
                              21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS      

CLASS 4… 

"The truth shall set you free; but first, it will make you miserable!" Theresa M. Cross, 
PhD 

Last week we discussed how it takes MORE faith to be an Atheists and that we will be 
using SCIENCE AND LOGIC to prove our beliefs.  

 

A.  To begin…let's go back to school...to Logic 101, so we understand how to present 
our side of ANY argument. 
 
DISCLAIMER: This is NOT a complete course in LOGIC; so the science of logic will not 
be discussed in great detail. It will only be used, for our purposes, to prove our few 
arguments. In other words, WE ARE NOT HERE TO SPLIT HAIRS OR TO BECOME 
EXPERTS IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF LOGIC. PLEASE BE ADVISED. 
 
Question: How would you define "logic"?  
 
 1.  Since logic is the science that studies the formal processes used in thinking 
 and reasoning, a typical logical way of thinking involves TWO things: 
 
  a.  STATEMENTS (in Logic, these are called a Premises). There are usually 
  at least two premises. 
     
  b. and a "CONCLUSION" (which results from the premises) 
 
 2.  Let's take a look at an example:  
 
  a.  All humans are mortal (premise #1).  
  b.  Paul is a human (premise #2).  
  c.  Therefore, Paul is mortal (the conclusion). 
 
 3.  Now…if the premises are BOTH true (that Paul really IS a human and   
 that all humans are mortal), then the conclusion is Valid (i.e., sound, well-
 founded, reasonable) 
  
 4.  Here is another example: 
 
  a.  All fish live in water 
  b.  A shark is a fish  
  c.  Therefore, a shark lives in water 
 
   
QUESTION: Now it's YOUR turn! Please provide an example of logical statements.  
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B.  NOT SO FAST!!! Here's the rub:  Based on the Premises, the Conclusion may be 
TRUE, BUT NOT VALID!  
  
 1.  There is a difference between VALID and TRUE in Logic 
 
  a.  Valid, you recall, means "reasonable, well-founded, sound, etc.)   
  whereas True means based in reality, actual) 
 
  b.  For example, let's take a look at this:  
 
   1.  All men are insane (premise#1).  
   2.  Paul is a man (premise #2);  
   3.  therefore, Paul is insane (the conclusion). 
 
 2.  Here, the conclusion is NOT VALID (although it might be true) because we 
 began with a faulty premise (that all men are insane).  
    
 3.  Therefore, while the question of Paul's sanity may be proven by a 
 psychological exam, it cannot be LOGICALLY proven!  
   
 4.  In other words, the conclusion MAY OR MAY NOT BE TRUE (maybe Paul 
 is crazy or maybe he's not crazy); but it's not a valid conclusion because 
 Premise #1…that all men are insane…is most certainly NOT TRUE) 
 
 5.  So, to summarize: ALL THE PREMISES MUST BE TRUE in order to   
 arrive  at a VALID conclusion. (It MIGHT be true; but it won't be VALID!) 
 
 
C.  Let's see what a GRAPHIC of logical reasoning might look like: 
 
 
 A & B represent the PREMISES and C is the CONCLUSION 
 
 IF: 
 A is true      +   B is true       = C is VALID 
 All humans are mortal +   Paul is a human   = Paul is mortal 
 
 
 A is false     +    B is true     = C is NOT VALID 
 all men are insane  + Paul is a man   = Paul is insane 
 
 A is false   +  B is false   = C is NOT VALID 
 All dogs are cows  + All cows are fat  = dogs are tall 
 
 
Question:  Now that we have an elementary grasp on LOGIC (and maybe a headache!) 
and we know that thought has to make sense to be VALID, how does that relate to the 
concept of TRUTH?  
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D.  Let's begin a study of Truth by posting some DEFINITIONS that we will be using in 
throughout this course: 
 
 1.  REALITY…the way things are 
 2.  BELIEF…the way things that we understand them to be 
 3.  TRUTH…that which describes an actual state of affairs 
 
 
Question: Which of these two are most closely aligned?  
 
 
Question: Give examples of when a Belief may not be true. 
 
 
Next week we will continue our discussion on Truth and begin with the question, "Is 
Truth Important?" 
 
 
ADDITIONAL NOTES:  Did Jesus use LOGIC? YES! He was the MASTER OF LOGIC! 
 
See just some examples: 
 1.  Mark 2: 1 -12 
 2. Matt 22: 23 – 28 
 3.  John 7: 21 -24 
 4.  Matt 11: 4 -6 
 5.  Luke 20: 42 -44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


