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21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS, PART 2       Class 2… 
 
“Jesus promised his disciples three things—that they would be completely fearless, 
absurdly happy, and in constant trouble.” ― William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke 
 
 
Last week we left off talking about the FIRST type of EVIDENCE typically used in a 
Court of Law, i.e., EYE WITNESS TESTIMONY. Today, we will begin a close 
examination of this type of evidence. 
 
A.  First, we need to establish that the MAIN eye witnesses…those who actually 
WROTE DOWN/RECORDED the events of Jesus' life, were ACTUAL, REAL-LIFE 
people. 
 1.  Although it is widely accepted that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote 
 what is considered the "biography" of Jesus, it is helpful WHEN TALKING 
 WITH SKEPTICS, to present evidence that these men were the ACTUAL authors 
 of the Gospels. 
 
NOTE: the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and this fact 
was only PREDICTED by Jesus (Luke 21:6; Matt. 24:1; Mark 13:1), so we KNOW the 
events which occurred DURING the lifetime of Jesus HAD to have happened BEFORE 
the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD. 
It is almost unanimously accepted by historians that at least THREE OF THE FOUR 
gospels (all but John's) were written only 20 – 30 years after Jesus' death and READ BY 
EYEWITNESS of the events, who were still alive to VALIDATE the details in the 
gospels. 
 
 
QUESTION: Think back 20 – 30 years ago. Can you remember, IN DETAIL, events that 
made an impact or were important to you? How easy would it be for you to record 
those events? Are people ALIVE TODAY who could validate your memories?  
  
B.  Before we begin the in-depth examination of EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY, let's first 
review WHO the writers of the Gospels were: 
 
 1.  Matthew:  
 
  a.  Written in the 80s AD  
 
  b.  An original Apostle, also known as Levi 
 
  c.  Occupation: tax collector…NOT a popular person, even in those days! 
 
  d.  A Jew who appears to be writing his gospel FOR Jews, therefore, it is  
  important for him to PROVE to the Jews that Jesus is the fulfillment of the  
  prophesies. 
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   1. So, note that he begins his gospel with the GENEALOGY of  
   Jesus,  which is one of THE most important proof fulfilling the OT  
   prophesies about the Messiah  
 

   a. There are over 353 prophesies about the Messiah in the  
    Old Testament and Jesus FULFILLED THEM ALL!  

 
NOTE: for a complete list:     

 http://www.accordingtothescriptures.org/prophecy/353prophecies.html  
 

OR…for a list of the MAJOR prophesies fulfilled: http://www.jesus.org/is-Jesus-
 god/old-testament-prophecies/what-old-testament-prophecies-did-jesus-
 fulfill.html 

 
   2.  He quotes more Old Testaments passages than any other gospel  
   writer since the Jews would be VERY interested to know if Jesus  
   fulfilled the OT prophesies 
 
   3.  Also, David is probably one of the greatest "heroes" of the Old  
   Testament, so Matthew mentions him at the beginning and the end  
   of his Chapter 1 genealogy. 
 
 2.  Mark: 
 
  a.  Written in the 60s AD 
 
  b.  His real name is John, but he was called Mark, probably not to confuse  
  him with the APOSTLE, JOHN  
 
  c.  NOT an original Apostle, but a close companion of Peter, who WAS an  
  original Apostle. 
 
   1.  Most believe Peter told the gospel to Mark since it's very   
   similar to Matthew and Luke's gospels  
 
  d.  A Jew, but he seems to be writing his gospel with Romans (also called  
  "Gentiles") as his audience 
 
   1.  Romans loved all things supernatural and powerful and   
   action-oriented, so Mark stresses  the "superhuman" powers of  
   Jesus and his "deity", as evidenced by all of his miracles 
 
   2.  Written in Rome between 60 AD and 70 AD 
 
  e.  He was the son of a pious woman named Mary, whose home was a  
  meeting place for early Christians (see Acts 12: 12) 
 
  f.  He focuses on what Jesus DID, rather than what Jesus SAID 
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 3.  Luke: 
 
  a.  Written in the 80s AD and considered to be the most    
  DETAILED of all the gospels. 
 
  b. Although Luke was not an "original" Apostle, he was a close companion 
  of Paul (who also was NOT a direct eye witness to the life of Christ), but  
  BOTH had ample opportunity to meet the Apostles and learn the facts  
  from them. 
 
