
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 12 

Bible verse of the Day: "See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the 
way...Pay attention to him and listen to what he says...since my name is in him." Exodus 
23: 20-21 

Last week we began our study of the Levels of Good Angels, beginning with the 
HIGHEST level Angel, the Seraphim. Today, we conclude our examination of these 
magnificent and holy beings, continuing from last week with point #F.  

We will also study the second level one angels, the Cherubim. 

 

F.  Seraphim can also mean "destroyers". From this one can also deduce that THESE are 
the angels that are referred to in Scripture as "the hornet" or "destroying angels", etc.  

 1. READ: Exodus 12:23; Jer 6:26; Jer 48: 8; Heb 11: 28 

 2. To support this idea, let's consider that the word saraph/ seraphim appears three 
 times in the Torah (READ: Numbers 21:6–8, Deuteronomy 8:15) and four times 
 in the Book of Isaiah (READ: Isaiah 6:2–6, 14:29, 30:6).  

 3. Although in Isaiah 6:2-6 the term is used to describe a type of celestial being or 
 angel, the other five uses of the word refer to serpents.   

 4. Paul also refers to destroying snakes in 1Cor 10:9 (READ) and then he 
 IMMEDIATELY follows this admonition with a reference to a "destroying angel" 
 (READ: 1Cor 10:10) 

 

G. Seraphim are only fully described in the Bible on one occasion. This is in the book of 
the prophet Isaiah, (READ: Isaiah 6: 1-7) when Isaiah is being commissioned by God to 
be a prophet and he has a vision of heaven  
 
 1. So, to summarize: Seraphim have six wings, but they only use two of them for 
 flying.  

 2. It sounds strange to use wings to cover your face and feet.  

  a. They may well cover their face because, being so close to God, they  
  would witness His full glory which would be too powerful to behold.  

  b. And, in the many cultures, feet are considered "unclean" and so   
  not worthy to be shown to God. 
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Now that we have familiarized ourselves with the HIGHEST angel in the HIGHEST 
Level of Angels, let's get acquainted with the second most recognized angels, but 
undoubtedly the most misrepresented type of angel, the Cherubim. 

 

II  CHERUBIM (This is the PLURAL...Singular is Cherub) 

 

 
  
 
A.  Definition: Cherubim are angelic beings mostly involved in the worship and praise 
of God.  
 
 1. (READ: Rev. 6:1) In addition, one of the Cherub usher in the four   
 horsemen in  Revelation with a shout "like thunder" saying, "Come!"  

 2. Cherubim, like Seraphim and Ophanim are considered 1st Level angels   
 or the Generals in God's army. 

 
B.  Unlike Seraphim, which we talked about last week, the word Cherub or Cherubim 
does not seem to have any root meaning in Hebrew. 
 
 

C. Cherubim are the most mentioned type of angel in Scripture, despite the fact that 
folklore considers Seraphim as the highest Level 1 commanders.  
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 1.  The words Cherub and Cherubim occur about 100 times in the Bible as 
 reference to them as angels, but Cherubim were also popular themes in biblical 
 ornamental carvings and design elements. 

 2. The cherubim are first mentioned at the very beginning of the Bible in (READ: 
 Genesis 3:24) and appear as fierce guardians of the gates to Heaven. 

 

D.  Cherubim are also often referred to in the Bible as "four living creatures" or simply 
"the living creatures" (Ezekiel 1, Rev. 4, 5, 6, etc.) 

 1. For a good reference about this fact, see Ezek. 10:14-15 

 

E. Ornamental depictions of Cherubim appear in both in the tabernacle (READ: Exodus 
26:1) and in the temple (READ: 1 Kings 6:23, 6:29, 7:29) 

 1.  The likeness of Cherubim were an integral part of the Ark of the  Covenant 
 (READ: Exodus 25:17–21; 1 Kings 6:23-28; 1Kings 6:29–35; 1Kings 8: 8:6-7; 
 2Chronicles 3:7-14; 2Chronicles 3:10-13). 

 2.  As an interesting aside: Notice that when God instructs Moses to build the 
 Cherubim for the Ark, He never specified the fact that they have wings...he 
 simply refers to their wings as if everybody already understood that Cherubim are 
 always winged!   

 3.  We don't know how many wings Moses' Cherubim on the Ark had but 
 Ezekiel's Cherubim have four each. 

 4.  The Ark of the Covenant and the cherubim that adorn it are even  
 mentioned in the NT (READ: Hebrews 9:5).  
 

F. The only full description of an actual Cherub's appearance occur, in Ezekiel (READ: 
Ezekiel 1:4-14 and 10:10-14 and 21). 

 1.  Notice that in Chapter 1 Ezekiel simply describes the Cherubim as "four living 
 creatures", but in Chapter 10, he actually calls them by name. 

 2. Based on how descriptive Ezekiel's account of the Cherubim are, it is clear that 
 they are quite extraordinary. 

 3. Like in Ezekiel, the imagery of Cherubim is also described in Revelation 
 (READ: Rev 4: 6-9). 

 
G. The Cherubim are also referenced as creatures that the Lord "mounts"  (i.e., rides! 
flies on!) (READ: 2Samuel 22: 7–11  and Psalm 18:10). 
 
 
H. It is also often noted that the Lord is "enthroned between them" (READ: 1Samuel 4:4; 
2Samuel 6: 2, 2Kings 19: 15, 1Chronicles 13:6; Psalm 80:1; Psalm 99:1; Isaiah 37:16).  
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I.  Most surprisingly, prior to his rebellion, Satan was a Cherub (READ: Ezek. 28: 12-15).  
 
 
 
 
Next week, we will study the fascinating, but little known angels, The Ophanim. 
	

	

	


