the word "wheel".  
   That is a reference to Ezekiel Chapters 1 and 10 where we   
   previously studied how the word "wheel" was really referring to  
   Ophanim angels. Therefore, the word used in the Book of Daniel is  
   the same as that used in Ezekiel. 

    a. As in Ezekiel, the word "wheel" was mistranslated. This  
    word "wheel" is actually a spinning wind, like a tornado or  
    dust devil or whirlwind...exactly what we talked about in  
    our previous class as a description of Ophanim angels.  

    b. Think how ridiculous it is to interpret this as God riding  
    around on a throne with WHEELS attached to it!  

    c. When interpreted correctly, it is clear that God is   
    surrounded by amazing spinning beings, covered with eyes.  
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   3. Barnes, too, in his commentary on Daniel 7:9, notes that:   
   "And his wheels as burning fire—The wheels of his throne—  
   for as in Ezekile 1:10, the throne on which Jehovah sat   
   appeared to be on wheels! Here, perhaps, they had only the   
   appearance of a flame since such frantically spinning wheels would  
   seem to flash flames. So, too, in Paradise Lost (Book 6, 749-757),  
   Milton  describes the chariot of the Son of God:  
   
   'And the third sacred Morn began to shine 
   Dawning through Heav'n: forth rush'd with whirl-wind sound 
   The Chariot of Paternal Deitie, 
   Flashing thick flames, Wheele within Wheele, undrawn, 
   It self instinct with Spirit, but convoyd 
   By four Cherubic shapes, four Faces each 
   Had wondrous, as with Starrs thir bodies all 
   And Wings were set with Eyes, with Eyes the wheels 
   Of Beril, and careering Fires between; 
   Over thir heads a chrystal Firmament' " 

 
    Translated into simple English: And on the third sacred   
   morning, just beginning to shine, the dawn coming through   
   from Heaven, came rushing forth a whirlwind sound...The   
   Chariot of the Son of God, flashing thick flames, and having   
   wheels within wheels, undrawn, filled with the Spirit, and   
   carried by four Cherubim, each with four faces who were   
   amazing as the stars...their bodies and wings covered with   
   eyes and with eyes the wheels of beryl and with fire even   
   in between. Over their heads there was a chrystal sky... 
 
   a. sound familiar???? 
 
 
 

And now, let's take a gutsy leap and turn to the Book of Enoch for more 
clues about the Ophanim. 
FIRST...an explanation by Teri Cross and a caveat:   

READ: I was torn about even referring to the Book of Enoch for this study about 
Spiritual Warfare, especially since that book is NOT included as part of the Christian 
Bible. Why is it NOT included, you might ask? Well, the most common answer given is 
that the Apostolic Fathers did not consider this work "inspired" by the Holy Spirit or 
written by Enoch, himself.  I must admit, though, that most biblical scholars agree with 
this decision and so we must defer to those more informed than we are. 

Still, as someone pointed out to me : We should treat the Book of Enoch (and other 
books like it) in the same manner we do the other writings of the Apostolic Fathers (e.g., 
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Ambrose): Some of what they say is true and correct, but at the same time, much of it is 
false and historically inaccurate. So, if you read these books, you have to treat them as 
"interesting" but possibly fallible historical documents...certainly not as the inspired, 
authoritative Word of God. 

I agree and I'm not willing or qualified to argue about this now. The reason, however, 
that I do include a few brief excepts of it here is only because in the Letter of Jude (the 
brother of Jesus Christ), Jude actually quotes the Book of Enoch! (READ: Jude v. 14).  

The Letter of Jude happens to be the only place in the entire New Testament that brings 
up the prophesy of Enoch, so it must have some merit to it. For this primary reason, and 
this alone, I believe it behooves us to find out a little bit more about Enoch and it also 
sort of gives me a bit of  "permission" to include a short study of it here. 

 

A.  Enoch was a contemporary of ADAM for 300 years.  We first hear about him in 
Genesis 5:18–24. (READ). So, we know this about Enoch:  

 1.  He was the son of Jared, the father of Methuselah and the great-grandfather of 
 Noah. 

 2. Genesis portrays him as a holy man who "walked with God".  

 3. He lived to be 365 years and then "he was no more".  

  a.  Many biblical scholars interpret this phrase, "he was no more" to mean  
  that he didn't actually die but was taken up into Heaven; however, that  
  same phrase is used twice in the Old Testament in Jeremiah 31:15 and Job 
  7:21 to clearly suggest death.  

  b. Given that, we can consider the question more seriously at another  
  time, but we are not here now to make a study of whether Enoch died or  
  didn't die.  

  c. Enoch claims to have seen Heaven, so what we do want to know,   
  is what Enoch said about Heaven when he visited it and especially what  
  he had to say about Ophanim. 

 

A "cliff hanger": Next week, we will find out exactly what Enoch had to say about these 
amazing angels! 

 

	


