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Hard Sayings of Jesus 
Montgomery Church, Summer 2016 

 

Whoever Has No Sword 
 
 
 

36 And He said to them, “But now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along, 
likewise also a bag, and whoever has no sword is to sell his coat and buy one.”  
Luke 22:36 NASB   
 
34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword”. 
Matthew 10:34 NASB 
 
 

Why did Jesus say in verse 34 that He did not come to bring peace? 

 The phrase Jesus used in Matthew 10:34 (“I did not come to bring peace”) 
means “I did not come to bring political peace or peace among the many 
nations”.  What we see is that a lack of belief, understanding and practical 
application (obedience to God's word) will bring division.  This has been a 
fact throughout time.  

 We don't know the conversations Lucifer may have had with his Creator, 
but we do know Satan chose to be rebellious and this led to him 
being separated from God. 

 We don't know the whole story of Eve and Adam, but we do know they 
disobeyed and tried to hide from their Creator.  

 This a fact of disobedience and ignorance of the truth - separation from 
God occurs.   We do need to know that the reason for Jesus ministry and 
sacrifice was to bring peace between God and mankind but as we follow 
The Way, as we are sanctified for God's purposes, it will lead to us 
being separated from some people. 
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The word “sword” may be used figuratively or literally.  What is the "sword" 
Jesus says He is bringing? 

 

 A “sword” figure of speech is found in Isaiah 49:2 and is speaking of Jesus 
Christ.  Hosea 6:5, Hebrews 4:12, and Revelation 1:16 also use similar 
words and ideas.   

 This week’s passage, Matthew 10:34, indicates that our acceptance in and 
by the world is in opposition to the sword – that it is the truth from the 
word of God.  In other words, the word of God brings truth which many 
people don’t want to hear.  

 Hebrews 4:12 talks about the word being “sharper than any two-edged 
sword” indicating that the word of God is comforting and nourishing to 
believers, yet a weapon of judgement and even execution to those who 
reject the truth. 

 Other related scriptures include Luke 2:34-36, Revelation 1:16, Revelation 
2:16, James 4:4-10. 

 
Is there a contradiction between “I didn’t come to send peace” and “Peace and 
good will to men on earth”? 

 

 Look at this translation – peace to people He favors is the key. 

13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 
praising God and saying:  14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace on earth to people He favors!  Luke 2:13-14 HCSB 

 

 Also look at this passage.  It’s the believers that get peace, peace between 
ourselves and our God, because of the grace of God under the New 
Covenant.  But with unbelievers, the believers are divided and the 
unbelievers will receive the judgement of the sword – the word of God. 

50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is 
accomplished! 51 Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell 
you, no, but rather division; 52 for from now on five members in one 
household will be divided, three against two and two against three. 
Luke 12:50-52 NASB 
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 Also look at this passage.  True worshipers, who have the teachings of 
Christ in their life will be rejected by the Pharisaical and the non-believers 
in this world.  People can believe God exists, but it’s the believe in Jesus 
Christ as our Savior that is important. 

32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him 
before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I 
will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.  

Matthew 10:32-33 NASB 

 
Why were the disciples told to buy a sword? 

 

 In Luke 22 we read about the time just before Christ’s arrest and death, 
including the Passover preparation, the teachings of Jesus regarding the 
Lord’s Supper, the paradox of “who is the greatest”.  It is difficult to 
imagine Jesus then telling his disciples to buy swords.  

38 They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” And He said to them, “It is 
enough”. Luke 22:38 NASB.  Context Luke 22:24-38. 

 

 This is a difficult concept considering that he would soon state the following 
to Peter after he cut off the ear of the slave of the high priest.  Jesus would 
not allow physical weapons to be used in the spiritual battle.  

52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those 
who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. Matthew 26:52 NASB 

 Jesus may have been simply advising His disciples to have a basic tool which 
was very necessary in that day, especially for protection.  Note however 
that Jesus says to buy multiple swords, but when they show him two, Jesus 
says that two are enough.  Two swords are enough for what? 

o A physical fight was not the plan of Jesus 

o Resisting arrest cannot be the purpose of the two swords 

o Sometimes there may be a passage that, as one scholar said, are not 
intended for our usage.  We can believe that the words were spoken 
but we know that Jesus rejected physical resistance (Luke 22:52) 
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 The clearest purpose of the two swords may be Jesus’ reference to Isaiah’s 
prophecy. 

37 For I tell you that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me, ‘And He was 
numbered with transgressors’; for that which refers to Me has its 
fulfillment.”  Luke 22:37 NASB 

12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, 
And He will divide the booty with the strong; 
Because He poured out Himself to death, 
And was numbered with the transgressors; 
Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, 
And interceded for the transgressors.  Isaiah 53:12 NASB 

o Jesus was destined to be arrested like a criminal, put on trial like a 
criminal, and even crucified like a criminal.  His arrest, trial and 
execution were based on false evidence and what happened to Him was 
completely illegal.  He did nothing but good.  Yet, he was hung on the 
cross between two thieves (Luke 23:32, 39-43), also a fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy.  

o Jesus said that He was to be numbered among criminals and criminals 
typically carry weapons.  That may be why he said that only two swords 
would be enough to fulfill this prophecy.  Note that when Peter struck 
the high priest’s slave, Matthew says “How then will the scriptures be 
fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?”  Matthew 26:54.  

o Consider that if Peter had kept on physically using the sword to prevent 
Christ’s arrest, the prophecy would not have been fulfilled.  Jesus said 
that he could call on twelve legions of angels to protect him, but 
knowing that He was predestined by God to die, he was not permitted 
to stop even the mighty Roman Empire from fulfilling its role (Matthew 
26:53). 

o Looking at John 18:6, the ones who were sent to arrest Jesus were so 
overwhelmed by His presence they “drew back and fell to the ground”.  
Peter is described as drawing a sword and cutting off a slaves’ ear.  Jesus 
told Peter to put his sword back in place then healed the slaves ear.  In 
Luke he tells Peter “No more of this!”  Luke 22:51). 
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 Another interpretation says that Jesus frequently used physical objects (seeds, 
lamps, vineyards, coins, lost sheep and so on) to teach nonphysical, universal 
truths, and the same is possibly true of the two swords. 

o This interpretation, linking our two passages, is supported by Matthew 
10:34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth, but 
a sword.”  In context he does not mean a physical sword that destroys 
and kills, but a truth may divide a family up non-physically. 

o All biblical writings and tradition says that none of the Apostles fought 
or even tried to fight their way out of their physical trials with literal 
swords.  Instead traditions and historical writings say that all of the 
Apostles but John were martyred. 

o The power of God is more than enough to overcome all the evil in the 
world.  Jesus did not come to destroy but to give life.  Luke 9:55-57 
NASB. 

o A Luke 22:36 fight that is not physical but against the spiritual forces, is 
consistent with what is spoken throughout the rest of His word.  This 
method of speaking about spiritual things in a literal way was not new – 
God’s word uses the illustration of selling something to buy another 
thing even in His parables (Matthew 13:44).  To receive spiritual riches, 
we have to give up the things that are an obstacle.  See Isaiah 55:1-3. 

o It is important to remember that God has given us a sword — “the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17).  

 

 
 


