
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 3 

Bible verse of the Day: "Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if 
you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a 
measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone--
while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?" Job 38:4-7 

 

Last week we began our study of Spiritual Warfare by reviewing the course OUTLINE 
that will help us proceed in a reasonable and logical manner so that we can help WIN 
the War.  Today, we begin by considering the most important starting point: 

 

A.  How do we know we have an ENEMY that is battling us in the Spiritual realms? 

 1. Many of Satan's victims do not even know, refuse to admit, or believe that 
 there is an actual war going on.  

  a. Because of this, they become easy prey for Satan and his angels.  

 2.  READ: Ephesians 6:10-12 
 
  1. This Scripture is perhaps the clearest definition of the spiritual war  
  in which we find ourselves.  
 
 3. Can this warning by the Apostle Paul be considered ACTUAL EVIDENCE of 
 a Spiritual War? 

  1.  Yes! Because the Holy Bible makes it explicit that we are engaged in a  
  real and terrifying war, we view it as the main source of evidence. 

   a. We already proved the accuracy and reliability of the Bible in  
   one of my previous classes, so we won't even argue it here. We will  
   simply ACCEPT the Bible as our major source of actual evidence  
   that the devil and his angels exist and that we, and all of the   
   Heavenly Hosts, are in a Spiritual War against them.   

 

B. Is there any other way (besides Paul's warning) that we know that we are engaged in 
a real and vicious battle? (After all, why prepare for a war when there is no one to fight or 
nothing to fight for?) 

 1. A secondary source of evidence we use (as most scientists do when   
 dealing with "unseen" forces) is to use observation.   

 2. Scientists call the use of observation to prove a theory "empirical    
 evidence", In other words, they observe the effects that demons have on the 
 physical world and on human beings (behavior) 
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C. The evidence of evil is seen very clearly on earth, in and through people and even 
through acts of nature (which we mistakenly, call "acts of God"!).  

 1. This "evidence" takes many forms, and not just in obvious ways such as 
 violence, wars, genocide, widespread injustice, and sexual immorality, but also 
 in not-so-obvious ways, as in godless ideologies and worldviews, corrupt and 
 governments, and much more.  

 

D. Fallen man has its own role in the creation and maintenance of wickedness, too.  

 1. We cannot claim as comedian Flip Wilson did years ago, "The devil made me 
 do it"!  

 2. The expression "to be in league with the devil," sums up quite well how both 
 Satan and man each assumes some degree of blame, though Satan assumes more, 
 since he instigated the rebellion against God and exerts more influence than we 
 do within the spiritual realm  

  a. READ: Matthew 18:7 

  

E.  With regard to the question about the reality of "wars" occurring in the  
 heavenly realms and on the Earth: 

  a. READ: Rev. 12: 7-9 and READ: Rev. 12: 17 and Rev. 13:7. 

  a. The first story clearly depicts the defeat of Satan by the    
  Archangel Michael, and his "troops" and describes how the battle   
  ended. 

  b. The second and third scriptures depict how Satan, even until  
  today, wages war on Christians. 

 

QUESTION: Now that we have proved that we have an enemy in this Spiritual War and 
we know who the enemy is, what do you think Satan wants (i.e., why is he fighting this 
war?)  

 

A.  The Six  (6) Things the Devil Wants 1 

 1. For you to doubt God, and thus de-throne Him 

  a. In John 20:19-28, the disciples were "overjoyed" when they saw Jesus  
  raised from the dead, but Thomas’ doubt kept him from believing. Later,  
  Jesus appeared to Thomas and said, “Stop doubting and believe" (v. 27).  

  b. The lesson: don't doubt God 
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 2.  For you to live in fear 

  a.  Fear is not the absence of faith; it is the misplacement of it! 

   b.  The devil doesn't want to rob you of your faith; he wants your  
   faith to be in anything by God!  

   c.  READ: Psalm 34:4. To overcome fear, you have to SEEK THE  
   LORD! 

 3.  For you to feel insecure 

   a.  The devil wants to convince you that you are unloved and that  
   you are "not good enough". 

   b.  READ: Romans 8:37-39 

 4.  Satan wants to divide the world and, especially the Church. He will convince  
 you to avoid church and your church family 

   a. The more you stay away from church and your church family,  
   the harder it is to maintain your faith. It's not easy to follow Jesus in 
   a world that doesn't!  

   b. When we leave the community of believers, we are destined to  
   be destroyed (see 1Cor 12) 

 5.  The devil wants for you to be led astray 

   a. READ: Matt 7:15. When we rely on the words of men or   
   ourselves, in place of God's Word, we become a victim of the devil. 

 6. Satan wants to destroy all of God's Creation, including YOU. 

 7.  The devil also wants for you to fail 

   a.  He wants us to "settle" for what the world gives us and just  
   "accept" what the world says we deserve. 

   b.  When you feel like you're going to lose, take heart! Jesus already 
   DID THE WORK AND WON THE WAR FOR YOU! 

 

Next week, we will continue following our course outline and Identify the Enemy by 
Name, and learn how he thinks and behaves...you won't want to miss this one! 

   

   

	

																																																								
1	adapted	from	an	article	on	the	NewSpring	Church,	SC	website	


