
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 14 

Bible verse of the Day: "The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him and 
delivers them." Psalm 34:7 

Last week, we began the interesting study of those little known HIGHEST LEVEL 
Angels, the Ophanim. Because we have heard so little about Ophanim angels, I thought 
it would be good for us to spend some additional time in discovering more about these 
magnificent and fascinating heavenly beings.  

 

To better understand Ophanim, we need to re-write Ezekiel and others! 

A.  The first thing we need to do to make any sense of the Ophanim, is to CHANGE 
THE WORD "wheel" and replace it with a more accurate description...THEN, and only 
then, will Ezekiel and other writers make any sense: 

1.  Ezek 1:14-16: "The creatures (Cherubim) sped back and forth like flashes of 
lightening. As I looked at the living creatures (Cherubim), I saw a wheel Ophan 
on the ground beside each creature with its four faces (Cherubim). This was the 
appearance and structure of the wheels Ophanim: They sparkled like chrysolite 
and all four looked alike. Each appeared to be made like a wheel Ophan 
intersecting an wheel Ophan."  

  a.  Notice that Ezekiel says there was an Ophan by each living creature  
  (Cherubim) and the Ophanim looked like beryl.  

   1. Pure beryl is colorless but it can have impurities that sometimes  
   give it color. Although it can be various colors, the most common is 
   green and the color is always pale. 

  b.  Ophan, by definition, means "wheel", "whirlwind", "revolving".    
  Therefore it looked to Ezekiel like one Ophan was revolving around  
  or through another Ophan.   

   1.  Now whether they spin in a circle like a ballet dancer twirls, or  
   they spin together in a circle like Ring Around the Rosie, we don’t  
   know for sure. Whichever way they move, independently or   
   together, they are in motion.   This is why there is so much   
   confusion about "wheels". 

   2. This configuration has also been described as two Ophanim  
   "nested" together. 

 

B.  Continuing on, Ezekiel 1:17 tells us that: "As they moved, they would go in any one 
of the  four directions the creatures faced; the wheels	 	Ophanim did not turn about as 
the creatures went." (emphasis mine) 



	 2	

 1.  So, in this verse, Ezekiel explains that, when the Ophanim move, they   
 don’t spin...they simply move in one of four directions that the Cherubim   
 face! So, it seems that they only spin when they're standing still! 

C. Ezekiel 1:18: "Their rims (backs) were high and awesome, and all four rims (backs) 
were full of eyes all around.  

 1.  In other words, they are very tall, scary tall and, because they are   
 twirling very fast, it looks like they have lots of eyes.   

 2.  Let’s think about that one for a minute.  When a ballet dancer twirls   
 fast, to human eyes it looks like their eyes are always there.  Our eyes and   
 brain cannot process that kind of speed very well.  We know that the   
 ballet dancer we are looking at does not have eyes in the back of her head!  
 We simply see the dancers’ eyes as if they are looking in our direction. 

 

D. Ezekiel 1:19-20: "When the living creatures (Cherubim) moved, the wheels  
Ophanim beside them moved; and when the living creatures (Cherubim) rose from the 
ground, the wheels Ophanim also rose. Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, 
and the wheels Ophanim would rise along with them, because the spirit of the living 
creatures (Cherubim) was in the Ophanim. (emphasis mine). 

 1.  In other words, the Ophanim go wherever the Cherubim go and the Ophanim 
 also seem to rise up and overshadow the Cherubim as well. 

  a. We notice here that the Ophanim literally follow the Cherubim around  
  and never leave their side. 
 

 2. And, wherever the spirit goes, the Ophanim go behind the spirit, as   
 opposed to alongside or in front of the spirit.  

  a. It's as if they form a group and stand together behind and around the  
  Cherubs, similar to the way bodyguards would behave! 

  b. They are independent of each other but yet provide a covering,   
  by huddling together! 

 3.  Also, "the spirit" Ezekiel mentions here is NOT the Holy     
 Spirit...it is simply the spirit or "essence" of the living creatures (Cherubim). 

 
E. Continuing on, Ezekiel 1:21-22 states: "When the creatures (Cherubim)  moved, they 
(Ophanim) also moved; when the creatures (Cherubim) stood still, they also stood still; 
and when the creatures (Cherubim) rose from the ground, the wheels Ophanim rose 
along with them, because the spirit of the living creatures (Cherubim) was in the 
wheels. Spread out above the heads of the living creatures was what looked like an 
expanse, sparkling like ice, and awesome" (read: "fearful"!).  
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 1. Notice how Ezekiel repeats what he said in the previous verses (v.19) as if to  
 PUNCTUATE how all these beings behave. Apparently, this made a great 
 impression on him!  

 2. Also, the expanse might be describing the heads of the Cherubim, while their 
 eyes are like crystal, and scary, and spread out over their heads.  

 3. So, to summarize: The Ophanim move together, revolving, but also following, 
 standing, overshadowing and the translators used the word "wheel" because of 
 the rotation aspect of the Ophanim's behavior...not because they are literally 
 WHEELS!   

 4. By now it should be clear that we are talking about spiritual beings, not  
 transportation, right?  

 

F.  Later, Ezekiel sees the Ophanim again:  Ezek 3:13-14 states: "...the sound of the wings 
of the living creatures (Cherubim) brushing against each other and the sound of the 
wheels Ophanim beside them, a loud rumbling sound. The Spirit then lifted me up, and 
took me away, and I went in bitterness, and in the anger of my spirit, with the strong 
hand of the Lord upon me. 

 

G.  Finally, in Chapter 10, Ezekiel sees the Ophanim one last time when the glory of 
God is leaving the temple.   

 1. Ezekiel 10:1-2: I looked, and I saw the likeness of a throne of lapis lazuli above 
 the vault that was over the heads of the cherubim.  The Lord said to the man 
 clothed in linen,"Go in among the wheels (Ophanim) beneath the cherubim. 
 Fill your hands with burning coals from among the cherubim and scatter them 
 over the city.” And as I watched, he went in. 

 

H. Continuing on, Ezek 10:6 states: "When the Lord commanded the man in linen, 'Take 
fire from between the wheels whirlwind (and) from between the cherubims'; the man 
went in and stood beside a wheels Ophanim. 

 1. Notice here that the Ophanim ("whirlwinds") are always with or alongside the 
 Cherubim.  But then the one in linen stands next to the Ophanim.  

  a. That tells us that the revolving, whirlwind-like Ophanim do not   
  produce a wind that blows the man in linen away or even puts out the  
  flames of a fire! Imagine a wind/whirlwind that does not create a breeze  
  or doesn't put out a flame! 

 2. So, to summarize: The Ophanim spin but do not produce windy conditions, 
 yet they act and sound like wind! How fascinating is that?!! 
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I. Let's stop here for a moment and consider WHO IS THIS MAN IN LINEN, first 
mentioned in Ezekiel 9:2, and who is about to scatter hot ashes, coal and fire that will 
destroy Jerusalem? 
   
  1. I would make a LOGICAL guess and say that he is one of the   
  DESTROYER/AVENGING/WARRIOR Archangels, similar to Michael  
  and who we will study in great detail in this course's section on Angels. 
   
  2. A further reading of Daniel 10:5-21 and Dan. 12:5-7 (which we will not  
  do today), describes the same "man in linen" and makes it clear that he is,  
  indeed, a warring angel. 
 
   
Now that we have cleared up this mystery, let's pause in our study of Ezekiel re-written 
and continue next week. 

 

	

	


