
SPIRITUAL WARFARE…CLASS #18 ADDENDUM  #1 
 
Since there is so little actual information about the Second Level Angels in the Bible, how 
do we know what we are about to discuss is true? 
 
This information comes mainly from the writings of: 
 

1. Thomas Aquinas wrote more about Angels than any other Christian. Because 
of this, he is known as “The Angelic Doctor”. 
 

a. Some of his more famous works about Angels include, Summa 
Theologica, On Spiritual Creature and On Evil. 

 
1. AN INTERESTING ASIDE: Aquinas never finished his 

massive thesis, Summa Theologica, because he claimed to 
have had a “divine vision” while saying Mass on Dec. 6, 1273.  
 
He claimed, after seeing this vision, “I can do no more. The 
end of my labors has come. Such things have been revealed to 
me that all that I have written seems to me as so much straw. 
Now I await the end of my life after that of my works.” He 
never wrote again. 

 
b. In his writings, Aquinas outlined 1) the HIERARCHIES of Angels, 2) 

the MINISTRY of Angels and even 3) the SPEECH of Angels!  
 

c. His thesis, On Evil, is one of the greatest writings regarding FALLEN 
ANGELS that exists to this day. 

 
2. Dionysius (DIE-o-ne-sees). He was a Judge and a convert of the Paul in 

Athens...Acts 17:34), and was one of the first Athenians to believe in Christ and 
was later named BISHOP OF ATHENS by Paul. At the end, he was martyred. 
He is highly revered and sainted in the ORTHODOX CHURCHES. 

 
a. AN INTERESTING SIDELINE:  DIE-O-NE-SEES was in Cairo, Egypt 

on Good Friday when Christ died and witnessed the DARKENING OF 
THE WHOLE SKY at the moment of Christ’s death and thought of it as 
a SUPERNATURAL AND CATACYSMIC EVENT!  

 
Later, when he met Paul in Athens and Paul talked about the 
darkening of the sun on Good Friday, he was immediately converted 
and stayed with Paul for THREE YEARS.  
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He also traveled to Jerusalem to meet Mary, the mother of Jesus, and 
wrote this to Paul about the meeting: “I witness by God, that besides 
the very God Himself, there is nothing else filled with such divine 
power and grace. No one can fully comprehend what I saw. I confess 
before God: when I was with John, who shone among the Apostles like 
the sun in the sky, when I was brought before the countenance of the 
Most Holy Virgin, I experienced an inexpressible sensation. Before me 
gleamed a sort of divine radiance which transfixed my spirit. I 
perceived the fragrance of indescribable aromas and was filled with 
such delight that my very body became faint, and my spirit could 
hardly endure these signs and marks of eternal majesty and heavenly 
power. The grace from her overwhelmed my heart and shook my very 
spirit. If I did not have in mind your instruction, I should have 
mistaken Her for the very God. It is impossible to stand before greater 
blessedness than this which I beheld.”  

 
 

b. After Paul’s death, He wrote FOUR BOOKS, which has survived to this 
day, and one of them is called “On the Celestial Hierarchy”, which 
describes the angelic hierarchy, including Dominions, Powers, 
Authorities and more. 

 
 

3. The last person who talked extensively about this second level of angels was 
Bonaventure, an early Bishop and Doctor of the Church and a very good friend 
of Thomas Aquinas. 
 

 
So, although it's not "gospel", the information about these extraordinary Angels may be 
considered as "folklore" or "conventional wisdom", but we are not required to accept all 
the teachings about them. 
 
 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE…CLASS #18 ADDENDUM  #2 
 
The Second Level of Angels can be CONFUSING, since they can be either EVIL or GOOD 
angels! REMEMBER: Satan took 1/3 of the Angels with him, and presumably they came 
from ALL RANKS! 
 

1.  For example, let’s READ: Romans 8:38, 1Cor. 15:24, Eph. 6:12 and Col. 2:15. 
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a. In these verses, Paul makes it clear that RULERS, POWERS and 
AUTHORITIES are EVIL angels.  
 

b. Now, READ: Col. 2:10 and 1Peter 3:22, where Paul implies that 
Authorities and Powers are also some of the  “good” angels. 

 
c. To make it even more confusing, in Eph. 1:18-22 (READ), Paul lumps all 

good and evil angels together in order to make it clear that CHRIST IS 
ABOVE ALL CREATION. He often does this to make this same point.  

 
d. Interestingly, The OLD TESTAMENT also includes a magnificent 

chapter that clearly describes how Christ is above all: READ: Psalm 2. 
 
So, continuing with our discussion of the Second Level Angels, let’s study 
them each in turn… 
 
NOTE: Unlike the 1st Level Angels, the Second Level Angels do NOT seem 
to have a hierarchy. In other words, they are all on the same level with 
each other. 
 
 
A. Dominions ("Lordships" in Greek) are mentioned at least twice, specifically, in the 
Bible. READ: Eph. 1: 21 and Col. 1: 16, in some translations. 
 
 1. Dominions are said to have several major functions: 
 
  a. They manage the lower angels and help them to be organized and  
  perform their duties well.  
   

b. Dominions probably preside over nations, if we consider their name.  
 

c. Titles such as PRINCIPALITY, POWER, DOMINION AND MIGHT 
are sometimes applied to men in places of authority here on Earth! 
(READ: Titus 3:1)   

   
  d. Their name, alone, emphasizes the dignity and authority of these  
   angels in God’s use of them in government.  
   

2. Dominions are known for carrying out God's justice in unjust situations, while 
at the  same time seeing that God's mercy is showered on the just who have to 
put up with corrupt or sinful governments.  

 
  a. A good example is the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. Although the  
  complete destruction of these cities  seems harsh, remember that they also  
  saved Lot and his family, faithful people of God, and helped them to  
  escape the carnage.  
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  b. So, it can be said that Dominions do what is necessary in difficult  
  situations (i.e., what is just from God's perspective), even though   
  as humans we may not understand how God behaves. 
 
 3. As part of this overseeing of nations, it is theorized that they answer the  
 prayers of world leaders and heads of industry when these people pray for 
 wisdom and guidance 
 
 4. It is only in rare situations (as in Sodom and Gomorrah) that these Angels 
 make themselves physically known to humans.  
 
 5. It has been suggested that they help keep the physical/universe world in 
 proper working order and that they receive their instructions from the 
 Cherubim. 
 
 6. Folklore says that Dominions look like divinely beautiful humans with a pair 
 of feathered wings, exactly how we might picture Angels.  
 
 7. Their symbols are the sword and scepter, which indicate their lordship over all 
 created things. Thus, they are depicted as carrying orbs of light fastened to the 
 heads of their scepters or on the knob of their swords. 
 
 
NOW…let’s continue our study of the Second Level Angels with VIRTUES… 


