
21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS      

CLASS 14 

Seen on a Tombstone: "Here lies an atheist; all dressed up and no place to go."  Author 
Unknown 
    
Last week, we left off with the question and an Assignment to think about, "Why did 
God make you? What PURPOSE did He have in making you?" 

Question:  Did you think about these questions? Did you come up with any answers? 

 

A.  An almost immediate response to the question of "why did God make me", can be 
found in the Bible…  

 1.  Read Isaiah 43: 7. Since the Bible is "God breathed", we can be assured that 
 the Holy Spirit is telling us, in this passage, why we exist. 

 

Question:  What do you think this passage says about why God made you? (Teri: God 
made you for His glory!) 

 2.  Also, Read Eph. 1: 4 – 5 (He created us in love, for his pleasure; for his will 
 (he wanted to!) and Eph. 1:11 – 12  (He created us for the praise of His glory) and 
 Eph. 2:10  (He created us to do good works) 

 3.  In summary: These last few passages make it clear that God created us in love 
 and with the purpose of His will (i.e., He just WANTED to!) and, finally, so we 
 could be like Him…DOING GOOD WORKS! (After all, he DID make us in Him 
 own image!) 

 

B.  One of the best explanations I've read which answers the question of why God made 
us, was given by Craig Bradley, who has been preaching for over 30 years and is now 
working with the Northside Church of Christ in Tucson, Arizona:  

 "When confronted with the question of why God made us, the best answer I can 
 offer is, for the same reason that we have children. I understand that there are 
 exceptions to what I am about to say, but for the most part we have  children to 
 have someone to love and to be loved by. We have children to share our lives 
 with and to be a part of their lives. 
 Consider the fact that God not only made us; but made us in His image. He also 
 created a perfect environment for us to live. However, the ultimate evidence of 
 God’s love and desire to have a relationship with us is expressed in Jesus.  
 Far from being a trite saying mouthed by those who do not realize its full 
 significance, John 3:16 is a stunning declaration of God’s love for us. When we 
 read, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
 whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life,” He is 
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 saying that He loves you so much that He was willing to come and find you, and 
 then die for you, just to give you the opportunity to come home and live with 
 Him for all Eternity. Not the certainty that you would, but the opportunity 
 for you to do so. No matter how much we have grieved him, no matter how far 
 we have gone from him, and no matter how much we have rebelled and rejected 
 Him, He leaves the door to home open for us. This is the love and desire of God 
 that is so clearly portrayed in the parable of the lost son in Luke 15. It is the 
 picture of a father longing for the return of his wayward son. When he sees him 
 from a great distance coming home he runs to him and embraces him. I can 
 imagine the tears of joy and relief in the phrase, “and ran and fell on his neck and 
 kissed him.” I can easily see the father continually looking to that far country and 
 yearning one day to see his son returning. If we would only consider how 
 emotional and heartrending this story is we could never doubt God’s great love 
 for us and His desire for us to be with Him." 
 
 
C. Before we move on, I'd like to take this opportunity to get "sappy" and "preachy" and 
take a quote from Norman Geisler's book, I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be An Atheist.  
 
Read: "In our fast paced lives, we rarely stop and observe the world around us and, 
therefore, tend to consider every amazing facet of this beautiful universe as ordinary. 
But, as we have seen, it is anything but ordinary." 
 
Question: How do you feel about this statement? Do you agree with it? Think about 
how YOU can make some changes that might help you to be more observant of the 
beauty of God's creation and how you can appreciate it and perhaps THANK HIM 
more often for placing you in this space, in this time in this place. 
 
D.  Dr. Geisler, correctly points out, that ASTRONAUTS have a better perspective and 
appreciation of the Universe because of their vantage point when they travel out into 
space. 
 1.  When the first astronauts were passing near the moon and saw the 
 EARTHRISE, they actually quoted from Genesis 1:1 !  
 
 2.  John Glenn, when he was 77 years old and aboard the Space Shuttle, 
 Discovery, said, "To look out at this kind of creation and NOT believe in God, is 
 to me impossible." (emphasis mine)  
 
 3. Observations like these support the "Teleological Argument" we discussed a 
 few classes back: namely that, a.)  Every design had a designer; b.)  The universe 
 has a highly complex design; c.)  Therefore, the universe had a Designer! 

  a. In other words, you don't need anyone to tell you that something  
  beautiful had a designer…it's self-evident! (Re-read: Romans 1: 19 -20) 

  b.  As Physicist, Paul Davies writes: "One may find it easier to believe in  
  an infinite array of universes than in an infinite Diety, but such a belief  
  must rest on faith rather than observation." 
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Question: What do you believe Paul Davies means by this statement? 

  c.  Once again we note that "non-belief" is not really a matter of the mind  
  or senses…rather, it's a matter of the WILL…they just don't WANT to  
  believe God exists! 

 

E.   Let's look at THREE examples of events:  

 1.  You are lying on a beach and see writing in the sky that says, "Eat at Joe's" 

 2.  You come to breakfast and on the table is a box of Alpha-Bits cereal and on the 
 table, written in cereal letters is, "Have a great day Love, Mom" 

 3.  You are walking along an alley near an abandoned factory and on the old wall 
 of the factory is a beautiful painting of a mother and her two children sitting on a 
 park bench eating lunch."   

 

Question: For #1, would you think, "Wow! What an unusual cloud formation!".  For #2, 
would you think, "Look at that! The cereal box tipped over and made this great 
sentence!" and for #3 would you think, "Amazing what some dust and old paint can 
turn itself into!"  

 

Next week, we'll look at some REALLY impressive design work of God and maybe all 
in love with Him just a little bit more! 

 

 

 

 


