
Hebrews Class 6 

Special Study on God’s Covenants 
 

Mark 14:24  He said to them, “This is my blood, the blood of the covenant that is 
poured out for many. 

 
Before Sinai 

The first covenant is that which God made with Noah, promising never again to wipe out 
the whole earth by a flood (Gen. 8:20-22; 9:9ff.). The sign of this covenant was the 

rainbow (Gen. 9:12-17). The next covenant is that which God made with Abraham (Gen. 
15:8-21). The promises (a land, a seed, a blessing) of chapter 12 (vss. 1-3) are 

formalized in the covenant of chapter 15. The sign of this covenant, circumcision, was 
later indicated in chapter 17, where the covenant was confirmed to Abraham. Isaac 

made a covenant with Abimelech in Genesis 26:26-31, agreeing to live in peace. Finally 
in Genesis, Jacob made a covenant with Laban (31:43-45), agreeing not to do harm to 

one another. This covenant has many similarities to that which God made with Israel, as 

we can see from the text of Genesis. 
 

Covenant with Israel 
God presents his covenant on the third day: 

Exodus 19:10 The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and sanctify them today and 
tomorrow, and make them wash their clothes 19:11 and be ready for the third day, for 

on the third day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 
 

The Promise: 
Exodus 19:5-6 

“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 
 

The Oath: 

Exodus 24 
When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws, they responded 

with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do." 
Then he took the Book of the Covenant (the legal, moral, and cultic corpus of literature 

found in Exodus 20–23) and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do 
everything the LORD has said; we will obey." 

 
The Sacrifice: 

24:6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls and half of the blood he splashed 
on the altar.  Heb 9:19  When Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the law to 

all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and 
branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people.  Moses then took the 

blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the 
LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.  (This was the other half of 

the blood.  Each covenant partner was given half of the blood.  God’s half was pored 

over the alter.) 
 

 



 

The Sign: 
Ex 31  "Say to the Israelites, 'You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign 

between me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am the 
LORD, who makes you holy. 

 
Covenant with the church 

God presented the new covenant on the third day: 
39 "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the 
third day and caused him to be seen. 

 
The Promise 

Hebrews 9:14-15 
"How much more, then, will the blood of Christ , who through the eternal Spirit offered 

Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so 

that we may serve the living God! For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new 
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now 

that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first 
covenant." 

 
The Oath: 

Acts 2:21 'AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD 
WILL BE SAVED.' (This is a quote from the prophet Joel) 

John 3:18  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and 

only Son. 
 

1 Peter 3:20 
“In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21and this water 

symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but 

the pledge (response, answer) of a good conscience toward God.” 
 

 
The Sacrifice: 

Acts 20:28  Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 
(This is God’s half of the blood) 

Rom 5:17 “For if, by trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, 
how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift 

of righteousness reign in life the one  man (This is the other half of the blood), Jesus 
Christ.”  This is why the virgin birth is so important.  The blood of the lamb was half man 

and half God. 
John 19:34  Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a 

sudden flow of blood and water.  Acts 2:41-Those who accepted his message were 
baptized.  Rom 3-God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his 

blood.  Rom 5-Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we 

be saved from God's wrath through him!  Rom 6-Or don't you know that all of us who 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried 

with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 



dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  If we have been 

united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— because 
anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  Col 2-For in Christ all the fullness of the 

Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head 
over every power and authority.  In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of 

the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the 
circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him 

through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. (Baptism then is 
not done with human hands)  It is the Holy Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead and it 

is the Holy Spirit that raises us to a new life in baptism: Rom 8:11  Moreover, if the 
Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, the one who raised Christ 

from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit who lives in 
you. 

 

The Sign: 
Eph 1  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit 

 
1 John - This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come 

by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the 
Spirit is the truth. 
 

 

 
 


