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Hard Sayings of Jesus 
Montgomery Church, Summer 2016 

 

Sent to Lost Sheep of the House of Israel 
 
 
 

24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.”  Matthew 15:24 NASB   
 

 
In the context of this week’s hard saying we see that Jesus was sent to minister 
to the very ones who would seek to murder him.  We also see that Jesus is 
merciful to a Gentile woman’s request. 

 
21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to 
cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
cruelly demon-possessed.” 23 But He did not answer her a word. And His 
disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she 
keeps shouting at us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and began to bow down 
before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 26 And He answered and said, “It is not 
good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 But she said, 
“Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their 
masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it 
shall be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once.  
Matthew 15:21-28 NASB.  
 

The twelve Jewish apostles were called, equipped, and then given specific 
instructions concerning gentiles for their very difficult apostolic mission. 

1Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness. 
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2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go in the way 
of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’  Matthew 10:17 NASB. 

 

Matthew 22:1-14.  The parable of the marriage feast is significant.  All the 
chosen are called to the wedding feast (salvation) but few have put on the 
wedding garment (Christ and his righteousness).   
 
Matthew highlights the gentile elements in Jesus’ background.  

 Matthew 1:3. Tamar was a local Canaanite who bore Judah two sons in 
Genesis 38.  God vindicated her 

 Matthew 1:5. Rahab was a woman in Jericho that God spared.  The story 
shows that the issue is not one’s ethnicity or culture, but whether one is 
willing to be on God’s side. 

 Matthew 1:5. Ruth was a Moabite.  They were not allowed to join Israel 
even to the tenth generation (Deut. 23:3) but Ruth accepted the God of 
Israel and became the immediate ancestor of King David.    

 
Matthew wants us to see that God’s plan was for all people all along.  There 
were hints of this in Jesus’ heritage and this theme develops throughout 
Matthew’s Gospel. 

 Matthew 2:11,12.  Magi from the east honor Jesus 

 Matthew 8:10. A centurion displays exceptional faith as does the 
Canaanite woman in our passage today. 

 Matthew 27:54. After His death Jesus’ gentile execution squad becomes 
the first to acknowledge Him as God’s son.  

 Matthew 28:18-20.  Matthew’s gospel ends with the directive from 
Jesus to begin the work of making disciples of all nations. 
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Related scriptures for discussion: 

 Romans 11:25-29 

 Exodus 22:21 

 Hebrews 11:13-16 

 Isaiah 53:5-7  
 

 

Class Schedule 

May 15 Introduction  Bob  

May 22 Jesus Speaking in Parables Mark 4:11-12 Bob 

May 29 Love your Enemies Matt 5:43-45 Bob 

June 5 Creation of Satan Colossians 1:16, John 1:3, Psalm 24:1 Bob 

June 12 Blessed are the Poor in Spirit Matt 5:3 Bob 

June 19 Unforgivable Sin Matt 12:31-32, Mark 3:28-29, Luke 12:10 Anita 

June 26 Rebellion and Sin, Part 1 Luke 10:18 Bob 

July 3 Rebellion and Sin, Part I2 Luke 10:18 Bob 

July 10 Says to This Mountain, Part 1 Mark 11:23, Luke 17:6, Matt 17:20 Bob 

July 17 Says to This Mountain, Part 2 Mark 11:23, Luke 17:6, Matt 17:20 Bob 

July 24 Worshipping in Spirit & Truth John 4:23-24 Bob 

July 31 Whoever has no Sword Luke 22:36, Matt 10:34 Bob 

Aug 7 Sent to Lost Sheep of Israel Matthew 15:24 Bob 

Aug 14 Take up My Cross Mark 8:34 Anita 

Aug 21 First Will Be Last Mark 10:29-31, Matt 19:30 Bob 

Aug 28 Not Worry About Tomorrow  Matt 6:31-34 Bob 

Sept 4 Many Called, Few Chosen Matt 22:14 Bob 

 


