
21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS     

CLASS 1…Introduction 

"I can see how it might be possible for a man to look down upon the Earth and be an 
Atheist, but I cannot conceive how he could look up into the heavens as say there is no 
God." Abraham Lincoln 

Definition of Apologetics: From the Greek, meaning "to make a defense of a cause or of 
one's beliefs" (NOT apologize!). More recently, it has come to mean a "defense of the 
Christian faith" and, in the even more narrow sense, it means giving reasons for why 
Christianity is the TRUE religion. (1 Peter 3:15); however, we will deal with a much 
broader and more BASIC study…why try to convince someone that Christianity is true 
if they don't even believe in God? 

A. What we will study in this class: 

 1.  We will explore various BASIC questions (objections) about the notion of God, 
 that non-believers tend to ask/think and then discover what some of the answers 
 to these "objections" might be. 

 2.  You will, assuming you attend the classes, come away with the ability to 
 respond to questions and objections regarding your belief in God. 

 a.  This class will help you with some of those "nagging doubts" that you might 
 be having during times of weakness or spiritual stress. 

 3.  We will follow the advice of Peter the Apostle to "always be prepared to give 
 an answer to EVERYONE who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
 have." (1 Peter 3:15 emphasis mine) 

B.  Assumptions we are making before starting this class: 

 1.  A person either has to BELIEVE (have faith) in the statements we are about to 
 make OR…they have to be OPEN to the truth. 

 2.  In other words, we cannot hit people over the head with our Bibles! 

  a.  Re-read what Peter says in 3:15…what does this tell you/what jumps  
  out at you? 

 3.  We assume, as well, that the objections that people make about God/Truth, 
 etc. are based on INTELLECTUAL obstacles (Example: there are "many 
 truths")…NOT EMOTIONAL ones!  

Question: why do you suppose the objections made by atheists are mostly intellectual 
ones? 
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 4.  We also assume that in these modern times that intellectual objections of 
 atheists have become more common and more AGGRESSIVE. 

  a. the Bible warned they would (Read: 1Tim. 4:1; 2Tim 4:3; Jude 1:18-19) 

  b. the main culprit is the widespread belief that there are "many truths"  
  (and maybe even no such thing as "absolute truth"). 

   1. Just as a teaser to what to expect from this course, ask one of  
   these so-called "enlightened" ones this question:  "If there are  
   MANY TRUTHS, then do you believe that two     
   CONTRADICTORY things can be true at the same time?" 

Question: what are some examples of contradictory truths?  

  c. in addition to the idea that there are many truths as well as subjective  
  truths, there is also the popular belief that there is such a thing as   
  "subjective morality". 

Question: what do you think is meant by "subjective morality"?  

Question: why do you suppose there is even MORE opposition to the idea of God, 
truth, objective morality, etc. now than in past eras?  

 Here's some answers you might consider: 

 1.  Because it's "hip";  

 2.  because science is more accessible now to the commoner and has become the 
 "new god";  

 3.  because they think this type of reasoning in more "inclusive" and "fair" and 
 "equal" and "non-discriminatory", etc.  

 4.  because a laissez-faire attitude seems "kinder".  

 5.  Finally, because when you don't believe in God or Objective Morality, then 
 ANYTHING GOES because there are no consequences to your actions!  

 6.  Another point: liberals believe that "tolerance" is the greatest virtue; but they 
 don’t ever DEFINE tolerance!  

  a.  To them, it doesn't mean treating those with differing viewpoints with  
  respect and open-mindedness. No! It means acknowledging that THEIR  
  ideas are the only VALID ones! (e.g., global warming, gay marriage,  
  abortion)  
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  b.  BTW, the trap is that, if a Christian embraces THEIR ideas, it   
  means WE have to RENOUNCE our own beliefs! In other words…THEY  
  DON'T PRACTICE WHAT THEY PREACH! 

C.  So…what will we be covering in this course?  

 1.  What is Truth? Does it exist? 

 2.  Is the Universe Eternal or did it have a Cause (i.e., a Creator) 

 2.  Does God Exist? 

 3.  How do we prove these ideas SCIENTIFICALLY and OBJECTIVELY? 

D.  Most of our study will focus on defending our THEISTIC view (There is a God) and 
debunking the notion of ATHEISM: 

 The belief that there was once absolutely Nothing.  

 And that nothing happened to the Nothing  

 Until the Nothing magically exploded (for no reason), 

 Creating Everything and Everywhere.  

 Then, a bunch of the exploded Every thing magically rearranged itself (for no 
 reason whatsoever) 

 Into self-replicating bits which then turned into Dinosaurs. 

 

AND THEY MOCK YOUR BELIEFS!!! 
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