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21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS, PART 2       Class 5… 
 
“The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians: who 
acknowledge Jesus with their lips, walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle. 
That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.” ― Kevin Max (member 
of the Christian pop group "DC Talk") 
 
 
Last week, we left off by responding to some questions about how your opinions have 
been influenced by someone's eyewitness testimony and the methods YOU use to 
evaluate the TRUTHFULNESS of a person's story. 
  
This week, we will examine how Courts of Law TEST the eyewitness evidence and see 
if we can apply these rules to the Gospels. 
 
 
READ AS DIRECTED: p. 38 – 39, The Case for Christ 
 
 
QUESTION: Lee Strobel states, at the end of our reading, "accurate eyewitness 
testimony will withstand scrutiny". Do you agree? Why?  
 
In a Court of Law, there are EIGHT, SEPARATE/DIFFERENT tests used to validate 
eyewitnesses.  Let's use these SAME eight tests to validate the testimonies of the Gospel 
writers:  
 
A.  TEST #1:  THE INTENTION TEST:  Was the INTENTION of the gospel writers to 
tell the story of Jesus ACCURATELY? How do we know this? 
 
   1.  Luke's gospel starts out with him stating his INTENTION to get the   
 facts accurately recorded (see Luke 1: 1-4) 
 
 2.  What about the other gospel writers?  
 
  a.  Although they don't make the  same statement as Luke, most   
  would agree that their gospels are written in a very SOBER and   
  SERIOUS manner. 
 
  b.  The gospels are written in such a way as to INFORM a reader of   
  events and persons and in a complete and descriptive way…almost  
  as if they were writing a diary!  
 
   1.   READ, as an example, Mark 1: 9 - 12 
     
  
B.  TEST #2: THE ABILITY TEST:  Even if the writers INTENDED to tell the story of 
Jesus accurately, were they CAPABLE of doing it? In other words, can we be sure that 
after 30 or so years  (between the resurrection of Jesus and the first writings about Him) 
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that the gospels are accurate? And…how do we account for FAULTY MEMORIES, 
WISHFUL THINKING, and SKEWED AGENDAS? 
 
 1.  Bloomberg reminds Lee Strobel (see p. 43 that, in those days, they didn't have 
 a lot of WRITTEN material, so ideas and stories were passed on by WORD OF 
 MOUTH. 
 
  a.  Unlike ours, this was an ORAL CULTURE; so relying on MEMORY  
  was common …some people even memorized the whole Old Testament! 
 
  b.  Even where stories about Jesus vary slightly in the synoptic gospels, as  
  in the demon-possessed man (or is it men) on the island, the    
  SIGNIFICANCE AND TEACHINGS AND DEEDS of Jesus are preserved. 
 
  c.  READ AND COMPARE: Matt. 8: 28 – 34, Mark 5: 1- 20 and  
  Luke 8: 26 – 37    
 
   1.  What is the MAIN POINT of the story? 
   2.  What does this story tell us about Jesus? 
   3.  Does the story and its main point DIFFER from one writer to  
   another? 
 
  d. Now, even though there are DIFFERENCES, some of these   
  inconsistencies are actually easy to explain 
 
   1.   For example, Mark and Luke say this event occurred at   
   GERASA, but Matthew says it happened in GADARA. ALL are  
   correct…Gerasa is a TOWN; Gadara is a PROVINCE 
 
    a.  Similar to if someone’s said "Albuquerque" and someone  
    else said " Bernalillo County" 
 
   2.   BUT, some will point out that Gerasa was NOT near the Sea and 
   the pigs went into the sea! How do you explain this?  
 
    a.  READ p. 47, The Case for Christ, for the explanation.  
 
    b.  Does this explanation satisfy you? Why?  
 
   3.  Another interesting read about these so-called discrepancies  
   appear on pp. 47 and 48 of the Case for Christ book (i.e., the   
   genealogy of Jesus). PLEASE READ ON YOUR OWN FOR THE  
   EXPLANATION.   
 
 
 
C.  Lee Strobel brings up a good point. Can it be, like the game "Telephone", that as 
these stories were repeated and passed on, they became more distorted?  
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 1.  READ: p. 44, The Case for Christ. 
 
 
D.  TEST #3:  THE CHARACTER TEST:  Was it in the CHARACTER of these writers 
to tell the truth and to report accurately? To discern this, we need to ask: 
 
 1.  Is there any evidence that they were DISHONEST? IMMORAL? 
 
 2.  Would you believe a gospel written by JUDAS? 
 

3.  Who, in the NEWS today passes this CHARACTER test for YOU? 
 

4.  How does the fact that they all were MARTYRED, swearing to what they 
recorded was true, effect how you judge their motives and accuracy? 
 

 
E.  TEST # 4:  THE CONSISTENCY TEST:  Are there any MAJOR discrepancies (i.e., 
change the BASIS of an event/story) in the synoptic gospel stories or in how the 
CHARACTER of Jesus is recorded in all four gospels? 
 
 1.  What would you think if the gospels were WORD FOR WORD identical to 
 each other? 
 
 2.  READ AS DIRECTED the statements on pp. 45 – 46 by Simon Greenleaf of 
 Harvard and German scholar Hans Stier.  Do YOU agree with them? 
 
 
Next week, we will continue examining the last FOUR (of the Eight) Tests used in 
courts of law to validate eyewitness testimony. 
 
  
 
 
 