   1.  There is NO CONTRADICTORY information found in   
   Luke's gospel to the other three gospels or by any of the disciples ` 
   mentioned in Acts and, since Luke is considered one of the most  
   "scientific" and accurate historians, it is widely accepted that   
   his account is completely valid. 
 
  c.  A Doctor, by occupation  
 
  d.  Also wrote the Acts of the Apostles  
 
  e.  Considering the length of his gospel and Acts, he wrote 27.5% of   
  the New Testament…more than any single writer 
 
  f.  The only GENTILE  (Greek!) writer of NT books 
 
  g.  Appears to be writing his gospel to Greeks (Note: Greeks loved and  
  admired wisdom and education and all  things "scientific", so he   
  documents events SCIENTIFICALLY) 
 
   1.  READ: Luke 1: 1 -4…a CAREFUL INVESTIGATION (scientific!)  
   investigation of events!) 
 
  h. Luke is the only gospel writer who  
   1.  Stresses WOMEN and their special roles in Jesus' life 
   2.  Often emphasizes JOY and THANKSGIVING 
   3.  Emphasizes the PRAYER LIFE of Jesus 
   4.  Emphasizes the HOLY SPIRIT 
   5.  Talks a lot about POVERTY (Jesus reaching out to those who  
   hurt…remember, Luke is DOCTOR!) and WEALTH (Jesus' lowly  
   birth and parentage)  
 
   
 
 4.  John 
 
  a.  Written in the 90s AD 
 
  b.  An original Apostle; the YOUNGEST of the Apostles and also one of  
  Jesus' three BEST FRIENDS, along with James and Peter 
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  c.  He was the brother of another original Apostle, James. Jesus nicknamed 
  the two of them "Sons of Thunder" because they seem to have had a  
  "temper" (see Mark 9:38 and Luke 9:54). He and his brother were   
  PARTNERS in the fishing business with Peter (Luke 5:9) 
 
  d.  He also wrote the NT book, Revelation and THREE epistles  
 
  e.  His gospel focuses on the DIVINITY of Jesus 
 
  f.  He stresses what Jesus SAID, rather than what Jesus DID (opposite of  
  Mark) 
 
  g.  Nearly HALF of John's gospel focuses on the LAST WEEK of Jesus' life 
 
  h.  John's mother, Salome, and Jesus' mother, Mary, may have been   
  SISTERS, so that makes John and Jesus COUSINS! Consequently, she was  
  an avid disciple of Jesus, her Nephew. 
 
   1.   Salome was the wife of Zebedee and John and his brother,  
   James, were called "the sons of Zebedee") 
 
   2.  Mary, the mother of Jesus and Salome are often mentioned as  
   being together (Matt 27: 56; Mark 16: 1; John 19: 25; Mark 15:40) 
 
   3.  Salome asked Jesus to sit her sons at his right and left hand in  
   Heaven (Matthew 20: 20) 
 
   4.  Salome was also one of the women who went to the tomb to  
   anoint Jesus' body after he died (Mark 16: 1) 
 
 
C. The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the SYNOPIC GOSPELS; because 
they are all very similar in what events they cover. The gospel of John is more "unique" 
and covers events not found in the other three gospels. 
 
 
D.  So, how are the Synoptic Gospels alike? 
 
 1.  They are often referred to as "TRIPLE TRADITION"…having very similar  
 wording and content, but different enough to demonstrate that they were not 
 DIRECTLY copied from each other. 
 
 2.  The events, stories or teachings in all three gospels include: 
 

  --  John the Baptist 
  -- The baptism and temptation of Jesus 
  -- First disciples of Jesus 
  -- Hometown rejection of Jesus 
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  -- Healing of Peter's mother-in-law, demoniacs, a leper, and a paralytic 
  -- Call of the tax collector 
  -- New wine into old wineskins 
  -- Man with a withered hand 
  -- Commissioning of the 12 Apostles 
  -- The Beelzebub controversy 
  --  teachings on the parable of the strong man, eternal sin, Jesus' true relatives,  
   the parable of the sower, the lamp under a bushel, and the parable of the  
   mustard seed 
  -- Calming the storm 
  -- The Kerosene demonic man 
  -- The daughter of Jabirus and the bleeding woman 
  -- Feeding the 5,000 
  -- Confession of Peter 
  -- The Transfiguration 
  -- The demonic boy 
  -- The little children 
  -- The rich young man 
  -- Jesus predicts his death 
  -- Blind men near Jericho 
  -- Palm Sunday 
  -- Casting out the money changers 
  -- Render unto Caesar 
  -- Woes of the Pharisees 
  -- Prophesy of the second coming 
  -- The Last Supper 
  -- The passion, crucifixion and burial of Jesus 
  -- The empty tomb 
  -- The Resurrection 
  -- The Great Commission 
 
 
Next week, we will study whether OUTSIDERS talked about the gospel writers, proving 
that they WERE actual people who existed at the time the gospels say they did. 
 
 
 

 
 


