
8 

www.montgomerychurch.org dsrtblly@gmail.com anita_miller@earthlink.net 
  

  
Hard Sayings of Jesus 

Montgomery Church, Summer 2016 
 

Jesus Speaking in Parables 
11 And He was saying to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the 
kingdom of God, but those who are outside get everything in parables, 12 so 
that while seeing, they may see and not perceive, and while hearing, they may 
hear and not understand, otherwise they might return and be forgiven.”                   
Mark 4:11-12 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

 

In what way(s) could this be labeled as a “hard saying of Jesus”? 

 Hard to understand?   

 Hard to apply?  

 Hard to accept?  
 

General guidelines for understanding hard sayings of Jesus: 
1. Rely on the Helper for teaching.   

a. John 14:25-26. Notice that this is subject of our first class prayer.   
2. Look at words of Jesus in time and culture context.   

a. Parables were extremely prevalent among ancient Jewish sages, 
including during Jesus’ life.  Over 4,000 of them have survived in 
rabbinic literature.   

3. Try to not assert opinions, but allow the Bible to explain itself.   
a. Jer. 5:21. How did Jeremiah describe those who did not see or 

hear? 
b. Ezekiel 12:2. How did Ezekiel describe those who did not see or 

hear? 
c. Psalm 78:2. What was prophesied about how Jesus would speak? 
d. The context of this hard saying is the Parable of the Sower.  Mark 

4:1-13.  How does this relate to those who hear and see? 
e. Mark 4:33-34.  What is significance of “so far as they were able to 

hear it”? 
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4. Study multiple translations to get broader understanding of the 
terminology used.   

a. In the assignments you will see an example. 
5. Consider each verse in context of the rest of the Bible.   

a. A more complete version of this saying is in Matthew, see below: 
 

10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to 
them in parables?” 11 Jesus answered them, “To you it has been 
granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been granted. 12 For whoever has, to him more 
shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does 
not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. 
13 Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing 
they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand. 14 In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being 
fulfilled, which says, 

‘YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; 
YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 
15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, 
WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, 
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, 
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, 
HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, 
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, 
AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.’ 

16 But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, 
because they hear. 17 For truly I say to you that many prophets and 
righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and 
to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
Matt. 13:10-15 NASB 

 

Discussions: 

 Discuss the following draft explanation: 
“The parables themselves present clear stories from everyday events 
that many in the crowd would recognize. Jesus did not code His teaching 
to prevent some people from understanding, since all equally would 
understand the imagery. All those gathered there certainly 
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comprehended the aspects of the stories related to their everyday lives. 
Instead, His teaching divided the listeners into two groups based on 
their own responses. 

His miracles had attracted many, and others had perhaps been 
astonished by His earlier teaching. But the parables themselves, just as 
in the story of the seed falling on various places (Matthew 13:3-9), 
revealed the true nature of their responses and their real decisions. 
Those committed to the Kingdom of God would seek and find further 
understanding. But those uncommitted—perhaps listening only because 
of the initial excitement—would reject the teaching as unintelligible.”  
(Derived from http://www.jesus.org/life-of-jesus/parables/why-did-
jesus-teach-in-parables.html)  

 Is there a possibility that we might hear but not understand, see but not 
perceive?   

 
Assignments: 

 Turn in your selection of 6 hard sayings to Anita 

 Different translations can make understanding a scripture easier and, in 

some cases, get to the true meaning.  Consider these translations of 

Romans 1:20 regarding the "Godhead", meaning (deity, essential nature 

of a god, or divinity): 

(Authorized King James Version) For the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead (KJV , NKJV , KJ21, 
BRG , Geneva , WYC , YLT)  so that they are without excuse:  

(American Standard Version) For the invisible things of him since the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived through the 
things that are made, even his everlasting power and divinity; that they 
may be without excuse: 

(Amplified Bible) For ever since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, 
being understood through His workmanship [all His creation, the 
wonderful things that He has made], so that they [who fail to believe 
and trust in Him] are without excuse and without defense.  

(Easy to Read Version) There are things about God that people cannot 
see—his eternal power and all that makes him God. But since the 
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beginning of the world, those things have been easy for people to 
understand. They are made clear in what God has made. So people have 
no excuse for the evil they do. 

(The Message) But God’s angry displeasure erupts as acts of human 
mistrust and wrongdoing and lying accumulate, as people try to put a 
shroud over truth. But the basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your 
eyes and there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God 
has created, people have always been able to see what their eyes as 
such can’t see: eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of his divine 
being. So nobody has a good excuse. What happened was this: People 
knew God perfectly well, but when they didn’t treat him like God, 
refusing to worship him, they trivialized themselves into silliness and 
confusion so that there was neither sense nor direction left in their lives. 
They pretended to know it all, but were illiterate regarding life. They 
traded the glory of God who holds the whole world in his hands for 
cheap figurines you can buy at any roadside stand. 

(Contemporary English Version) God’s eternal power 
and character cannot be seen. But from the beginning of creation, God 
has shown what these are like by all he has made. That’s why those 
people don’t have any excuse. 

 (Revised Standard Version) Ever since the creation of the world his 
invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly 
perceived in the things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse;  

(The Voice) From the beginning, creation in its magnificence enlightens 
us to His nature. Creation itself makes His undying power and divine 
identity clear, even though they are invisible; and it voids the 
excuses and ignorant claims of these people 

 Read and collect preliminary thoughts on next week’s hard saying of Jesus:  
Matthew 5:44-45. 
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