
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 15 

Bible verse of the Day: (Jesus prayed) " 'Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from 
me; yet not my will but yours be done. Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and 
gave him strength." Luke 22: 42-43 

 

Today, we continue with the study we started last week of re-writing the Book of 
Ezekiel in order to better understand and know those magnificent angels called 
Ophanim: 

 

J. Ezekiel 10:7-9: "Then one of the cherubim reached out his hand to the fire that was 
among them. He took up some of it and put it into the hands of the man in linen, who 
took it and went out. (Under the wings of the cherubim could be seen what looked like 
the hands of a man.) I looked, and I saw beside that cherubim four wheels Ophanim, 
one beside each of the cherubim; the wheels Ophanim sparkled like chrysolite.  

 1. Here, we see the Ophanim are splitting up...one goes with one Cherub and 
 another goes with another Cherub. Inanimate wheels do not have the sense (a 
 brain!) to do this. 

 

K. Ezek 10:10: "As for their appearance, the four of them looked alike; each was like a 
wheel Ophan intersecting a wheel Ophan.  

 1. In other words, it appeared to Ezekiel as if one Ophan was in the middle, center 
 or among another Ophan! 

  a.  It is as if they spin around each other and, because they are also   
  revolving, they move in such a way that one Ophan is making a larger  
  circle around another Ophan who, at the same time, is making a smaller  
  circle. That I something I can't wait to see for myself! 

 

L. Ezekile 10:11: "As they moved, they would go in any one of the four directions the 
cherubim faced; the wheels Ophanim did not turn about as the cherubim went..." 
(emphasis mine) 

 1. Now, if you read this verse carefully, what it says is that, in this instance, the 
 Orphanim were not turning/revolving. 

  a.  Why is this important? Because this tells us that they do not have to  
  always spin...they only spin at times (maybe only when they want to or  
  need to), and when they walk they walk without rotating. Fascinating! 
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M.  Continuing on, Ezekiel 10:12: "Their entire bodies, including their backs, their 
hands and their wings were completely full of eyes, as were their four wheels." 
(emphasis mine) 

 1. Notice that Ezekiel reports here that the Ophanim have bodies, backs, wings; 
 and hands and they have eyes around their four WHEELS!  

  a.  Oddly, the translators correctly translated the word "wheel" here as well  
  as body parts, but in 1Kings, as we will see in a moment, they mistranslated 
  these words in an attempt to keep the "transportation theme" going.  

  b. Nonetheless, it's obvious that Ezekiel recognized the body parts as  
  being similar or the same as earthly people.  

  c. He does, however, make a point of noting that their torsos are   
  VERY long (i.e., they are very TALL!) 

  2. Notice, too, that the Cherubim also have hands and wings (Ezek 10:8), but 
 their hands are hidden, not visible like those of the Ophanim.  Similar to the 
 Ophanim, they also have many eyes (Ezek 10:12). 

 

N. Ezek 10:13: This should clear up any lingering doubts about whether or not not 
Ophanim are wheels or beings:  "I heard the wheels Ophanim being called "the whirling 
wheels"  (or...in other translations: "O! Whirlwind").  

 1. So, here Ezekiel actually hears Ophanim being hailed! Something was calling 
 "Hey whirlwinds!", to the Ophanim. 

 2. Why would anyone yell out to a wheel? 

O. Finally, Ezek. 10:14-22 summarizes how the Cherubim and Ophanim look and 
behave and also describes how God's glory leaves the Temple:  

  "Each of the cherubim had four faces. One face was that of a cherub, the 
 second the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an 
 eagle. Then the cherubim rose upward. These were the living creatures I had 
 seen by the Kabar River. When the cherubims moved, the wheels Ophanim 
 beside them moved; and when the cherubim spread their wings to rise from the 
 ground, the wheels Ophanim did not leave their side. When the cherubim stood 
 still, they also stood still; and when the cherubim rose, they rose with them, 
 because the spirit of the living creatures was in them.  

 Then the glory of the Lord  departed from over the threshold of the temple, and 
 stopped over the cherubims. While I watched, the cherubim spread their wings 
 and rose from the ground, and as they went, the wheels Ophanim went with 
 them.  They stopped at the entrance to the east gate of the Lord's house, and the 
 glory of the God of Israel was above them. These were the living creatures 
 (Cherubim) I had seen beneath the God of Israel by the Kebar River, and I 
 realized that they were cherubim (emphasis mine). Each had four faces and 
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 every one four wings, and under their wings was what looked like the hands of a 
 man. Their faces had the same appearance as those I had seen by the Kebar 
 River. Each one went straight ahead." 

  1. First, notice how many times in both Chapter 1 (which we examined  
  last week) and in Chapter 10 Ezekiel describes these heavenly hosts.  

   a. It's as if he can't stop talking about them and maybe at the same  
   time imprinting their appearance in his own mind so he won't  
   forget how they looked and acted. 

P. God leaving the Temple (Chapter 10), by the way, was a very sad time for the 
Israelites.   

 1. Here we see that it was actually the Cherubim and the Ophanim who lifted
 God up and left.  

  a. We notice, in this reading, that the Cherubim "spread their   
  wings" and fly! 

  b. We also notice that they are carrying God! ("the glory of the God   
  of Israel was above them.") 

 2. Ezekiel reiterates this disaster in Ezek 11:22-23: "Then the cherubim,   
 with the wheels Ophanim beside them, spread their wings, and the glory   
 of the God of Israel was above them. The glory of the Lord went up from   
 within the city and stopped above the mountain east of it." 

 

So, given what we just studied, it’s time to get images of flying wheels with eyes all 
over them out of our heads and reimage Ophanim.   

 

 

Next week, we'll consider how it might even be possible that the ancients...prior to the 
time of Ezekiel may have had knowledge of the Orphanim. 

 

 

 

	


