
CLASS 7… 

"Science without religion is lame; religion without science is blind." Albert Einstein 

 
Last week, we left off with a discussion about the various modern misconceptions about 
TRUTH and how to respond to people regarding relativism and subjectivism. The last 
of these misconceptions had to do with the final, last defense that many non-believers 
might use in a discussion: WHO ARE YOU TO JUDGE ME AND MY BELIEFS. Well, 
let's respond to that: 
 
 
A.  Jesus never told us NOT to make a judgment; Jesus simply taught us HOW to make 
a judgment!   (Read: Matt. 7: 1 – 2 and Matt 18: 15 – 17).  
 
 1.  Jesus also encouraged the use of COMMON SENSE when making judgments. 
 (Read: John 7: 23 – 24) 
 
B.  Paul, like Jesus, also taught about JUDGING: Read 1 Cor. 5: 9 -12. 
 
 
Question: This statement, by Paul, sounds on the face of it, to be harsh and unforgiving, 
doesn't it. How do you think the Corinthians viewed it and how would YOU interpret it 
today?  
 
 1.  How comfortable are you with this teaching of Paul?  
 
  a.  Re-Read: Matt 18: 15 – 17 and now re-think your ideas about judging  
  fellow Christians). 
 
  b.  So...is there no hope for fallen away Christians?  
 
Question: Read: James 5: 19-20. What do you think this statement means?  
 
 
C.  Well…we seem to have wandered a bit from our initial discussion about TRUTH. 
Let's go back and review other statements, from the Bible, about the importance of 
Truth: 
 
 1.  Paul, in his letter to Titus, teaches his protégé about the truth and about the 
 defense of the faith: 
  
  a.  Read: Titus 1: 1. What does Paul say about the truth?  
 
  b.  Read: Titus 3: 9 –11. What does Paul say about arguing? What other  
  scripture does this remind you of?  
 
 2.   Finally, John warns us about false prophets/teachers/spirits.  
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  a.  Read: 1 John 4: 1 – 3  
 
D.  Speaking of false prophets, it might do us well to pause here and note that the idea 
of ABSOLUTE TRUTH can also be applied to world religions…they cannot ALL BE 
TRUE! There can be only ONE TRUE RELIGION (and we can delve into this deeper in 
other courses at other times; but it's worth noting here, albeit as a footnote) 

 1.  Although we were trying to avoid getting into RELIGIOUS debates, I'd like to 
 beg your indulgence and patience and make some points about the connection 
 between ABSOLUTE TRUTH and RELIGION:   

  a.  Some people will try to tell you that ALL religions are basically the  
  SAME. They are not! Actually, world religions have more contradictory  
  beliefs than complementary ones! 

  b. The idea that all religions teach basically the same thing is absurd! They 
  disagree on even basic points such as: the nature of God, the nature of  
  man, sin, salvation, heaven, hell, creation and so on. 

  c. And there are even MORE, much more disturbing, differences such as:  
  the Hindus believe that evil is an "illusion"; most religions teach that you  
  can get to heaven (if they acknowledge such a place) by being a "good  
  person". 

  d. By startling contrast, Christianity is the ONLY religion that preaches  
  about GRACE and BAPTISM.  

 2.  A dichotomy results from the fact that, at first glance, so many contradictory 
 beliefs REINFORCE the idea that truth cannot be known; but the EXACT       
 OPPOSITE is the case!  

Question: To illustrate my point: Does anyone here know the parable of the Five Blind 
Men Examining an Elephant? 

     
E. The first blind man felt the trunk…what did he think it was? The second blind man 
felt a leg…what did he think it was? The third felt a tail; what did he think it was? The 
fourth felt an ear; what did he think it was? The fifth blind man leaned against the 
elephant; what did he think he was leaning against?  
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 1.  You see, each blind man claimed what he believed he was feeling BASED ON 
 HIS OWN PERSPECTIVE and they were all WRONG!  

 2.   The ONLY way to know the TRUTH (that this is an elephant!) is to have an 
 OBJECTIVE, nearly COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE as well as the EVIDENCE to 
 back up their claim.  

  a. why do ask say "nearly" complete?  

  b..  Keep in mind that, as we discussed last week, the WILL always   
  comes into play…a person can be "willfully blind"! Why? Because the  
  truth will convict them and then they have to DO something about it! 
   

F.  So, continuing in our discussion, one might ask the question "How can people find out 
what to believe and what is true?" 
 

 1.  Christian author and speaker, James Sire*, conducts seminars on this topic and 
 says that, despite the wide variety of answers he gets to this question, they all fit 
 into one of FOUR CATEGORIES: sociological, psychological, religious and/or 
 philosophical. Sire developed this graphic, based on his findings: 

 

SOCIOLOGICAL 
REASONS 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
REASONS 

RELIGIOUS 
REASONS 

PHILOSOPHICAL 
REASONS 

parents comfort a religious book consistency 
friends peace of mind pastor/priest coherence 
society meaning guru evidence 
culture purpose rabbi  
 hope imam  
 identity church  
 

Question: Let's go through the FIRST TWO columns, like James Sire does, and look at 
each of these "reasons to believe something"  

Question:  Well, if sociological and psychological reasons, alone, are not adequate 
grounds to believe something, what about RELIGIOUS reasons?  

Question:  So…we can eliminate the RELIGIOUS REASONS…WHAT'S LEFT???  Yes! 
Philosophical reasons! 

YIPPEEEE!!! Now, we're getting some where!!!! 

We will pick up, next week, with this thought in mind! 

*Sire, James, "Why Should Anyone Believe Anything At All?" In D. A. Carson, ed. 
Telling the Truth (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2000.)  


